HARVESTING COVENANT BENEFITS

PRAYER

Scripture:  Heb. 13:20-21

Repeat after me:  We are a blood covenant people and we serve a covenant keeping God!!!  

Last week we study our last covenant in this series.  We studied the greatest and final covenant that God has established with anyone who place a believing faith in Jesus Christ.  This was the Covenant of Christ.  In today’s Scripture text, it tells us that this is an ‘everlasting covenant.’  And it also tells us that in this covenant agreement God wants to do for us some very special things.  I am going to re-read verse 21 out of the Amplified Bible.   “Now may the God of peace…Strengthen (complete, perfect) and make you what you ought to be and equip you with everything good that you may carry out His will; (while He Himself) works in you and accomplishes that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ (the Messiah); to Whom be the glory forever and ever (to the ages of the ages).  Amen (so be it).  Wow!  Look at the three things that God says that He wants to do for us as a blood covenant people:
· strengthen (complete, perfect us.)
· Make us what we ought to be

· Equip us with everything good that we may carry out His will
All the while He is doing these things, He will be working in us - accomplishing what is pleasing in His sight.
Now, I don’t know about you but these things boggle my mind.  As a blood Covenant people, God has promised us all kind of wonderful things.  In Deut. 28 He tells us “…blessed shall you be in the city and blessed shall you be in the field, bless shall be the fruit of your body and the fruit of your ground, the Lord shall make you have a surplus of prosperity, the Lord shall make you the head, and not the tail; and you shall be the above only, and not beneath…”  Then God goes on to tell us in I Cor. 2:9  “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard neither have entered into the heart of man the thing which God hath prepared for them that love him.”  When we hear verses such as these, our hearts shouts out ‘hallelujah’ and ‘thank you Jesus.’  But has the question every entered your mind as to how you can ‘harvest these blood covenant benefits?’  All of these benefits (and more) can be summed up in point #3 that God listed above…”Equip us with everything good that we may carry out His will.”  You say, ‘Pastor, how can all these blessings be mine?  What do I need to do to have God ‘equip me with everything good?’  I think if I give you another Scripture text it may help answer that question.  Turn to III John 2  “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”  God is saying here that He wants us to prosper and be in good health, even as our soul prosper.  Some people see this as saying that God wants us to prosper and be in health in the SAME WAY that our soul is prospering.  But what if we read this a different way.  What if we read it as God saying that we will prosper and be in good health, BASED ON how our soul prospers!  I believe that this is what God is saying as well as the other way.
In our covenant agreement with God, the way that we harvest our covenant benefits is based on how our soul prospers, on how we are growing and maturing spiritually!  Tie this verse in with Hebrews 13:21 that we just read.  Our soul will prosper or mature as God strengthens, completes and perfects us.  How does God strength us.  Turn to James 1:2-4  (NIV)  “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”
How does God strengthen us?  By taking us through the trials and tribulation.  By using them to make us strong, to complete and perfect us; while He uses them to shape us into His image.  That’s why God tells us here to ‘count it pure joy’ when we are going through.  Because what we are going through is an act of testing the faith that we say we have.  I know I’ve said this before, but when we go through trials and tribulation God is using them to see if we will live up to in a time of war what we promised Him in a time of peace!!!  What we are going through now is designed to teach us how to persevere, to ‘keep-on, keeping-on.’  To not have a spirit of giving up, of throwing up our hands and calling it quits!  How do you harvest the covenant benefits that God has promised us – by counting it pure joy when we go through the trials of life!  (heavy isn’t it?)  Knowing that God is using them to strength and perfect you.
Notice, again, the third point of what God wants for us…”equip us with everything good so that we may carry out his will.”  What is the next step in harvesting our covenant benefits?  I believe this point tells us the answer.  God is saying that He wants to equip us with everything good.  For what purpose?  To carry out His will!!!  Do not think that you can harvest covenant benefits for your own selfish purposes.  Yes, God wants to prosper you, yes He wants you to be in good health.  But remember these things are contingent on how your soul prospers!  And you will know that your soul is prospering, you will know when you are growing spiritually when everything is just not about, ‘Me, mine, us four and now more.’  Turn to Ephesians 6:6  “Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.”  God wants us to do His will from our hearts.  He doesn’t just want us to be doing good to others when other people are around and they can say how wonderful we are.  No!  He wants you to prosper and be in good health so that you can be a blessing to someone else.  So that you can carry out God’s will in your life.  You want to harvest covenant benefits, then make your dreams of prosperity be wrapped around your being able to accomplish God’s will in this earth realm.  And not because of some worldly desires of wealth and fame.
What is the final step in being able to harvest our covenant benefits.  What was the last line of our Scripture text in Hebrews.  “while He Himself works in you and accomplishes that which is pleasing in His sight…”  What is it that God is working inside of us?  What is it in us that would be pleasing in His sight?  For an answer to that I need for us to look at two separate Scriptures.  Turn to John 3:30  “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  Turn to Gal. 3:20  “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.”  What is in that God wants to work and accomplish inside of us?  The image of Christ!!!  He wants us to become more and more like His Son.  He wants us to also say the words of John the Baptist, ‘He must increase, but I must decrease.”  (comments – H.S.)  He wants us to view us lives as Paul did his.  Believing that his old life has been crucified with Christ.  And the life you see in him now is the ‘image’ of Christ!!!
We are blood covenant people and we serve a covenant keeping God.  Under the covenant agreement, the greatest blessing that we have is salvation.  Thank you Jesus!!!  But there are other blessings that God has for us.  Remember the words of 3 John.  “Beloved I wish above all things that you would prosper (financial) and be in good health (physical) even as your soul (spiritual) prospers.  How do we harvest these covenant benefits?  By realizing that the financial and physical benefits are connected to how we are growing   spiritually.
· Our growing spiritually involves allowing God to strengthen and perfect us.  How?  By counting it all joy when we go through different trials
· Our growing spiritually involves knowing that God will equip us with all good things in order to do His will and not ours.

· Our growing spiritually involves know that through it all God is working n us to accomplish what is pleasing in His sight.  What is pleasing in His sight?  Shaping and molding us into the image of Christ!

Now that you know how, go out and reap the benefits of being a blood covenant people; who serve a covenant-keeping God!!!
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