TRUST IN THE LORD - 1/14/07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Prov. 3:1-12

Last week as we listened to the voice of God on the first Sunday of a brand new year - God dropped into our spirit that He has placed within the hearts and minds of each born again believer, a seed of greatness.  And because of this we are to live this new year of 2007 - living and operating in this ‘seed of greatness’ - accomplishing the things that God would have us to accomplish.  We are to live this year of 2007 to our highest potential.  For more on that sermon you need to buy the tape from last week or look it up on the ‘net.’

This morning God wants to let give you some additional pointers on living your life to your highest potential.  And a perfect outline for that can be found in Proverbs the 3rd chapter.  In these short verses that we just read God gives us five points on how to live our life to its highest potential; He shows us how to operate in this ‘seed of greatness’ that He has placed inside of us.

· First, God tells us “do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for the will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.”

Notice that God gives His Word preeminence.  Why, because there is power in the Word of God.  Remember the Lord showed us last week that His Word has power to ‘reproduce itself!’  This is why God is telling you that you need to get grounded in the Word of God.  God says that you are to place His commands/Word in your heart.  Notice He does not say simply place the Word inside of your mind/memory.  But He says place it within your heart.

Now you need to know that your ‘heart’ is synonymous with the word “spirit.”  Or in other words God is telling us that having ‘head knowledge of the Word’ is not enough, you have to have ‘heart’ knowledge.  God is telling us that we need to place the Word in our born-again ‘spirit,’ so that we may live and grow thereby!  Notice the promises that come along with placing the Word in your spirit.  God says that the Word will prolong your life many years and it will bring you prosperity!!!  (comments H.S.)

· The second thing that God says that will enable you to live a life to its highest potential is in verse 3 & 4 “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.”
If you want to live a good life you have to live a life of love AND faithfulness.  It’s like the Word is the ‘train’ but love is the ‘engine’ that causes the train to move!!!  The Word 

cannot reproduce itself if you are not living a life of love!  The Word cannot operate to its fullest capacity until you allow love loose inside of you!  We say - well, Pastor, that good.  I do love my family, friends, etc.  But Jesus says that you have got to go beyond that!

Turn to Matt. 5:43-48  Your have heard that it was said, “love your neighbor and hate your enemy.  But I tell you “love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye?  Do not even the publicans the same?  And if ye salute (speak to) your brethren only, what do ye more than others?  do not even the publicans so?  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heave is perfect.”  (comments - H.S.- we are called to live in a higher dimension.)

God says that we are to live a life of love AND faithfulness.  Notice what Scripture says happens when we do.  It says “Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.”  Now the question for you this morning is ‘do you want to walk in God’s divine favor?’  “Do you want have favor with your employer, in your home, in your community?’  Then you must walk in love and faithfulness.  Being faithful to God, being faithful to your mate, being faithful to your children, being faithful on your job, etc.  When we start operating in love and faithfulness, THEN and only then can we live to our highest potential!

· Thirdly, God tells us in verses 5 & 8 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct thy path.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.  This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.”
In this third step God will divide it up in two parts.  The first part shows us that even when we walk in God’s Word and when we live a life of love and faithfulness - there will be times of trials and testing in our lives.  Because it is next to impossible to live a life to your highest potential until you have been tested and tried!

Turn to Zechariah 13:9  “This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold.  They will call on my Name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.”  Hallelujah!!!

Notice this says that God Himself will bring us into the fire, it is God Himself who will refine us like silver and test us like gold!  (comments - H.S. - But look at the results when we come out!!!)   While we are in the fire, while we are going through God tells us in Proverbs 3:5-6 that there are some things that we must do!  He says that when we are going through - we have to TRUST Him.  The Word trust means to be ‘to take refuge, to be confident, sure, bold, and hope.’  (comments - H.S.)  God says that we are to trust Him and ‘lean not to our own understanding.’  That means that we stop trying to figure God out!  With our ‘finite’ minds we try to figure out an ‘infinite’ God.  This is impossible!   God tells us that as we are going through to make sure that in ‘all our ways acknowledge Him.’  What does it mean to acknowledge Him?  To acknowledge Him as Lord of our lives, to acknowledge that He is in control, to acknowledge that He loves us, to acknowledge that we may not understand what He is doing but we trust Him anyway!!!  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!  God says “don’t be wise in your own eyes.”  Or in other words - don’t think that you have all the answers.

Turn to Isa. 55:8  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thought than your thoughts.”
You and I need to come to the point when we are going through our trials - that God doesn’t always move in the way that we think He should!  (comments - H.S.)  God says that when we learn to trust Him - no matter what is going on in our life - and we learn to just rest in His love, stop being so wise in our own eyes - that this will bring health to our body and strength to our bones.  This shows me that not trusting - being worried and bent out of shape about everything will make us sick and weaken our bones!

Now I am going to jump over two verses to bring you to the second part of point number 3.

Vs. 11-12  “My son, do not despise the LORD’S discipline and do not resent His rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.”  We must know that sometimes the trials that we are going through are simply God disciplining us, correcting us for something that we have done wrong.  Why would God discipline us?  For the same reason that we discipline our children.  Because He loves us!  (comments - H.S.)

The final step that God gives us is in verse 9-10 “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”  God is letting us know that if we want to live to our highest potential - we must honor Him with our wealth.  We must honor Him with our finances.  Notice this text says with your ‘wealth.’  That means that if we follow the steps that God has outline here - that wealth is going to come.  And God tells us in His word that our wealth is ‘exceeding, abundantly, above, what you can ask or think!  But when He gives us money, when He gives us wealth we have got to make sure that we use it to honor Him and not ourselves.  (comments - H.S.)

God has so much that He wants for you and me, and so much that He wants to use us for.  We must make up our minds to live to our highest potential by putting these steps that God has give us into effect.  Praise the LORD!
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