POTENTIAL WITHIN - 1-07-07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Psalm 139:14-18

This morning is the first Sunday in a brand-new year.  There may be some of you who purposely came out this morning because you determined that you would start the New Year off right.  Whether that is the case for you or whether you are here because you believe in worshipping God EVERY Sunday - God has a special message for each of you.  God wants each and every one of us to start the New Years off right.  God has given each of us a brand new canvas of life in which nothing or very little has been painted on so far.   And this year God wants you to paint on this canvas of life beautiful pictures in bright vivid colors - pictures that will depict you reaching for, obtaining, and living in you highest potential.

Some of you may be thinking - “there is no potential inside of me - I’m stuck where I am and that’s just the way in is.”  But God says to tell you that He “begs to differ with you.”  Because when He created you - He placed a potential inside of you that you have not yet reached or you have not yet let loose in your life!  God placed this potential inside of every person at the time of birth.  And it is up to you whether you use this potential for good or if you use it for evil.

Think back into history for a moment at all the great leaders - Alexander the Great, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Bill Gates, Donald Trump.  When all of these people were born - when you looked at them as a baby or as a child you could not see the potential inside of them.  But is was there and according to the world’s standards they accomplished a lot.  But I need to let you know this morning that what they accomplished was simply because of the potential that God had given them - whether they chose to acknowledge Him or not.  But I have greater news than that for those of us who have not just been born in the natural - but those of us who have been ‘born-again,’ those of us have been saved - those of us who are now part of the family of God.  When we were first physically born - God placed potential inside of us - some would call it our ‘natural born talents.’  However, the moment you were born the ‘second’ time - God placed inside of you a ‘seed for greatness.’  Think about some of our great Christian leaders, Martin Luther King, Billy Graham, Sojourner Truth, etc.  God not only placed inside of them ‘potential’ when they were born in the natural.  But when they were saved - He place a ‘seed of greatness’ inside of them!  God has, also, placed inside of us who are believers a seed of ‘untapped’ resources.

You say “Pastor, how do I know that this is true?   I am such a small and insignificant man/person - why would God be concerned about me enough to place His potential/seed of greatness inside of me?”  Well, let’s look back at our base Scripture for a moment.  Psalm 139:13-  “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made…vs. 17  “How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!  How vast is the sum of them!  Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand, I am still with you.”
Notice what God says in this Scripture.  It says that God created us; He knit us together inside of our mother’s womb.  Scripture says that we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  (made you from the inside out - placing untapped potential inside of you - comments - H.S.)  In verse 17 God shows us how often we are on the Lord’s mind - it says that if you can number the sand on the seashore and in the deserts and in the oceans - then you might begin to get an inkling of how often you are on God’s mind.  This shows us that we are constantly on God’s mind!  (comments - H.S.)

Someone may be saying - that sounds good, Pastor, but I just need a little bit more proof that God has created me for greatness.  Turn to Eph. 2:10  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  This text is referring to after we have been saved.  God is saying that when we are saved God begins to do a new work inside of us - shaping and molding us into the person that God originally planned for us to be.  All of the good that you now see inside of yourself, all of the good you now see inside of me is God’s workmanship!  Hallelujah!  He says that now that we have been created in Christ Jesus, now that we have come to know Jesus personally as our Lord and Savior that God has place His Spirit inside of us to do good works.  Or in other words God has placed a “seed” of greatness inside of us.

Perhaps you don’t understand why God would have me refer to this as a “seed” of greatness.  So let me talk to you about seeds for a moment.  If you look throughout the Bible - God continuously talks about seeds - seed time and harvest, etc.  And we talked about that before when we talked about sowing and reaping.  But God wants us to gain a little bit more revelation wisdom and knowledge about what God is talking about when He talks about seeds.

Think back to Christmas that we just celebrated.  We know that the Virgin Mary was impregnated by the Holy Spirit.  And the Jesus that was conceived in her womb was none other than our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  To get a clearer understanding of what I mean by God placing potential inside of us, of God placing a seed of greatness inside of us and to get a clearer understanding of how the concept of ‘seeds’ work in Scripture - turn to the Gospel of Luke.

