A NEW IDENTITY – HOLINESS
PRAYER

Scripture:  Heb. 12:14  “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.”
On Thursday evenings, we our currently doing a Bible Study entitled “Our New Identity in Christ.”  One of the most important things that we have learned is at the very moment we repented of our sins and gave our life to Christ that our classification changed from ‘sinner’ to ‘saint.’
We have learned that once we are saved we are no longer ‘a poor sinner saved by grace.’  That’s what we use to be, a poor sinner, but now in the sight of God, He sees us as saints!  Over and over again in the Epistles in the New Testament you heard God referring to believers as saints.  If you don’t believe it, check it out for yourselves.
You say ‘why, is that important, Pastor?”  Because it ties in with what God was trying to teach you last week, concerning the mind.  If in your mind you always see yourself as a sinner saved by grace, you will keep on sinning because that’s what you tell yourself  that you are.  But if you believe what the Word says about you and you see yourself as a ‘saint’ you will strive to live in accordance to the higher standards that God has called us to.
Now this morning, I want to continue the sermon from last week and show you that at the moment of your salvation, your classification not only changed from sinner to saint, but your classification also changed from being ‘unclean’ to that of being a ‘holy people.’
Our base Scripture tells us that ‘without holiness, no man shall see the Lord.”  And I started preaching a sermon on “holiness – a lifestyle.”  And I took you to First Peter to show you the steps on what we need to do to live a holy life.  But this week God has shown me that I put the ‘cart before the horse.’  That I was taking you through the steps to show you how to live a holy life before I took the steps to show you that holiness is not something you can acquire it is an identity that God gives you at salvation.  I’ll take you back to First Peter later and continue to show you the steps on living a holy life.  But first I have got to establish that fact that when you are saved you automatically become holy in God’s sight.
Remember our base Scripture, ‘without holiness, no man shall see God.’  Well, we also know that without salvation, no man/women, boy or girl shall see God.  So there has got to be a connection.  I told you last week that holiness comes from one Greek word hagios.  Its Hebrew equivalent is kadosh.  The three forms of this word are holiness, saints, and sanctification.  Its basic meaning is to be separated, set apart, and different.  Morally, it means pure, sinless, and righteous.
Right now we going to look at some examples of the word ‘holy’ in its meaning of being separated, set apart and different.
· Acts 7:33 “The said the Lord to him (Moses), Put off thy shoes from thy feet:  for the place where thou standest is HOLY ground.  (The ground on which Moses stood was said to be holy.)
· Heb. 9:24 (a)  “For Christ is not entered into the HOLY place made with hands…”  (The temple of God was called holy, as well as the holiest of all – the Holy of Holies.)  Why?  Because it was separated for God’s use.  It was the place where God’s Spirit dwelled!

· II Peter 1:18  “And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the HOLY mount.”  The mountain on which Christ was transfigured was called holy.
Now are you starting to get the idea?  These things/places were considered holy because God Himself was there and because they were separated for God’s use.
Now let’s move from places that were called holy to people who were called holy.  Turn to:
· “Lev. 20:26 “And ye (the Jewish people) shall be holy unto me:  for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people that ye should be mine.

· Rom. 11:16  “For if the first fruit (Abraham) be HOLY, the lump is also HOLY (the nation of Israel) and if the root(Abraham)  be HOLY, so are the branches.”  (We are the branches.)  Gal. 329  “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”  God is showing us that one of the things that belongs to us as Abraham’s seed is HOLINESS!!!
· I Peter 2:5  “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, (the church) an HOLY priesthood (believers) to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”
· I Cor. 6:19-20  “What?  Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are brought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body: and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  Wow!!!!  Your body, my body has now REPLACED the holy of holies within the inner sanctuary of the temple.  (comments – Holy Spirit)
Has this started to sink in?  Now do you understand that the moment you are saved you are no longer classified as a sinner but a saint, you are no longer classified as unclean, but as holy!  Not because of anything you have done but because of what Christ has done in and through you.
Now turn back to our Scripture from last week:   I Peter 1:13-16  “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Crist: As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.”
Let’s first look at the beginning of the verses – “wherefore gird up the loins of your mind.”  Remember we talked about that last week – how we have to ‘think about what we think about.’  Now God is saying that we are to gird up the loins of our mind and believe what God says about us and not what the devil says about us.  Gird up the loins of your mind and think about the fact that you are now a holy vessels, separated unto God for His purpose and for His use.  God has made you holy!!!
So as I told you last week these verses tell us how we are to live in this physical realm since we have now been separated from the unbelievers of this world for God’s use.  The question is - since we are now classified as holy in God sight – what kind of life are we to now live?  And, of course, the answer is a life of holiness.  The first thing is that we must ‘gird up the loins of our minds.  God taught us about this last week – so what else are we supposed to do.  What else does this text tells us that we need to do in order to live a holy life.
The text says that we are to be sober.  Sober means two things:

· Not to become intoxicated with drugs or alcohol of any kind.  God is saying as Christians we are not to be getting high on alcohol or drugs.  But we should be getting ‘high’ on the Holy Spirit.  Hallelujah!  (comments – H. S.)
· To be sober in mind and behavior.
No, being sober does not mean walking around looking all sad and depressed – that’s being somber!  Being sober means to be ‘controlled’ in all things.  It means not to be over indulgent in any area of our lives.  Whether it is eating, drinking, working, recreation, sleeping, sex, clothing, possessions, etc.   It means to live a ‘controlled’ and contented life in accordance with the Word of God.    Remember, God tells us in I Tim. 6:6  “Godliness (holiness) with contentment is a great gain.”  In order to live out the holiness that God has ordained that we are, we are to live a sober life!

The third thing that God tells us in our text in I Peter is to “hope to the end for the grace and salvation of God.”  That means in order to live the holy life – we have to keep our focus upon the coming grace, the salvation of God.  We need to focus on the fact that that glorious day is coming, the day when Jesus Christ shall burst open the heavens above and return to earth to save and perfect us eternally.  Keep that hope alive within your heart and your mind.  Think about that day, think about the wonderful grace of God, and think about the glorious and complete salvation of God that will be ours at the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ to this earth.  KEEP that hope alive and walk in the holiness that God has ordained for us!

And finally to live the life of holiness that God has ordained for us:  As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  We are to live a life of obedience, obedience to the Word of God and obedience to will and purpose of God.  We have been saved, we have been cleansed, and we have been washed in the Blood of the Lamb.  Now we are to live out what we have become.  We are to live a life of holiness because God has made us holy!  We are not to live a life following after our former lusts.  We are not to live a life following after our old sinful ways – because God has delivered us from that.  Sin no longer has dominion over us because now we are the holy ones of God.
Look at the later part of these verses:  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.”  Allow the Holy Spirit who now lives within you to empower you for a life of holiness.  And watch how God will move in your life!!!
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