PIT-FALLS IN RELATIONSHIPS

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 15:9-10  “As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you:  continue ye in my love.  If you keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in His love.

This morning we are going to continue in God’s series on building healthy relationships.  We remember that the foundation of this series is being built on the commission that the Lord has given to us for this year, and that is for us to live a “God honoring life.”  We have come to the conclusion, and rightly so, that if we are to live a God honoring life, there must be healing brought to some of our relationships, as well as establishing new, healthy relationships.
Now, if you have been in the Word for any length of time, you know that God is a ‘relational’ God.  God desires relationships!  That is of utmost importance to Him.  As a matter of fact, relationships are so important to the Lord that He used it as His criteria for our salvation.  Whereby, God has ordained that we can only be saved once we enter into a personal relationship with Him!
In our Scripture text God tells us that if we profess to be saved, we are to abide, walk, and live in His love.  He says that the only way we can live in His love is to obey His commandments.  And each of His commandments hinge on one thing and one thing only ‘love.’  Therefore, if we are not walking in love, we cannot be living in God’s love.  Most of the relational problems that we have in life is because we are not walking in God’s love.  Remember what God has told us in I John 4:20-21  “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar:  for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  And this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God love his brother also.”  (comments – H.S.)
Last week God told us that there are four building blocks in which we are to establish our relationships and they are:  love, trust, respect and understanding.  Then God gave us five points that we were to use to restore healing to broken relationships.  Prayerfully you have been putting each of those points into practice this week!
Before we can actually go on with additional insight on building and restoring relationships, God wants me to talk to you about ‘pitfalls’ in relationship.  Pitfalls that we are to avoid in order to make our relationships what God would have them to be.  What is the first one?
· Turn to 2 Cor. 6:14-16  “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wicked have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial (Satan)?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever.  What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?  For we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said:  “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  (comments – H.S.)
What is this Scripture showing us that can be a pitfall in our relationships?  The answer is compromise!  Making moral or spiritual compromises with our faith is risky business.  Sometimes when we meet someone who we may be attracted to as a potential mate or friend, we soft-pedal or compromise our convictions in order to appear open-minded and tolerant.  Sometimes we want so much to be accepted that we even engage in behavior we know is wrong.  God tells us very clearly in this verse that if you are a believer you are not to enter into a relationship with an unbeliever.  Why would God make a rule like that – because if you enter into a relationship with an unbeliever? The two of you will be pulling in different directions.  That is not a design for harmony; it is a design for disharmony.  Remember God tells us in Scripture ‘how can two walk together, unless they agree.’  Someone may be thinking – ‘well I don’t know any good Christian men/women, so I just have to settle for an unbeliever because I don’t want to be alone!’  Well, let me just tell you this, it is better to be alone than to be in the middle of a mess!  One of the first pitfalls a person can fall into is to compromise their faith.  And then ask God to bless it!!!  God is not going to bless a mess, but He can turn a mess into a message.  (comments – H.S.)
Now someone may be asking, ‘what if I am already married to an unbeliever?  What am I suppose to do, divorce him?’  For an answer to that turn to I Cor. 7:12-16  “To the rest I say this (I , not the Lord):  If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.  And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him.  For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband.  Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.  But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so.  A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.  How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband?  Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife.”  (comments – H.S.)
What is the next pit-fall that a person can encounter in relationships?
· Turn to  II Sam. 13:1-18 (a)  “In the course of time, Amnon son of David fell in love with Tamar, the beautiful sister of Absalom son of David.  Amnon became frustrated to the point of illness on account of his sister (half-sister) Tamor, for she was a virgin, and it seemed impossible for him to do anything to her.  Now Amnon had a friend named Jonadab son of Shimeah, David’s brother.  Jonadab was a very shrewd man.  He asked Amnon, ‘Why do you, the king’s son, look so haggard morning after morning?  Won’t you tell me?  Amnon said to him, ‘I’m in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister…
vs. 7  David sent word to Tamar at the palace:  “Go to the house of your brother Ann and prepare some food for him…”
Vs. 9 Then she took the pan and served him the bread, but he refused to eat.  “Send everyone out of here,”  Amnon said.  So everyone left him.  Then Amnon said to Tamar “Bring the food here into my bedroom so I may eat from your hand.”  And Tamar took the bread she had prepared and brought it to her brother Amnon in his bedroom.  But when she took it to eat, he grabbed her and said, “Come to bed with me, my sister..”  “Don’t, my brother!” she said to him.  “Don’t force me.  Such a thing should not be done in Israel.
Vs. 14 But he refused to listen to her, and since he was stronger than she, he raped her.  Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred.  In fact, he hated her more than he had loved her.  Amnon said to her “Get up and get out!”
What is the pitfall here that so many people fall into?  The pitfall is ‘love vs. lust’:  You say what does that mean?  It means that so many people have entered into relationships claiming that they were in love, but in actuality they were in ‘lust.’  (comment on above Scripture – H.S.)  I know couples who have entered into relationship because they were so-o-o-o in love.  But now the relationships have dissolved to the place that they ‘hate’ one another.  And I can talk to either one and they will loudly proclaim how meeting that person and ‘hooking-up’ with them was the worst decision of their life.
The pit fall in relationships that you need to avoid is making life-changing decisions based on lust.  There is a big difference between love and lust. Let me give you a brief definition of both of these:  love takes time to develop and is lasting.  Lust quickly fizzles out after the desire has been satisfied.  If you are in a marriage relationship and someone else catches your eye – you had better quickly harness those feelings and thoughts and take them to the Lord!  (comments – H.S.)  If you are in a relationship, or if you are WANTING to be in a relationship – lusting after someone will cause a pitfall that you don’t want to get entangled in!!!
What is the next pitfall that we need to avoid?

