EXCUSES - NOT TODAY

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 10:1-3, John 4:35-36

In our Scripture text in Luke, we see Jesus commissioning seventy disciples.  He is commissioning them to go out into the world and preach that He is the promised Messiah and that through Him salvation is available to all who believe.  In both of our texts in Luke and John Jesus says basically the same thing, “The harvest is great…” Or in other words He is saying that there are millions and millions of people who have not yet repented of their sins.  That there are millions of people who are still lost because they have not acknowledged Him as their Lord and Savior.  In the Gospel of John, Jesus adds a little bit to His statement that the harvest is great.  He says “…look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest.”  That means that the crop is over ripe and if it is not harvested soon the crop will be lost.  God is letting the seventy disciples know and He is letting us know that if we don’t go out and harvest souls, soon it will be too late and many will be eternally lost!  The question for you this morning and the question for me is, ‘are we concerned about these lost souls?  Are we concerned about our family members who don’t know Jesus?  Are we concerned about our neighbors who don’t know Jesus?  Are we concerned about all of the young people in school who do not know Jesus?  You won’t be concerned if you do not have a spirit of love.  But, then, how can we say that we are a follower of Christ, if we don’t have a spirit of love.  How can we say that we love the Lord, if we don’t also love the lost!  If you are concerned about the lost, then prayerfully, you will pick up the gauntlet that Jesus has put forth.  You will pick up His commission of ‘each one reach one.’  Some person may be thinking that they are afraid, that they are skeptical or even nervous about going into the world and sharing Jesus, and rightly so!   Jesus tells us in Luke that He is not sending us on a picnic.  Matter fact He tells us in vs. 3  “…behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.”    Now all of us know what a wolf will do to an unprotected lamb and of course, that is frightening.  But the secret of this statement is that the lamb never goes alone, his/her shepherd is always there to protect them!!!  When God sends us to proclaim the Name of Jesus, He is not sending us in the power of our own strength.  But He is sending us in the power of the Holy Spirit!!!  Each one can reach one through the anointing of the Holy Spirit, who will be our helper and our guide!  Now before anyone can go out and be successful in their endeavors, in whatever area of life, they must have a plan of action.  So as God is calling you, commissioning you, equipping you, He also has a plan of action for you to follow.  The first plan of action is to know the strategy of the enemy.  A one tactic that the enemy uses to keep people enslaved is the excuse of, ‘not today.’  I know you know that excuse because, unfortunately, some of us still use it.  “Oh, I know I should do such-n-such, but not today.”  We’ve even coined a cliché that says don’t put off till tomorrow, what you can do today.  But, at any rate, when you go out to talk to someone about the Lord many will say, “I know I need to go to church but I’m not ready.”  Or they will say, ‘I plan on getting saved, but just not today.  I still have a whole lot of living to do.  Let me have a time to do my thing, then I give my life to the Lord.  But just not today!  How do you handle this kind of rational, how do you respond to this kind of excuse of ‘not today.’  Turn to:
· Prov. 27:1  “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.
The first thing you have got to do is let these people know is, that they shouldn’t put off till tomorrow to make a decision for Christ.  Because they don’t know what tomorrow will bring.  This is so true with many of the young people in this world today.  I was at a clergy meeting and one of the Pastor was talking about a group of young people who said that their greatest dream was to live to be twenty-one or twenty-two.  Why would they say that?  Because so many of their friends and acquaintances are being killed in their teen years.  They weren’t living to adulthood.  They have no hope and no dreams of what tomorrow will bring, they just want to survive. (comments – H.S.)

How many times have you thought of putting something off till tomorrow, but when tomorrow came it was too late.  The words ‘I love you,’ that never got to be spoken.  The words, “I’m sorry’ that never crossed your lips.  The words ‘can we start over’ that were never uttered.  God says don’t wait until tomorrow, make things right with Him and with one another today.  Because you don’t know what tomorrow holds.  When you try to minister so someone who says, ‘not today,’ let them know that tomorrow may never come.  What else can we tell them?
· Joshua 24:15  “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
· I Kings 18:21  “Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow him, but if Baal (Satan) is God, follow him.

When you are ministering to people who say that they will one day give their life to Christ, but just not today; let them know that God is telling THIS day that they have to make a choose.  You have got to let to know that if they say ‘I want to serve God but not today,’ that what they are doing is choosing the enemy.  Because God says choose you THIS DAY whom you are going to serve.  He says if God is God then the natural things should be that you choose Him.  But if you think Satan (or the world) is God then choose him.  The ball is in your court.  What else can we use to refute the argument of ‘not today.’
· Isaiah 55:6  “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon him while He is near.

· Matt. 24:44  “Therefore be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”

· 2 Cor. 6:2  “…behold, now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation.”

Let those who are wavering in the decision to repent of their sins and ask Jesus to come into their hearts and save them; let them know that we must seek/turn to the Lord while He is near.  We must turn to the Lord now, while we have a chance.  Because when we least expect it, Jesus will be coming back.  And then it will be too late!!!  Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, can you sense the urgency in which Christ is commissioning us.  Can you sense the urgency of each one reaching one?  God is equipping you to be His ambassador, to go out and win souls for Him and bring them to this place to be feed so that they can grow.  God says, “now is the accepted time, today is the day of salvation.”
Now when you are witnessing to people, you will not always have a Bible handy to turn to these Scriptures.  Or in may be that the person you are with doesn’t want you to be going through Bible passages with them.  So, you need to have these Scriptures in your heart and your mind.  So you can talk about what they say with the person.  Make them a part of you so you don’t sound ‘preachy’ when you are sharing them.  These are the Scriptures that will destroy Satan’s lies when he has someone making an excuse of ‘not today.’  Now there is a story that you can also share that makes a very poignant statement as well.  It comes from  Luke 12:16-20  “…The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?  I have no place to store my crops.’  Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I’ll say to myself, You have plenty of good things laid up for many years, Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”  But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself.”
When you talk to some people about giving their life to Christ, they will say “not today.  I don’t have time for God in my life right now.  I’m too busy building my empire.  Once I have acquired all I need and want to acquire, then I can retire, sit back with ease.  Then, perhaps, I will have time to give my relationship with God some serious thought.”  I want you to notice one particular thing about this text.  God calls a person who thinks like that a ‘fool.’  God says, we’re fools if we spend all of our time trying to acquire things and not make Him the focal point of our lives.  (comments – H.S.)

This morning God is equipping us to go from this place, properly armed, so that each one can reach one.  But perhaps there is someone here this morning who has been making the excuse, of ‘not today.’  I pray that these Scriptures have spoken to your heart and that you will put that excuse aside.  That you will make the decision to repent of your sin and ask Jesus to come into heart today.  Amen!
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