WITHOUT RELATIONSHIP WE DIE

PRAYER

Scripture:  (Amplified)  Eccl. 4:9-12  “Two are better than one, because they have a good (more satisfying) reward for their labor; for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow.  But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!  Again, if two lie down together, then they have warmth; but how can one be warm alone?  And though a man might prevail against him who is alone, two will withstand him.  

A threefold cord is not easily broken.”
Prayerfully you all remember that God had told us at the beginning of 2008, that He was commissioning us to live a “God honoring life.”  The first area that He showed us that we needed to make a drastic change in before we could live a God-honoring life was that of ‘remembering the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.”  It is not strange to me that the first area that God would have us to address was how we are to worship and honor Him by keeping His Sabbath.  Because you see it is impossible to live a God honoring life without putting Him first.
The next area that God wants to address is how we are to honor and treat one another.  To be more succinct God wants to talk to us about relationships.  I am not quite sure that any of us truly understand how important relationships are to God; and how essential it is for us to be in relationships.

In our Scripture text God tells us that as we go through life that ‘two are better than one.’  No, God is not just talking about marriage at this point.  But He is trying to show us how we were designed, how we were created.  We were designed, we were created for relationships.  We need one another!  In today’s vernacular they say ‘no man is an island.’  They are saying that no one can exist alone.  But God is saying something greater than that, God is saying that without relationships we die!
Our text is saying that if someone falls and they hurt themselves they have to lay there saying, “I’ve fallen and can’t get up.”  But if there is someone there with them – when they fall that other person can help them up.  It is the same thing in our Christian walk.  If we are trying to be a solitary Christian and we fall into sin or into disobedience we have no one to help us.  But if we have another Christian in our life when we fall, we have someone to help us up, we have someone to encourage us, we have someone to let us know that God stills loves us no matter how far we have fallen.  We need one another!

God says in our text that if you are in bed alone and it is freezing cold, you can’t warm yourself.  If you have someone lying with you even if it cold outside; you can warm each other with your body heat.  God goes on to say if you are ‘out and about’ and you are alone when someone attacks you, that they may be able to prevail against you.  But if you have someone with you when you are attacked, you will have someone along side to help and you won’t be defeated.  Then God goes on to say something that every married couple should hang on to, God says “a three-fold cord is not easily broken.”  That three-fold cord is you, your partner, and Jesus!  Who or what can prevail against that combination!  (comments – H.S.)
God wants you to know that your relationships are the most important thing that you will ever invest in:  Your relationship with your mate; with your children; with your relatives; with your co-workers; with your neighbors, etc.  The point that God wants you to see is that relationships form the core of our very being, and it is at the core of who God is as well.  God has always lived in the midst of a joyful, loving relationship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (comments – H.S.) And since we are his children – He wants each of us to live in the midst of joyful and loving relationships.
Since God is love, His design for relationships is that they be rooted and grounded in love.  That what His relationship with us is based on and that is what our relationships with each other is to be based on, love!  Yet many of our relationships are not functioning at all as God intended them to function.  Selfishness, pride, lust, greed, racism, and bitterness have caused us to become alienated from God and from one another.  The bitter conflicts and broken relationships we see all too often reveal how far we have strayed from God design.  And what we must remember what is of utmost importance is, ‘if you are out of fellowship with another person, you are out of fellowship with God.’  (comments – H.S.)

But the good news is that God in His love and mercy has given us a way to find healing for and in these broken or damaged relationships.  So first I am going to give you the building blocks of a healthy relationship.  The building blocks of a healthy relationship are ‘love, trust, respect and understanding.’  Now the type of love that I am talking about here may vary from relationship to relationship, i.e., the love you have for your mate or children will be different from the type of love that you are to have for your employer, co-workers, etc.  But none of these building blocks can be ignored or neglected without causing stress and eventually a relationship breakdown.  So, again, the building blocks for a healthy relationship are, ‘love, trust, respect, and understanding.’
But the question now is ‘what do you do if your relationship with an individual has been damaged or broken.’  Well, ‘Praise the Lord’; God’s Word is full of information on how to rebuild relationships and how to keep them strong.  This morning God is going to give you five steps on how you can go about doing this.
1.  The first thing you may do is to be reconciled back to God.  Turn to a very old and familiar Scripture.  II Cor. 5:17, 20 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  Vs. 20 “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us:  we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”
When you have given your life to Christ, you have got to realize that you are not the same old person that you use to be.  As a born-again believer you no longer have the right to walk around holding grudges and unforgiveness in your heart.  You have got to let go of your old ways, you have got to let go of your old way of thinking and feeling about someone.  You have got to allow the love of God and the peace of God to have its’ way inside of your, changing you from the inside out.  Allow God to cleanse you of all hurt and unforgiveness and be reconciled back to God.  Because my brothers and sisters in Christ, you can’t be reconciled to someone else until you have been reconciled with God!!!

