KINGDOM PRINCIPLES – JUDGING OTHERS
PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 1:14-15 & Matt. 7:1-3

This morning we are going to continue in our series on Kingdom Principles.  Our base Scripture is from the book of Mark where Jesus is proclaiming that the ‘kingdom of God is at hand.’  For those of you who don’t realize it the kingdom of God was ushered into this earth realm after Jesus had died for our sin and after He had risen victoriously from the dead.  The kingdom of God was established on Pentecost Sunday, when the Holy Spirit came into this earth realm and made His home within the hearts and minds of every born again believer.  That is why Jesus said the kingdom of God was at HAND, because He knew He would soon die and be raised; then the Holy Spirit would come and usher in the kingdom of God.

So what is the point of my telling you all of this?  The point is that when we gave our life to Christ, God transferred us from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of the Son of His love.  Since we are now part of the kingdom of God on this earth that are some principles that we are to live by.  We have already look at several of these principles.  We have looked at the fact that in the kingdom of God we are to live a life of love, forgiveness and faith.  (comment briefly on each one – H.S.)  These are some of the principles that are to govern our lives.  We, as believers, are not to live by the world’s standards but by God’s standard.
The principle that we are going to be looking at today is something that is not talked about too much.  Or at least it is not talked about truthfully, based on the whole Word of God.  It is the principle of judging others.  Now, immediately, a bell has sounded in someone’s mind whereby they are thinking, “yea, Pastor, God says we’re not suppose to judge others but that what you do!”  Well, that’s why I said that people don’t talk about this issue on judging based on the WHOLE truth of God’s Word.  There is a balance in the various Scriptures in the Bible concerning judging others and if you lean too much to the right or to the left, you will fall into error.
What is the definition of judging?  The word “judge” means to criticize, condemn or to censor.  It is fault-finding; it is being picky.  It is the habit of constantly harping on another person’s short-coming.  In our Scripture text in Matthew, God makes some very poignant statements about judging others.  He says, ‘judge not, that ye not be judged.”  God says that as believers we are not to walk around judging one-another.  Now before I can explain what that means I want us to look at some of the reasons people tend to judge and criticize other people.
- Being critical of others tends to boast our own self-image.  Pointing out someone’s else failures and tearing them down tends to make some people feel better about themselves.
- It helps to justify, in our mind’s eye, the things that we have done in our lives.
- And it helps us to rationalize our decisions and the choices that we have made.  (comments – H.S.)
- Criticizing others often makes people feel more self-righteous.
- Criticism is often an outlet for hurt and revenge.  We feel that the other person deserves it.  We make think, “He/she did thus and so to hurt me, now I want to hurt them too.”
God says that having a critical spirit like this should never be said of one who walks and lives in the Kingdom of God.  Notice what Jesus says in verse 2 “For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  God says in the same manner that we judge other people, will be in the same way that HE will judge us!  We will be judged on one law and one law only – the ‘law of equal weight.’  (comments – H.S.)
God tells us in verse 3 the reason this type of judging is wrong.  It is because the criticizer has failed to examine himself.  Jesus says that we are so quick to talk about the speck in someone else’s eye while failing to notice the great big 2 x 4 sticking out of ours.  This person is deceiving him or herself to think that they are better than someone else.  Jesus very powerfully in verse 5 calls this person a hypocrite.  He is saying before a person can pass judgment he must first extract his own sin first.  When we judge and criticize others, we are acting the hypocrite.
Notice what verse 6 says, “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.  If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.”  Now notice in your Bible that this text is included under the heading of ‘judging others.’  In one of my Bible commentaries it says, “that Jesus paints this picture to show the truth concerning those who criticize others.
 - Criticizers are unworthy of the gospel and the truth.  -  They are subject to trample the gospel under foot and to turn and tear the messenger into pieces.
-   When a believer criticizes, the very gospel he is supposed to represent is reflected in a distasteful light.  In fact, the gospel is denied. 
 - The changed life of the believer is not seen.  The criticizing brother shows himself to be no different than the world.  Thus he is unworthy of the gospel.”  Wow!!!  (comments – H. S.)
I need to let you know at this point what kind of judging God is talking about.  God is talking about judgment that stems from a self-righteous attitude, this kind of judgment only tears down, it never builds up.  When another believer falls into sin it is not a time for criticizing.  It is time for reaching out to that person and gently pulling him/her into the circle of believer, it is not the time to push him farther away.  It is time to speak kindly and with loving compassion.
But, my brothers and sisters in Christ, there is a time when God says that judging is necessary.  Remember I told you that there is a balance that must be maintained in this subject of judging.  Because if you lean too much to the right or to the left, you will be off kilter and will fall into error.  Turn to 6:1-3  “If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints?  Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases.”
Before when we were talking about judging or criticizing, we were talking about ‘unrighteous judgment.’  We were talking about judging with a critical spirit.  But we see very clearly from this text that there is a time that judgment is to take place within the church.  This is talking about righteous judgment.  Judgment based on the Word of God and not on outward appearances.   (comments – H.S.)
Where else does God teach us about how to judge and when to judge.  Turn to I Cor. 5:1-5  “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans:  A man has his father’s wife.  And you are proud!  Shouldn’t you have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did that?   (tell story.  Sin in their midst and the church condones and calls themselves a healthy and growing church.  Comments – H.S.)

