NATURE AND CHARACTER OF GOD
This morning, I want to talk to you about the God that we serve.  I want us to do that because so many people not only have different views of who God is, but they also have different ideas as to what God is all about.  Now we know when the limited amount of time that we have this morning, we won’t even begin to scratch the surface on this subject.  But prayerfully this sermon will wet you appetite so that you will want to know more and more about this God that we serve.  The first thing I want us to think about is the nature and character of God.  Scripture succinctly describes His nature and character in Rev. 4:8  “Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.  Day and night they never stop saying:  ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.’”
Now I want those words to resonate within your heart and your mind…God is holy, God is holy, God is holy.  What comes to your heart and your mind?  When I think on the holiness of God, I think of my unworthiness.  I think of, in the natural, how unworthy I am of God’s love.  How unworthy I am of God’s blessings and how unworthy I am of God’s gift of salvation.  It causes me to ponder how could an infinite, all-powerful and holy God love a creature such as myself.  Now when I think of thoughts like that it doesn’t make me depressed, it makes me so grateful and thankful that God is who He is!!!  My mind goes to the words of the twenty-four elders who worship Him before the throne and cry out in vs. 11  “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power…”  My mind goes to Exodus 15:11 “Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods?  Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?”  (comments -  H.S.)
There is no god like our God.  Matter of fact there is no other God, but our God!!!  Hallelujah and He is worthy, so very worthy of our praise and worship!  I love talking about the holiness and majesty of God, but as you examine His holiness and majesty you begin to see that there are some things that are required of us.  Many people don’t like to think about the holiness of God for several reasons:
· Lev. 20:7  “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy:  for I am the Lord your God.”
Remember we are talking about the nature and character of God.  And if the God that we serve is holy and we profess to belong to Him,  than we have to be holy as well.  When I talk about our being holy, God has something that He wants you to understand.  He wants you to understand God’s part in our being holy and our part in being holy.  Turn to Col. 1:21-22 (NIV)  “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”
Wow!  Isn’t that amazing!!  Now, you have to know that God is talking to born-again believers here.  He says that once upon a time in our life, before we were saved, we were separated from God because of our sin.  But then He reconciled us back to Him through the death of His Son Jesus!  And when we repented of our sin and asked for forgive,  God took Jesus holiness and attributed it to us.  Then we were made holy in God sight, without blemish and free from any accusations.  Wow!  That was God’s part.  God placed His holiness inside of us.  He said at the moment of our salvation, “be ye holy, as I am holy.”  He anointed us with His holiness.  (comments – H.S.)
· I Peter 1:15-16  “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.”
The word “conversation” means not only your speech but your life style.  This is our part in being holy.  Our part is to live out the holiness that God placed within us at the moment of salvation.  (comments – H.S.)  Isn’t that amazing, God doesn’t expect us to work up our own holiness.  He gives us His holiness and then just ask us to live out His holiness!  (comments – H.S.)
But not only is our God holy, there is another word that describes His nature and character.  Turn to I John 4:8  “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”  What is the word that describes God’s nature and character?  It is love!  Scripture says that God is love!!!  Everything that God is about involves love.  Everything that He does is based on love!  Let me just tell you just four things about the love of God for a moment.  God’s love is:

· unchangeable.  God’s love for you will never change.  His love is a constant factor that we never have to worry about.  His love is always there, keeping us, sustaining us and taking care of us.  Even when He has to punish us, His love is still in action.  Because God says ‘He chastens those that He loves.”
· Impartial:  God doesn’t show partiality.  Remember John 3:16  “For God so loved the world…”  The world includes you.  Even though I love to claim to be His favorite, I know that God has no favorites.  He loves us all equally and passionately.

· Knows no boundaries.  What can separate us from the love of Christ?  “Neither heights or depths or principalities or powers, nothing can separate us from the love of God.  I think of a song we use to sing God’s love is so high, I can’t climb over it.  So low, I can’t climb under it.  So wide, I can’t get around it.  I must come in at the door!
· A drawing love.  His love has drawn or is currently drawing you to Him.  How do I know that because God tells us in Jer. 31:3  “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:  therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”  (comments – H.S.)
What should our response be to that kind of love?  You may be thinking we should love Him in return.  And for that answer God gives an resounding, YES!!!  That the answer, but how do we show God that love?  Turn to John 14:15  “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  Love equals obedience.  You can’t say that you love God and you not obey His Word.  We are not to obey God out of compulsion.  We are not to obey God because we are afraid of punishment.  But we are to obey God because we want to please Him for the great love He has shown to us!!!  We are to obey God because of the great love that we have for Him!!!  We are to obey God because of the many wonderful things that He has done for us.
Sometimes as a Pastor, I get a little frustrated when I see not only disobedience to God’s word, but I see a lack of commitment or concern for what God says.  I just get a little upset when I think about how good God has been to each of us and then I see people blatantly just ignoring Him.  You say, ‘what do you mean, Pastor?’  Well, let me give you two examples of things that are very near and dear to my heart, Bible Study and faithful church attendance.  God tells us in His Word “Study to show thyself approved…” & “forsake not the assembly of yourselves together…”  (comments – H.S.)  But no matter how much I preach or teach about the importance of both, I can’t get some people in Bible Study or church consistently.  Then I start to question the effectiveness of my ministry.
Then God showed me something that just blew my mind.  Turn to I Samuel 8:6-8  “But when they said, ‘Give us a king to lead us,’ this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord.  And the Lord told him:  Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.  As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you.’”  (explain context)
God told Samuels that the people were not rejecting him, but they were rejecting God Himself.  God used this to show me that when you refuse to come to Bible Study, when you don’t come to church on a regular basis, that you are not rejecting me but you are rejecting Him!!!  (comments – H.S.)
We serve such a wonderful God!  We serve such a loving God!  We serve such a majestic and powerful God!  How can we not want to serve Him, how can we not want to emulate Him?  This morning I just wanted to show you a little bit about the nature and character of our God.  We have seen that our God is holy, because He is holy we too are to live holy lives.  We saw that God is love.  And because He is love, we are to live a life of love as well!  And we are to live a life of loving obedience to Him.  Amen!
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