IT’S TOO LATE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 28:18-20

Our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ is preparing to ascend back to heaven.  He is going back triumphantly having paid the price for humanity’s sin.  He is going back triumphantly having defeated Satan and his demons.  He is going back triumphantly with all power in His hands.  As Jesus prepares for His return to the right hand of the Father, He gives His disciples what has come to be known as the great commission.  He is commissioning them to take up their cross and to follow Him.  He is commissioning them to go out and be His ambassadors in this earth realm.  But not only is Jesus commissioning them but He is commissioning every born-again believer.  Before He lives He gives some specific instructions.  He tells them, first of all, that all power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth.  And then the very next word that He sais is, ‘GO.’  So what is Jesus doing?  He is delegating His authority to these disciples and He is delegating His authority to us.  Jesus is saying, in effect, “all authority belongs to me and now I am given you the power of attorney to operate in that authority.”  He is saying, “Because I am giving you this authority when you go out when people see you, they will also see me.  Because I am giving you this authority you also have the same power that I have.  (Remember when Jesus previously told the disciples, ‘greater things than these shall you do in my Name.’)  And there are certain things that I want you to do in my Name.”  What where these things that Jesus wanted the disciples and us to do?
· Go ye therefore.  Which means you.  Which means me.  We are to go.
· Teach all nations.  We are to go to people of all nations, races and ethnic heritages.

· Baptize them in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  There are three baptism in Scripture.  (1) Baptism into the body of Christ.  Which is when a person is led to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  This is when you ask Jesus into your heart and He comes in cleansing you of all sin from the inside out.  (2)  Water baptism.  When a person is immersed, pour or sprinkled with water.  This is a symbol of the cleansing that has taken place in the initial baptism.  This is a symbol of dying to the old life and rising to a new life in Christ Jesus.  (3)  Baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.  This is the baptism that Jesus speaks of in Acts 1:8  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:  and ye shall be witnesses unto me…”
· Teaching them to observe all that whatsoever I have commanded you.  This means after you have led them to a saving knowledge of Christ, after you have birthed them into the kingdom; you are to teach them the word of God.
Notice the last thing that Jesus tells them.  And I believe that Jesus reminds them of this because He doesn’t want them to be overwhelmed by the task ahead of them.  He says, “lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  Wow!  What a powerful statement.  (comments – H.S.)

This is why God has our focus on ‘each one reaching one.’  This is why God has given us this sermon series on the excuses that people make as to why they have not given their life to Christ.  Thus far we have looked at the excuses of Not Today, I Can’t Leave My Friends, and I Don’t Need a Savior.  This morning we are going to look at the excuse of “It’s Too Late.”  Unfortunately, there are many people who feel this way.  They have been beaten up by life.  They have been hurt and abused, whether by someone else or themselves.  They have been told so many times that they are worthless and ‘no account,’ that they have started to believe it.  There are others who feel like they have done so many terrible things that there is no way that God could possible save them.  The first thing that you need to let these people know is seen in the following verses:
· Jeremiah 31:3  “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:  therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”  The first thing you have got to let them know is that God loves them, that He loves them with an everlasting, all-consuming love and with a forgiving love.  Let them know that He is drawing them to Him with lovingkindness, that why He has you witnessing to them.  God is wooing them, He is trying to draw them to Himself.

· Rom. 5:8  “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  Let them know that God loves them right in the midst of their mess.  But He loves them too much to want them to remain that way!!!
When you are witnessing to people who use the excuse of ‘It’s Too Late,” you got to let them know that where there is life there’s hope.  You got to late them know that it can’t be too late or else God would not have you talking to them.  Let them know that all they have to do is to repent and that God is waiting for them with open arms.  Look at:
· Isaiah 55:7  “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts:  and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
Repentance involves a ‘turning,’  It involves a turning from one direction to another.  It involves a turning from one objective to another.  It involves turning FROM sin, and a turning TO God.  Scripture says if we do that He will have MERCY and ABUNDANTLY pardon.  Notice God doesn’t just say that He will pardon, but that He will abundantly pardon.  (comments – H.S.)
· Romans 10:13  “For WHOSOEVER shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
· Isa. 45:22  “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth:  for I am God, and there is none else.”

Please know that this ‘whosoever’ means you.  It means me!  And it means the person that you are witnessing to.  Whosoever shall call upon the Lord, shall be saved.  Isaiah puts it another way, he says ‘look unto me, and be saved.’  Both of these texts are basically saying the same thing, we have to turn to the One, True and Living God for salvation.  Because there is NONE ELSE!!!  Hallelujah!!!
Whenever you meet someone who think that there are just too ‘bad’ for God to save, that it is too late for them; show them the following verse.

· Heb. 7:25  “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him…”  I like the way I’ve heard some preachers preach this, that God is able to save not only to the ‘uttermost’ but to the ‘guttermost.’  That includes you, me and the person that you are witnessing to.  (comments – H.S.)

I have heard people say that it must be too late for them because they tried to get saved before and it didn’t work.  For those who think this way, I need to let you know that there is no such thing as ‘trying’ to get saved.  It’s not like trying on a piece of clothing and not liking the way it fit so you cast it off.  You must remember that our salvation is not based on us, it is based on our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  And if He says that if we come to Him in repentance, asking for salvation; that He will save us.  How do I know this?  Look at your final Scripture for today:
· Romans 4:21  “And being fully persuaded, that what he had promised, he was able also to perform.”  That sums it up in a nutshell.  God said it and that settles it!!!  Why else would He send His Son into this world to die such a horrific death, if He was not willing to save any and everyone that believes?

God has done His part, now we must do ours.  We must go out to the lost and the dying and tell them about Jesus.  Remember our base Scripture, God has commissioned you.  The question is ‘will you go?”
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