“Even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit.  And I have already passed JUDGMENT on the one who did this, just as if I were present.  (notice Paul says that he has already judged this person who had sinned)  When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.”  God says that this man who is openly living in sin is to be expelled from the church, remove the covering of protection off of him and to allow Satan to destroy his flesh.  So that, prayerfully, before he dies he will confess his sin and his soul will ultimately be saved!  Wow!
That sounds harsh doesn’t it.  It sounds nothing like what people will say when you confront them in their sin and you tell them that they need to repent.  Their first response will be, ‘you can’t judge me, God tells us not to judge.’  But remember that God is talking about unrighteous judgment!  We are to judge one another and hold one another accountable!  Why would God say put the person out of the church.  Notice what verse 6 & 7 says:  “Your boasting is not good.  Don’t you know that a little yeast (sin) works through the whole batch of dough (church)?  Get rid of the old yeast (sin) that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”
The reason that God says to put the man out of the church who is openly living in sin, is because He says sin, just like yeast, will infect the whole body.  Let’s look at what else this texts says before I finish commenting on this point.  Vs. 9-13  “I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the people of the world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters.  In that case you would have to leave the world.  But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, or an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler.  With such a man do not even eat.  (comments – H.S.)
What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church?  Are you not to judge those inside?  God will judge those outside.  Expel the wicked man from among you.”
Righteous judgment within the church is proper and God has commanded us to do it!  Why?  Because a little yeast (sin) will effect the whole loaf (church).  And isn’t that what we have seen happening inside of our churches.  All types of sin are ignored and as a result most of the churches have lost their power and effectiveness!  Because people have accepted and taught one part – judge not least ye be judged and have completely neglected the other part that says we are to judge those who are inside of the church.  We have kept one part and totally neglected the other!  We have neglected the balance and have fallen into error or false teaching!  There is one more thing that we need to learn about this issuing of judging before we can conclude this sermon.
Turn to John 8:3-11  “And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst.  They say unto Him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.  Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stone:  but what sayest thou?  This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him.  But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.  And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last:  and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are thine accusers?  Hath no man condemned thee?  She said, ‘No man, Lord.  And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn them:  go, and sin no more.”
There is such a power lesson in these verses.  The men who bought the women to Jesus did so judging her, criticizing her.  But they did it with unrighteous judgment because they did bring her to Jesus to forgive her but to condemn her.  They did this with unrighteous judgment because they had not first examined themselves.
Now some astute person is probably thinking Jesus didn’t judge her, he forgave her.  That proves we are not to judge.  But my brothers and sisters in Christ, Scripture does not say He didn’t judge her, it says that He didn’t CONDEMN her.  That is a great big difference.  And in actually, Jesus did judge her!  How do I know that?  Because He says ‘ go and SIN no more!”  He judged her action as sin and then He forgave her!!!  Jesus judged her but He also had mercy on her.   Why am I saying this?  Because of our judgment in the church – must be tempered with mercy not condemnation!  Our judgment in the church is to bring the person to spiritual health and wholeness.  The reason God, through the Apostle Paul, had said to put the man out of church who was sexually involved with his step-mother is because there was no repentance.  Remember Paul said to cast the ‘wicked man’ out.  This shows that the man had not repented.  He wanted to remain in his sin and still be acceptable to God! 
I believe when Jesus stooped down and was writing in the desert, that he was simultaneously examining this woman’s heart and what he saw pleased Him.  I believe that this woman had a repentant heart.  How can I say that?  Because when Jesus asked her did any man accuse her, she said, ‘no man, Lord!”  Notice that Lord is with a capital ‘L’.  That shows that she realized who Jesus was.  That this was not just a mere man that the men had bought her before but this was their long-awaited Messiah.  Just being in his presence touched her heart and mind.  But again, before she left his presence, Jesus reminded her ‘go and sin no more.’  Showing her and us that when we have had a personal encounter with Jesus are lives are never to be the same again!  Go! And sin no more!
There is to be a righteous judgment within the church.  A process that must not be ignored!  But it must be judgment that is tempered with mercy.  Because God tells us in “Hosea 6:6  “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice…”
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