2.  The next thing that you must do is based on 2 John 5-6 “And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.  And this is love that we walk after his commandments.  This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.”
So what is the next thing in healing a relationship?  You must not only love with an emotional love but you also must choose to love!  You say, ‘Pastor, how do you get that out of these verses.’  Notices it says that ‘this is love that we walk after his commandments.’  And God’s commandment is that we love one another.  Therefore, love has got to be a choice!  There is a big difference between emotional and volitional love.  Emotional love is based on attraction and feelings.  Wonderful as these feelings are, they often sparkle and fade like fireworks or a hot night.  Volitional love is a response of our will, a choice to love even when things get difficult.  It takes both kinds of love to form the foundation of a lasting relationship.
Jesus taught us about this deeper love when he said, “Love the Lord your God…”  (Mark 12:30).  Jesus recognized that such volitional love takes the effort of our heart and soul and mind and strength.  That is not only true of our love for God, but for our love for one another as well.  It takes effort, it is a choice.  The blessing of this is when we are secure in God’s love, we become free to give and receive love as never before.  We can enjoy the riches and endure the imperfections of emotional love, be we aren’t committed to relationships through feelings alone, but out of a choice to love even when the going gets tough.  The question for you this morning is “How can you actively choose to love someone today that you do not feel especially loving towards?”
The unfortunate part of this is that you can not build or restore a relationship by yourself.  Both parties have a responsibility before God for the well being of their relationship.  If it breaks down, usually both have failed in some way.  Likewise, both must work together if reconciliation is to occur.  And if both people in the broken relationship profess to be Christians, they both should be willing to have their relationship restores.  And, neither, can wait for the other to make the first move.  And that takes us into our next step in healing a broken relationship.
3.   Turn to John 15:13 “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  What is the next step in bringing healing to a relationship?  It is action!  After Jesus had said these words – He went and laid down on that cross and dies in our place.  Jesus didn’t just talk about loving us.  He acted on His Word.  In much the same way we must put our love in action.  If you have a broken relationship and you want to rebuild it – then you must act on your words of love.  Just like Scripture tells us that ‘faith without works is dead’ is the same way that ‘love without action is dead!
And sometimes it is the little things that you do for a person that will speak volumes.  It can be a pleasant word, a kind smile, a word of encouragement, putting that persons needs and desires before your own.  Love requires actions!
4.  The fourth step is one that you have to have a healthy balance with:  Turn to Gal. 6:  “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”  The fourth step is that love is not blind to the other person’s faults.  And they love them enough to point out their faults.  Now I need you to remember I Cor. 13:5 “love…keeps no records of wrong.”  You have got to know that these are two entirely different things. That is where you need to keep the healthy balance that I spoke of earlier.  Keeping no records of wrong means to be harboring and remembering; with unforgiveness in your heart, every thing that a person has done to hurt you and holding it against them.  This is not what God is talking about in this fourth step.  The fourth step in bringing healing and restoration to a broken relationship is being able to go to a person when they have wronged you, or when they have wronged someone else, without fear of repercussions or without fear of rejection.
True love is not blind to a friend’s failures.  It is willing to confront the failures, but it always distinguishes between who a person is—an individual with intrinsic value—and what a person does.  Consider for a moment your relationships or your friendships.  Are you ignoring something that should be confronted because you are a ‘friend’?  Or have you withdrawn love and respect because you don’t like some particular behavior?  (comments – H.S.)  Ask God how to correct this.
5.  For the fifth and final point for today – Turn to I Kings 3:9(a)  “So give your servant a discerning hear to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong…”  There was a saying years ago that said ‘to know me is to love me.’  Well in a broken relationship – the other person is crying out ‘know me, understand me.’  In this text Solomon knew it was vital that he understand his people to be able to lead them wisely.
We can’t love, lead, serve or manage people well either unless we take the time and effort to understand them to some degree.  It is the same for all relationships.  We’ve heard expressions like “You don’t understand” or “Nobody knows how I feel.”  That’s because one of our basic needs is to be understood.  The reason there isn’t more understanding is that, in our selfishness, most of us wants others to understand us, but we aren’t will to take the time to understand them.  Yet it’s worth the effort to invest in our family, personal and vocational relationships.  Finding out about a person’s past and their current goals, interests and motivations opens windows of understanding on why they do what they do.  When we need even deeper insights, we can ask God for wisdom just as Solomon did.
The final question for you today is:  Consider one or two of your relationships.  Do you have higher expectations to be understood then to get to know and understand these people?  (comments – H.S.)
Remember, God want us for the year of 2008, to start living a ‘God honoring life.’  And we can not live that type of life in the midst of broken relationships.  Put these five steps into action and watch how God turns your relationships around.  Come back next week and see the additional revelation, wisdom and knowledge that God will give you on improving your relationships.  Because remember, ‘without relationships, we die.’
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