EXCUSE - I CAN’T LEAVE MY FRIENDS

PRAYER

Scripture:  10:1-3

There is a story of a young woman.  A young woman who had been raised in a Christian home.  As she was growing up it looked as if she had it all together.  As a teen-ager she was popular in school, was on the cheer-leading squad and was an academic scholar.  It looked as if the world was her oyster and that she would become someone great.  She would become a world shaker and mover.  But, alas, tragedy struck her family and turned their world upside down.  Instead of turning to the God she had been taught to believe in, she started hanging out with a whole new set of friends and began drinking and taking drugs.  Soon she was hooked.  The beauty that she was, had quickly began to fade as she no longer had an interest in taking care of herself.  She started wearing dark clothing with Satanic emblems, her hair was always matted and dirty, her teeth started to rotten and her feminine hygiene was non-existent.  She began stealing from her family, money and jewelry, credit cards; anything that she could get her hands on.  Repeatedly her mom would have to go and bail her out of jail as well as suffering the humiliation of having the police hauling her home when she had passed out somewhere in a drunken stupor.  One day as she was shooting up in a crack house, someone came into the dark, smelly room.  When her eyes began to focus she could tell that it was someone she had known from a different time in her life.  He comes over to her and quietly begins to speak to her.  Somehow his words were able to penetrate her drug clouded mind and she heard him tell her about Jesus.  Oh, how familiar and comforting his words sounded to her.  He told her how much Jesus loved her and how He wanted to help her.  He told her how Jesus had died in her place and how Jesus now wanted to live inside of her.  He told her how Jesus was there, right where they were and how He wanted to forgive her, cleanse her from the inside out and give her a brand-new life.  When the young man spoke those words to her a spark of hope ignited inside of her.  A longing and a hope that she thought was long dead began to flicker and she thought ‘oh, if only I could start all over again.’   As the young man’s words started to penetrate her heart, she looks up at him and says, “oh, but if I give my life to Jesus, that will mean that  I’ll have to leave my friends.”  (comments – H.S.)
This my brothers and sisters in Christ, is the second excuse that we will run into as we go out to reach the ‘unreached.’  They will tell you that they don’t want to lose their old friends.  I wander if when the woman said this to her friend that was telling her about Christ, if when she said ‘I don’t want to leave my friends, did she swing her arm out around the room.  What or who were the friends that she wanted so desperately to hang on to?  Were her friends the empty alcohol bottles sitting in the corner?  Were her friends the discarded needles that laid at her feet?  Were her friends the other ‘users’ who were in the same condition as she was?  Who or what were these friends that would cause her to choose them over choosing Jesus?  While I don’t have a definitive answer to that question, I would dare to say that those she called her friends were those who allowed her to remain comfortable in the middle of her mess.  Those she called her friends would be those who made her believe that she was alright just like she was.  Those she called her friends were those who would enable her to remain in the pit of despair that she was in.  Those she called her friends were ‘users’ and ‘abusers’ much like herself.
Jesus tells us in our Scripture text that He is sending us out as ‘lambs’ in the midst of wolves.  He is sending us out into a world that hates the Name of Jesus.  He is sending us out to reach the lost and dying.  He is sending us to our loved ones who are still outside of the fold.  And one of the excuses that you will hear from them is that giving their life to Christ will cost them too much because they will have to leave their friends.  Everyone you meet will not be a drug abuser like the young lady in our story.  Some of them will be heads of companies.  They will reject Christ because He doesn’t fit into their corporate image.  They will reject Him because they will have to separate themselves from their friends who are dealing underhandedly in their business dealings.  Some of the people that God is sending you to will reject Christ simply because it will mean that they will have to leave their old friends that they used to party and hang out with.  But don’t allow this to stop you because their eternal life is hanging in the balance.  Jesus says the harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few.  Determine today that you will be a witness for the Lord, snatching souls from the brinks of hell itself!!!  EACH ONE, REACH ONE!  You say, ‘okay Pastor, I’m willing to go but what am I to say to them when they tell me they don’t want to leave their friends.  Turn to:
· Prov. 13:  “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.”  Notice that this Scripture says that the companions a person keeps will dictate their future.  Now, I don’t know about you but that is mind-boggling to me!  God’s says if your companions are wise then you too will be wise.  But He also says that if you keep company will fools, you are going to be destroyed.  (comments – H.S.)
When you are ministering to those who say that they don’t want to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior because they don’t want to lose their friends, you must show them that their must be something wrong with the company that they are keeping.  (comments – H.S.)  Remember that old cliché, ‘if you lay down with dogs you come up with flees.’  God is letting you know that who you hang out with will definitely rub off on you.  You say you don’t believe that.  Turn to:
* I Cor. 15:33 (KJV)  “Be not deceived:  evil communications corrupt good manners.”    (NIV)  “Be not misled:  Bad company corrupts good character.”  God says that the people that we hang out with will define our character.  This is particularly hard for some people to grasp.  They say, “oh, they are just my friends/associates, I’m nothing like them.”  But God says that if you hang out with them long enough they will corrupt you as well.