· Turn to Romans 12:3  “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:  Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment…&  vs. 10  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourself.”    The third pitfall that you need to avoid in your relationship is always ‘insisting on your on way or it’s my way or the highway!’
God tells us in this Scripture text that we shouldn’t think of ourselves more highly than we ought.  Or in other words you need to know that you’re not ‘ALL THAT!’  Some people have a too high opinion of themselves!  No, that doesn’t mean that you walk around beating yourself up.  Nor do you walk around downing yourself.  Because remember you are made in the image of God.  But what it does mean is that you don’t walk around thinking that you are BETTER than someone else!  If you think that way in a relationship, you will always be thinking that your way is always right and the other person is always wrong!!!
Also, not what verse 10 says, it says that if we want to make our relationships work we must love and honor one another.  Matter of fact those are two words that are included in the marriage ceremony – ‘love and honor.’  And God is showing us here that loving and honoring each other means that you will put the other person’s wants, needs and desires above your own.  There may be someone hear who is saying – ‘I just can’t do that!  I need to be the one in control, I need to be the one who makes the decision, I want my mate to cater to my needs and not vice-versa.’  If that is how you feel you will never be in a good, healthy relationship and you will never be living a “God honoring life!!!”
What is the next pitfall that we need to avoid?
- Turn to James 1:19  “My dear brothers, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”  This pitfall can be called ‘miscommunication.’
The three things listed in this verse:  quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become angry are CRITICAL in a good relationship!!!  Miscommunication can cause conflict not only among marriage partners, but friends as well.  Sometimes we can hear what a person is saying, but we can’t hear the hurt, pain or disappointment that is in their voice.  Active, effective listening involves focusing on what is being said, above what we want to say.  It means refraining from interruptions and from offering simplistic solutions.  In cases where something is unclear, it’s wise to repeat back to the person what we think they’ve said just too be sure there’s no misunderstanding.  If we do jump to a wrong conclusion, we need to be equally quick to ask for forgiveness.  Good listeners use eyes and hearts as well as ears.  They listen for what is not spoken.  They confirm, encourage, probe, and when appropriate, they speak the truth in love.  Amen!
For the last and final pitfall for today:

· Turn to Acts 6:2  So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.”  The final pitfall can be called ‘busyness or neglect.”
There are two different relationships that are affected by these.  The one is our relationships with our mates, families, loved ones, and the other is our relationship with Almighty God.  Sometimes we can become so busy with our jobs, so busy in our homes, so busy even in our church work that we neglect those who we profess to love, including God!  Each of us needs to know that it takes time and energy to cultivate deep and long-lasting relationships, and it requires establishing relationship-centered priorities.  People must be more important than our programs, quality must take priority over quantity and our own families must come before other people.  And God must come before everything!!!  Remember I told you last week that a ‘three-fold’ cord is not easily broken.  That threefold cord includes you, the other person and God!  Don’t be so busy that you neglect your relationship with God – because on that relationship, your relationship with others will rise or fall!
Come back next week as we discuss ‘building healthy relationships.’  Amen!
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