SERVANT HEART OF CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 10:32-40, 42-45

Jesus and His disciples were on their way to Jerusalem.  As Jesus often did, He took this time of travel and used it as a teachable moment.  He began to tell His disciples of how He would be delivered to the chief priests and scribes.  He told them of how He would be mocked and beaten and even put to death.  But then He says the most amazing thing to them; He tells them that on the third day He would rise again.  Now I don’t know about you, but if I had been a follower of Christ during that time I would have had a whole lot of questions about what He just said.  (comments – H. S. )  Instead of addressing the things that Jesus said that He, the Son of Man, must endure, two of his disciples bring up a very strange request.  James and John speak up and say, “Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.”  Now that is a loaded request!  But Jesus simply replies to them, “What would ye that I should do for you?”  They answer, “Grant unto us that we may sit, one of thy right hand, and the other on they left hand, in thy glory.”  
These men had no idea of what they were asking, the only thing that they were thinking about at that time was self.  They were only concerned about what was going to be advantageous to them.  They were only thinking about what would be profitable for them.  In some ways there request remind me of the mind-set of so many people today.  Many people think that when they are in a relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ, that they should try and get as much from the relationship as possible.  When I say this I am talking about on the negative side of receiving from the Lord; whereby the person is more concerned about what God can give to them rather than what they can give to God!  I’m sure that you know what I am talking about.  Just think about how we pray sometime, i.e., ‘bless me, bless my family, bless my job, bless my country, etc.’  How often do we here someone pray, ‘Lord, I just what to bless You!  I just what to do what is pleasing in your sight.’  You say, how can we bless the Lord?  Think about the words of Psalm 103, “Bless the Lord, O my soul.  And all that is within me, bless the Lord.”  One of the meanings of the word bless, is to make happy.’  (comments – H.S.)
This was not the mind-set of the two disciples in our text.  They were not concerned about what Jesus was about to go through.  I am not quite sure that they even heard what Jesus had said about being beaten, mock, put to death.  Oh, yes, they may have heard it with their ears but they didn’t hear it with their understanding.  Notice, Jesus does not reprimand them for their request.  He simply tells them that what they are asking for is not His to give.  He lets them know that these places of honor have been reserved by God the Father for those that He has chosen.  And, hallelujah, Jesus was letting them know that He would not dare to think of usurping His Father’s authority.  Then, again, Jesus uses this as a teachable moment.  And what He says, completely overturns the value system of the world.  Jesus says to them, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to became great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.”  Or in other words He is saying, in the world value system the ones who are in leadership position, rule over those who are under them.  They use their authority to dictate to them.  But Jesus says, ‘not so, in the Kingdom of God.’  In God’s kingdom whoever wants to be great, must minister to others.  Whosoever wants to be the head, must first have a servant’s heart!  
You say, ‘Pastor, what does it mean to have a servant’s heart?’  Let’s look at a perfect example of One who truly had a servant’s heart.  Remember the words of Christ in vs. 45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  Jesus is the One who had the perfect servant heart.  How do I know this?  Turn to Phil. 2:5-8  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!”  

How would you describe Jesus’ servant heart from this text and how can it apply to us:

· First of all Jesus had the proper attitude in His heart.  What He was preparing to do was not for self-gratification but for the good of all of humankind.  His goal was always to do that which was pleasing to the Father.  (comments – H.S.)  When we serve God and thereby serving humankind, we have to do it with the proper attitude.  You must do what you do out of a heart of love.   You don’t serve begrudgingly but because you love God and you love His people.

I have seen so many people who are making the claim of serving God, but they do it with MUCH attitude.  They grumble and complain about serving or they grumble and complain that they are the only one who IS serving.  And if they are not grumbling and complaining they are serving grudgingly, they is no joy in their service.  Remember what God tells us in Psalm 100:2  “Serve the Lord with gladness…”  Having a servant’s heart is not doing something because you feel forced or obligated to do it.  Having a servant’s heart is not doing something simply because you are being paid to do it.  Amen!