You have got to know that when God sends you out to minister to those who don’t know Jesus, He will equip you.  How will He equip you?  He will equip you so that you don’t go out in your own power but you will go our in the power of the Holy Spirit.  He will also equip you with the power of His written word.  Use that word in the power of the Holy Spirit and Satan will not be able to stop you!  What else can we tell those who are being influenced negatively by some of their old companions.  Turn to:
· 2 Cor. 6:14  “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers:  for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  And what communion hath light with darkness.”  Let those whom you are ministering to know that, yes, they will have to leave some of their old friends.  Which ones?  The ones who are unbelievers!  Why?  Because God does not want us to become ‘yoked’ together with them.  (comments – H.S.)  You have to show them that they will have to separate themselves from them in order not to be pulled back into their old lifestyle.  God uses the analogy of a ‘yoke’ to show the senselessness of being or staying in a relationship that is unequally balance.  (explain – yoke/oxen)  If the size of the two oxen that are yoked together is different, it puts too much tension in the relationship.  And the oxen will become hurt and bruised and ineffective because they were ‘unequally yoked.’
· James 4:4  “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.  Someone may be thinking, ‘there she goes again talking about sex, I thought we were talking about ‘each one reach one.’  But my brothers and sisters in Christ, God is not talking about the physical act of adultery here, He is talking about spiritual adultery.  What is spiritual adultery?  That is following after another god (little ‘g’) and abandoning the One, True and Living God.  It is putting someone or something else in place of God.  God says that if you choose the world and the things of the world over Him, you are an enemy of God.  (comments – H.S.)
We have got to show the lost as well as some professing believers, that if they choose the world over God they are committing spiritual adultery.  Leaving your old friends, leaving your old companions cannot be as important as aligning yourself up with God.  It cannot be as important as your very soul.  Many people think it will cost them too much to repent of their sins and give their lives to Christ.  If that is the way they think you have to let them know again that the choice is theirs.  Turn to:
· Heb. 11:25  “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasure of sin for a season.  (comments – H.S.)
· Mark 8:36-38  “For what shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  (comments – H.S.)
Leading a person to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ is the greatest gift that you can give them.  It is a gift that will last into eternity.  The time is now!  God showed us last week that none of us know what tomorrow will bring.  Make the decision to be an ambassador for Christ today.  Perhaps there is someone here who has been using the same excuse of not giving your life to Christ because you don’t want to leave your old friends.  I pray that the Scriptures that have been given and the power of the Holy Spirit has changed your heart and mind.  I pray that you are ready to repent of your sin and turn to Christ today.  There may be some here who have already made a profession of faith in Christ, but you have never totally sold out to God.  You have been trying to live for Christ with one foot in the world and one foot in the church.  This message is for you as well.  Stop committing spiritual adultery and sell out to the Lord completely today!
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