KNOWING YOUR TRUE IDENTITY

PRAYER

Scripture:  II Cor. 5:17  “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.”  (Amplified version:  “Therefore if any person is (ingrafted) in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether): the old (previous moral and spiritual condition) has passed away.  Behold, the fresh and new has come!)
Many people have made of profession of giving their lives to Christ – yet they continue to live just like they did before they were saved.  They question can and should be asked, why?  Some people would say that it is because they have never truly been saved in the first place and in some cases that may be true.
But what about the ones who have truly made a heart commitment, yet they still have the same nasty attitudes that they use to have?  They will still curse you out if you push them too hard.  And many of them still follow the dictates of their flesh.  What would you say that their problem is?
God has shown me that many of these saved, born-again people still live their old way of life because they don’t know their ‘true identity.’  You say, ‘Pastor, what do you mean by that?’  Well, let’s look at our base Scripture again, the Amplified version.  It says if any person is ‘ingrafted’ in Christ.  (If you don’t know what that word means – look it up because I don’t have time to explain it to you now.)  God is saying – if any person is ‘in Christ,’ if a person has been ‘born-again,’ they become a new creation altogether – the old moral and spiritual condition has died.  The fresh and the new have come!!!  Wow!
So, again, why is it that many people don’t live a new life?  The answer is because they don’t know their true identity.  They don’t know that when God saved them – He made all things new!  They don’t know that their old nature has died and now they have the nature of Almighty God Himself!  I’ll talk to you about that a little later on – but what you need to know now is that many Christian people’s problem is that when they were saved they remained sin-conscious rather than saint-conscious.  They walk around thinking that they are nothing but a ‘poor unworthy sinner’ rather than thinking that they are now a ‘saint’ of God, who is holy and sanctified.  We just did a sermon series on that and prayerfully that message is starting to sink into your heart and mind.
At this point God wants to take you a little deeper into your ‘true identity’ once you have become saved.  He wants you to know that once you are saved you are not only changed from sinner to saint, you are not only changed from ‘unclean’ to ‘holy, but you have now been changed from unrighteous to righteous.  When you are saved you now become the righteousness of Almighty God.
To get a better understanding as to what occurred at the moment of your salvation – turn to Isaiah 6:1-8  “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  Above it stood the seraphims; each one had six wings with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet and with twain he did fly.  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory.  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.  Then said I, Woe is me!  For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:  for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.
Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then said I, Here am I ; send me.  Praise the Lord and Hallelujah!!!
What happened the moment that Isaiah came face to face with the Lord?  He realized his sinfulness – he said that he was a man of ‘unclean lips.’  (comments – H.S.)  What did he do when he realized his sinfulness?  He mourned before the Lord – it broke his heart!  He cried ‘woe is me, for I am undone, I am ruined, I am unfit to stand in the presence of God.’
But not only did he mourn – but he also confessed his sin!  And because he confessed his sin and repented – notice what God does for Him.  God takes away his iniquities and God takes away his sin and he was forgiven and cleansed!
Now, I want you to notice the next thing that God says to him – ‘whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’  God has saved, forgiven and cleansed him and now God wants to ‘use’ him.  Notice when God asks him this question – Isaiah doesn’t go into that all too familiar theme ‘oh, God, I know you can’t be talking to me, I’m just a poor unworthy sinner, saved by grace.’
Isaiah didn’t stand there continuing to moan and groan before the Lord about his past.  He didn’t stand there asking God over and over again to forgive him.  He didn’t continue condemning himself.  What did he do?  He believed that God was true to His Word.  Isaiah believed God had taken away his sins.  He knew that God had forgiven him and he knew that there was nothing that he did to deserve this forgiveness!
So in gratitude and thanksgiving and praise for all that God had done for him, he offered himself to God for His use and for His service.  He said to God ‘Here am I, send me!”  He knew that he now stood ‘righteous’ before Almighty God!  He now knew that he was a ‘brand new’ man, that old things have passed away and the ‘fresh and the new’ had come.  Hallelujah, and thank you Jesus.
Now, the same principal applies to each of us when we give our lives to Christ.  Turn to I John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he (Jesus) is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (Amplified Version – “If we (freely) admit that we have sinned and confess our sins.  He is faithful and just (true to His own nature and promises) and will forgive our sins (dismiss our lawlessness) and (continuously) cleanse us from all unrighteousness (everything not in conformity to His will in purpose, thought, and action.)
This Scripture is just like He did with Isaiah!  (compare the two)  This Scripture says that when we confess our sins – God does two things for us.  He forgives our sins and He cleanses us from all unrighteousness.  (Look at everything the Amplified version shows that unrighteousness is.)  So if God cleanses us from all unrighteousness – that means we then become righteous.
You don’t believe me?  Turn to “Rom. 3:22  “Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe…”  This verse is saying that as soon as we have a believing faith in Jesus Christ – God credits us with His righteousness.  This is our true identify.  We are no longer sinners but saints, we are no longer unclean but holy, and we are no longer unrighteous but righteous!
Turn to 2 Peter 1:3-4(a)  According as his divine power hath give unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue; Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:  that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature…”  (comments – H.S.)  Through God’s divine power at the moment of conversion, He gave us of his divine nature.  We no longer have our old sinful nature – we have the divine nature of Almighty God.  We are righteous and we are justified.  And for that the whole church says, HALLELUJAH!!!
This is your true identity.  Why is that important?  So that as new creatures in Christ Jesus – we no longer live by the dictates of our flesh!  Turn to Eph. 4:22-24  (Amplified) “Strip yourselves of your former nature (put off and discard your old renewed self) which characterized your previous manner of life and becomes corrupt through lusts and desires that spring from delusion.
And be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind (having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude), And put on the new nature (the regenerate self) created in God’s image, (Godlike) in true righteousness and holiness.
Our previous Scripture in 2 Peter showed us that at the moment of conversion our old sinful nature died and God gave us of His new divine nature.  But this text that we just read in Ephesians tells us to strip-off or discard our old sinful nature and to put on our new nature.  God uses an analogy much like the changing of clothes.  But why would we have to ‘strip’ off and ‘put’ on when Scripture says that God has done this?

The key is in the verse that says ‘be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind.  The mind is the key in this process.  When you are saved your old sinful nature dies.  You now have a brand new spirit man – created in God.  But your mind and your body remember the sinful acts of your old sinful nature.  And they continue to want to do them.  But you have to strip that dead nature out of your mind and out of your flesh.  And you do this by renewing your mind to the truths of God’s Word.  You do this by coming to the revelation wisdom and knowledge of who you are in Christ Jesus.  You do this by knowing your true identity.
Notice what this Scripture says – “put on the new nature created in God’s image, in true righteousness and holiness.  This is your true identity – you have not only become a saint, you have not only become holy, but now you are the righteous of Almighty God.  We have become the righteousness of God in Christ, but we have been living as slaves when we ought to reign as kings.  The sin problem stops being a problem the moment we know who and what we are in Christ.  The sin problem stops being a problem when we realize that Satan’s dominion over us is broken!  When you became a new creature, a partaker of the divine nature, the old sinful natures loses its hold!  And now your have God’s divine nature and the righteousness of God!!!  Amen!
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