EACH ONE REACH ONE
PRAYER

Scripture:  Rev. 14:14-15, Acts 26:16-18

This morning is the first Sunday in a brand new year.  New years are often thought of as a time of new beginnings.  A time much like what God speaks of in II Corinthians 5:17 “…old things are passed away and all things have become new.”  Because this is a time of new things, because it is the beginning of a brand new decade, God has a brand new challenge that He wants to issue to each and every one of us.  And that challenge is that each one, reach one.  That means that God is issuing you a commission to go out and witness, to lead another person to a saving knowledge of Christ.  He is asking that you then bring them here to church whereby they will make their public declaration of faith in Christ and be baptized.  Then prayerfully they will remain here under sound teaching so that they, in turn, can lead someone else to the Lord.  Each one, reach one!!!  This is going to be our theme, our central focus for the entire year of 2010, each one, reach one.  These are instructions that I have gotten directly from the throne of God.  Each Sunday, we will confess our soul winning statement that will be listed in the bulletin.  We will do this to reaffirm in our spirit that we are not ashamed to be a witness for the Lord.
You may be wondering why we will be doing this each week.  The reason is because one of the main purposes that God saved you for in the first place is so that He could use you as a witnessing tool.  Look again at the words that Jesus spoke to Paul in Acts 26:16 “…I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you.  I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles.  I am sending you to them to open their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”  Wow!  Notice what God says in this text:
· “I have appointed you as a servant and as a witness…”  Somehow when we got saved, we got it all wrong.  Somehow we came to believe that our salvation is all about us.  We thought that it was all about making us safe and secure in the Lord.  We thought it was all about us being in a right relationship with our Lord and getting our prayers answered.  And while these things are all true, our salvation is not just about us, it’s about God being able to use us as His witnesses.
Notice that this text says that we are to witness of what we have seen of God and what He will show us.  You are to witness to what you have seen God do; not only in your life but in the lives of others.  You are to witness of His goodness and His mercy.  You are to witness of His keeping power and of His staying power.  You are to witness of how He has changed you and is changing you from the inside out,  You are to witness to what you have seen of God.  And as you witness to what you have already seen God do, He will begin to reveal more of Himself to you.  Notice who it is that you are to witness to, you are to witness to those who are lost.  We seem to think that we are to simply walk around telling each other of how Christ died for our sin.  We seem to think that we are to walk around simply sharing with one another how good God is.  And while that is all well and good, the ones we are to be witnessing to is the lost.  How do I know this?  Notice what this texts says:

· “I am sending you to them to open their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light and from the power of  Satan to God…”   This is talking about those who are lost, those who are walking around in darkness.  God wants to send you to them to open their eyes and to turn them from the power of Satan to God.  This is our responsibility as believers as we are empowered by the Holy Spirit.    The people of this world have been blinded.  Some of them walk around wearing all of their ‘bling,’ but they are walking in darkness.  Their ‘bling’ can’t give them light to light their way.

They have been blinded by the ‘god’ (little ‘g’) of this world.
· They have been blinded to think that wrong is right and right is wrong.  You are the one that God wants to use to show them that they ‘wages of sin’ is STILL death!    
· They have been blinded to think that there are alternative ways to God.  You are the one to show them that God says, “He who has the Son has life, He who does not have the Son shall not see life but the wrath of God abideth on him.”
· They have been blinded to think heaven is fiction.  But notice God says in our texts in Acts “…that they may receive a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”    That place, my brothers and sisters in Christ is called heaven.  Remember when Jesus said, “in my father’s house are many mansions…and I go to prepare a place for you.  It is your responsibility to show them that heaven is real and hell is a place to shun.
· They have been blinded by Satan to believe that if hell is real it’s just a place where they will party with all their friends.  But, you my friends have been called by God to let them know that hell is a place of torment.  How do I know that? 
 Turn to Luke 6:22-24  “And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom:  the rich man also died, and was buried; and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.”  (comments – H.S.)  These verses show that without a shadow of a doubt that hell is not going to be ‘party-time.’  It also refutes the lie that Satan has deceived people into believing that after death there is no consciousness.  There is no knowledge of what going on.  But this man knew exactly where he was and was begging for mercy, it was too late.  He knew what was going on because he said, “I am tormented in this flame.”
God wants to use you to refute Satan’s lies, to open the eyes of the blind and to deliver them from Satan’s kingdom into the kingdom of God.
 God wants to use you, He wants each one to reach one.  Why am I doing this?  Is it simply to get more members into Beechfield Church.  The answer is a resounding, NO!  That is not the principle reason, the reason is because I believe time is getting short.  I believe the return of Christ is near.  I believe the Rapture is near.  You say, ‘what is the Rapture?’  Turn to Matt. 24:37-42  “But as the days of No’e were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that No’e entered into the ark.  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, the other left.  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  Watch therefore:  for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”  (comments – H.S. – We don’t know what tomorrow will bring.)
Because I believe this, I want as many people saved as possible.  Remember our Scripture in Rev. 14:15(b)  “…Thrust in they sickle, and reap:  for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”  (comments –sin/ripe - H.S.)  When I think of that Scripture, I also think of the words of Jesus in John 4:35(b)  “…behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already for harvest.”  When wheat or grain is planted and it is time to harvest, the grain is normally a golden brownish color.  If the color has turned white, that means if you don’t harvest immediately the crop will be lost.  (comments – H.S.)
I have a burden for the lost.   Not only me,  but God has a burden for the lost!  And He is commissioning you to go out and win the lost men and women, boys and girls to a saving knowledge of Him.  Each one, reach one.  Don’t be afraid, ask God to give you the Holy Spirit to be His witness.  And God will be teaching you through this sermon series on how to answer the excuses that people will come up with as you witness to them about the Lord.  I am also challenging you to be hear each week so that you can get the necessary tools necessary for each one to reach one.
If you are here this morning and you don’t know Jesus in the pardoning of your sin, then you can be the first soul that God harvests through this ministry today.  Come to Jesus in the brand new year of 2010 and then allow Him to shape and mold you into the person He would have you to be!
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