KINGDOM PRINCIPLES – COMMITMENT

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 1:15

As we continue to study this Kingdom of God that Jesus spoke about, we have learned certain principles that we are to live by.  We have seen that once we are saved and are a part of the Kingdom of God that we are to live by the Kingdom principle of love.  The type of love that is sacrificial and the type of love that is unconditional.  We have seen where we are to live a life of forgiveness, the same kind of forgiveness that God has for us.  The forgiveness whereby we no longer allow what a person did to us in the past to effect how we treat them now.  We have seen were we are to live a life of faith.  We are to have mountain moving faith.  Because God teaches us in His Word that ‘without faith it is impossible to please God.”  And then we learned the principle of judging others.  God showed us that there is a balance that must be maintained in judging.  As Christians, we cannot have a judgmental, critical attitude towards others; where we are constantly tearing them down, criticizing them.  Because God says that we have to take care of the sin that is in our own lives before we can judge and criticize someone else.  But God also showed us that there IS TO BE a judgment that is to take place inside of the church.  Where when we see a brother or sister in sin that those who are spiritual are to go to that person and confront them.  This is done in order to bring them to repentance so that they can once again be in close fellowship with God.
This morning we are going to look at another kingdom principle that is, again, going to be distasteful to some.  It can be summed up in one word and it is a word that so many people shy away from.  It is the big ‘C.’ What is that word?  It is COMMITMENT!  When people hear that word it makes them squirm in their seats.  It gives them a bad taste in their mouths.  For others it makes their stomach start to churn and makes their heart start to palpitate.  What is it about the word ‘commitment’ that causes such a stir amongst so many people?  Perhaps if I give you the definition it will help to clarify this question.  Webster’s Dictionary states that it means:  to pledge oneself to a position, to obligate or bind, the state of being bound emotionally or intellectually to an ideal or course of action.   In the world that we live in today, people are afraid to commit.  People are afraid to commit themselves to marriage, so they live together.  People are afraid to commit themselves to a cause because the think it may require too much of them.  People are afraid to commitment themselves emotionally to someone else because they think they may get hurt.  People are afraid to commitment themselves to a task or a position because they think it will take too much of their time.  Over and over again I hear people saying, “I don’t want to commit myself…”
Where does this fear of commitment come from?  It comes from a spirit of selfishness!  Immediately someone’s spirit has risen up inside of them and said, “Oh no Pastor, I’m not selfish!  I just know what I can do and what I can’t!  I can’t commit myself to one woman or one man because I know I have a roving eye.  I can’t commit myself to doing this job or another because I know my schedule, I know how tight it is and I just don’t have the time.  You see, I’m the type of person who likes to give it their all and if I can’t give it my all I just don’t want to do it!  Did you notice the one prominent word in the reasons just quoted?  It was the word “I.”  All of our excuses of why we don’t want to commit is around that one word “I.”  But the one thing that we must learn in living in accordance to Kingdom Principles is that ‘it is not all about you!!!”
God shows us over and over again in His Word that if we want to live in accordance to His Kingdom Principles is that we have to learn to live a life of commitment.  In God’s Kingdom we must learn that He wants us to be committed to our marriage, committed to our family, committed in our financial obligations, etc.  But the one area that will determine how we are committed to all of these things is how committed we are to God.    I believe that if we are truly committed to God, everything else in life that we are suppose to be committed to will also fall into place.   Being committed to God is first and foremost because if you are not committed to Him you will never learn to be committed to anyone or anything else.  There are four particular areas that we need to be committed to God.
· Turn to Acts 20:32  “Now I commit (KJV-commend) you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”  There are two areas in which God says that we are to be committed in this text.  We are to be committed to God and we are to be committed to His Word.  Now before I say anything further about this, I want you to know that God is calling us to be committed not for HIS SAKE but for OURS!  Why do I say that?  Because being committed to God means that you are entrusting yourself or placing yourself in His protection and care!  Do you see what that means?  When you commit yourself to God this puts you in a place of safety, peace and protection!  No matter what you see going on in the world around you.  No matter what you hear on the news.  No matter what your doctor may be telling you.  No matter what you bank account balance may be saying.  When you commit yourself and your situation to God He will place you in His loving arms of protection, His loving arms of provision and His loving arms of peace that ‘surpasses all understanding.’   Don’t be afraid to commit to God because He loves you more and is more concerned about you than you are about yourself!!!
Being committed to His Word means that you are committing yourself to His commands, His counsel and to the promises of His unmerited favor!!!
· By committing yourself to His commands, you are committing yourself to a life of obedience.  To be obedient to what God calls you to do.
· You are committing yourself to the read, study and live the Word.  You examine your life against the Word of God and where you are missing the mark you will ask the Lord to forgive you and to give you the necessary strength to make the change.