What else can we learn from our text in Philippians about Jesus’ servant heart.
· Secondly, He made Himself nothing.  This literally means that He ‘emptied Himself.’  Before Jesus came into this world, He was ALL GOD!  In all of the glory and majesty of what being God entailed.    But He was willing to lay all of that aside, put on human flesh to come into this world and limit himself to live as a human being.  
· Before we can have a servant’s heart like Jesus, we must empty ourselves as well.  Emptying  ourselves of self and allowing God to take control of our heart and mind.  Remember Scripture says that He made Himself nothing.  How do we make ourselves nothing?  That does not mean that you devalue yourself.  But what it means is the same thing God told us last week, “He must increase and I must decrease.”  

Making yourself nothing or emptying yourself means that you are  not doing things just so people can applaud you and tell you how wonderful you are.  But you are doing them to lift up and to reveal to the world the Holy One that you serve.  And His Name is called Jesus!!!  Having a servant’s heart means that you do it because you know Who it is that you are a servant to.  Knowing that when you serve others it is because you are serving God, and you are doing what you do to please Him. 

· Thirdly, Jesus revealed His servant heart because He was willing to humble Himself, even to the point of death. He was willing to humble Himself and to come into this world to die for our sin.  Now that’s a servant’s heart!  (comments – H.S.)  
Many of you remember that God has taught us that being humble means:  strength under control.  That means you have the ability and perhaps even the right to respond in a negative way when someone hurts you.  But you choose NOT to.  That is humility, that is strength under control.  Remember Jesus humbled Himself and become obedient even unto death.  Well, we do the same thing when we humble ourselves and die to our rights.   You say, ‘what do you mean Pastor?’  Dying to your right to be angry when someone has hurt you.  Dying to your right to have the last word in an argument.  Dying to your right to take vengeance on someone.  Isn’t this what Jesus did when He was wrongfully accused, beaten, mocked and killed?  (comments – H.S.)
I don’t know about you but it has been powerful for me to see the servant heart of Christ.  But the question can be asked.  Why did Jesus choose to come into this world and serve rather than being served?  Why would Jesus choose to adopt a servant heart rather than coming into this world as a warrior and wiping all of humanity off the face of the earth.  I believe the answer can be found in the following Scripture:   Heb. 12:2  “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the JOY set before him endured the cross, scorning (despising) its shame, and sat down at the right hand f the throne of God.”
Jesus humbled Himself and endure it all for the joy that was set before Him.  For the joy of seeing many people come to a believing faith in Him.  For the joy of gaining many brothers and sisters in the faith.  For the joy of defeating Satan and his demons.  For the joy of returning to heaven and telling the Father, “I have accomplished everything that you sent me to earth to do!”  For the joy that was set before Him…  That’s why Jesus manifested a servant’s heart.  What about you?  I know that sometimes it is difficult to serve…but keep your eyes on the prize.  Keep the eye on the joy that is set before you.  What joy?  If you are a:
· communion steward.  Preparing the Lord’s Supper of bread and wine, preparing you for the day when you will set down at the greatest Lord’s supper of all.  The marriage feast of the Lamb.  For the joy that is set before you…

· Sunday School teacher.  Shaping and molding the minds of the children and young people so that they can come to a believing faith in Christ.  For the joy that is set before you…

· Musician.  Coming to rehearsal faithfully and teaching the choir members songs to praise and worship God.  So that on Sunday people can hear the Word of God through song.  For the joy that is set before you…

· Choir members.  Coming to rehearsal and church on Sunday so that you can sing and prepare people’s heart to receive the spoken word of God.  For the joy that is set before you…
· Youth leaders.  Teaching and showing the young people and children that you can have more fun being a Christian than being in the world.  For the joy that is set before you…

· Ushers.  Greeting the congregation and showing them their seats with a smile and love in your heart.  Remembering the words of Scripture that says, Psalm 84:10 (b)  “I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.”  For the joy that is set before you…
· Food Pantry.  Serving food to families that are in need.  Remembering the words of Jesus, “I was hungry and you feed me…”  For the joy that is set before you…

I could go on and on with areas that we work in within our church.  And we can think of others areas that we serve in that are not church related.  But, remember, as you serve to develop a servant’s heart like the servant heart of our Lord.  For the joy that is set before you…
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