Luke 1:26-29  “In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.”
Now let’s start there for a moment and again look at the possibility of potential being inside of us.  Let’s think about Mary for a moment.  On the outside when you looked at her, all you saw as a humble, peasant, Hebrew girl.  A girl of simple beginnings.  A girl between the age of 14-16 years old.  On the outside she did not look like someone out of the ordinary.  But - praise God - on the inside, God had placed great potential inside of her.  On the inside God saw a young girl that loved Him, on the inside God saw the strength of character that would be needed to bring His Son into this world!  On the inside God saw the faithfulness, dedication and determination of spirit that He needed!

When the angel greeted Mary saying “Greetings, you who are highly favored.  The Lord is with you.” I imagine Mary looked around to see who he could possibly be talking about.  (comments - H.S.)  When the angel said these words to Mary she had not yet done anything great - but the angel saw the potential inside of her and he was speaking over her words of faith.  God is doing the same thing to some of you here this morning - He is saying that He seeds the potential inside of you and He wants you to start living up to your potential!  (comments - H.S.)

Now let’s look at some more of the text.  “vs. 30 “But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the Name Jesus.  He will be GREAT and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end.”
So what is going on here?  The angel tells her that she will be with child and the child will be great.   How does a woman get pregnant?  A man’s SEED is placed inside of her.  But remember God says that this child will be great!  So in other words God is telling her that a SEED OF GREATNESS would be placed inside of her womb.  How was God’s seed placed inside of Mary - through His Word!  God’s Word is His seed.  You say - Pastor - that doesn’t make sense!  But yes it does!  God’s Word is God’s seed - because God’s Word has the power to reproduce itself!  Oh, Hallelujah!  And thank you Jesus!!!  From the very beginning - God’s word reproduced.  When God spoke - “let there be light” - what happened.  The word light - reproduced itself!  Read the 1st chapter of Genesis and see how God created everything.  It was through His word.

So now with that thought in mind - let’s get back to the point that God has placed a seed of greatness inside of you!  How!  Because - first of all - when you were saved God placed His Seed of Greatness inside of you.  You say Pastor - what seed?  Turn to John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was God…vs. The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  (comments - H.S.)

This Scripture shows us that without a shadow of a doubt - that the Word was God, that the Word became flesh and lived among us and that is none other than our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!!!  So if you know Jesus in the pardoning of your sin - and He is now living inside of your heart - how can you doubt that you have the Seed of Greatness inside of you.   God does not plan for you to live a mediocre life - but He expects you to live a life to your fullest potential!  But not only that, when you come to church, Bible Study, read the Word, confessing it in faith - you are placing God’s seed inside of you and remember God’s seed has the power to reproduce!!!!!!

You say, Pastor, I get the point!  In this brand new year of 2007 - God wants me to live up to my greatest potential; God wants me to let loose this seed of greatness that He has placed inside of me.  But, how do I do it?  Well, you already know the answers - but I’ll tell you again!  Perhaps if I word it differently you will be able to comprehend.

· The first answer is a ‘given.’  That means it goes without saying.  In order to realize you full potential you must have repented of your sin and asked Jesus to come into your heart to be your Lord and Savior.  (comments - H.S.)

· The second answer can be found in Colossians 3:2  “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  Instead of always thinking about your problems, what you can’t do, what you don’t have, how bad you feel, etc.  Start thinking about who you are in Christ Jesus (that now you are the righteousness of God), start thinking about who it is that now lives inside of you, starting thinking and confessing what the Words says you have and are - and STOP thinking about what the WORLD says you are.   You have got to get rid of your ‘stinking thinking’ and start thinking and seeing yourself as God sees you!

You have to realize that you will never be able to consistently rise higher than the image you have of yourself, and you will never accomplish things that you don’t first see yourself accomplishing.  You have to start seeing yourself rising to new levels - seeing yourself accomplishing your dreams, receiving more, giving more, loving more, and enjoying life, seeing your family serving God—then you will start to release and realize the potential, the greatness that God has placed inside of you.

· The third step can be found in Prov. 13:20  “He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.”  Well, what can I say?  This verse speaks volumes!  God is telling you that you need to stop hanging around with those negative speaking, negative active people that want to keep you down with them - because their lives are going nowhere!  (comments - H.S.)
You see I told you that you already knew the answers - now all you have to do is apply what you already know.  God has placed a seed of great potential inside of you - loose it and set it free to become all that God has ordained for you to be!!!
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