· You will go to the Word to seek counsel and guidance in your time of need.  You will commit yourself to His Grace, knowing that His grace is sufficient for you!
· Committing yourself to His Word means knowing that God is able to build you up and give you your rightful inheritance as a Child of God.  The word inheritance reminds me of the Scripture that says in Rom. 8:17 “…we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.”  And that just reminds me of one of my most favorite Scriptures I Cor. 2:9  “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, neither has it entered into the hearts of man the things that God has prepared for those who love Him.”  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!  (comments – H.S.)

So, first, we see that we need to be committed to God and to His Word.  What other areas do we need to be committed to God?
- Turn to Proverbs 16:3  “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”  Have you ever made the statement ‘nothing ever works out the way that I want it!?”  God is showing you in this text the reason why!  We make our plans and leave God out of them, then we turn around and ask God to bless them   God says we have this backwards.  We are to seek God’s guidance and blessings BEFORE we make our plans, not afterward.   Committing to the Lord whatever we do means our plans to get married, have children, making a career choice, etc.  Our text says to “commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”
When we are committed to God that means that we are committed to His church, to His work and to the ministries that God has called us to!  Oh, how God needs committed people in His work.  Oh, how He longs for a people who will put Him first before anything and everything.  If you learn to put Him first, everything that you puts you hands to will be a success.   (comments – H.S.)

When Scripture says that we are to commit to the Lord whatever we do, that includes the decision that we make financially as well as spiritually.  So many people don’t want God involved in their finances and before you know it they are head over hills in debt.  Before you go out a make a purchase talk to the Lord about it.  Get God involved in your financial decision making process.  Everyone wants to be prosperous, but they don’t want to follow God prosperity plan.  He says “commit to the Lord WHATEVER you do, and your plans will succeed.  I heard Joyce Meyers say this week that a person should, “earn, give, save and spend.”  In that order!  (comments – H.S.)  If we commit everything that we say or do to the LORD and then get our marching orders, we will be successful in whatever we do!
The next area that we need to commit to the Lord ties in very closely to this one.
· Turn to I Peter 4:19  “So, then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.”  The commitment that God is talking about hear is ‘committing yourself to the will of God, whatever that will might be.”  Sometimes it is God’s will that we suffer.  Most people don’t like to hear verses like this and the reason is because no one likes to suffer.  But, my brothers and sisters in Christ you have to know that some type of suffering will come in this life time.  Notice this verse says those who ‘suffer according to God’s will.’  There is suffering that comes in life that is according to God’s will.  Sometimes it is His permissive will and sometimes it is His divine will.  But whichever is the case – God says not to use this suffering as an excuse to complain or even to doubt the goodness of God.   Instead we our to commit ourselves to our FAITHFUL Creator and continue to do good!!!
This fourth area shows HOW we are to be committed to the Lord:
· Turn to 2 Chronicles 16:9  “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed (KJV-perfect) to him…”  God wants each of us to be fully committed to Him, totally and completely.  That means not sharing our devotion or allegiance to any other so called ‘god’ that we have created in our lives.  God wants us to put away all the idols that have taken root in our hearts and minds; whether it be idols of money, fame, prestige, addictions, lust of any kind.  God wants us to put them all away and direct our hearts to the Lord and to serve Him only!
So you see commitment to God is the premise on which everything in our lives is to hinge.  It is a kingdom principle that cannot be neglected.  How can you expect to live in the Kingdom of God and not be fully committed to Him.  Don’t worry that being committed to the Lord will be too hard for you to do because the thing that should ring out in your spirit is that God is committed to you as well.  Being committed to God will take you through this life with joy and peace as well as taking you into our eternal life as well.
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