THE GREATER COVENANT

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 22:20
Thus far we have looked at four great covenants in the Old Testament, the covenant with Noah, Abraham, Moses and David and Jonathan.  Through our study of these, prayerfully, we have developed a greater understanding of what being in covenant is all about.  And, prayerfully, it has helped us to better understand the premise that we are a blood covenant people.  This morning we are going to look at the greatest covenant of all and that is “The Covenant of Christ.”  Each of the covenants that we have study thus far have been ‘stepping stones’ to taking us to God greatest and final covenant with humankind.  What is so great about this covenant?
Turn to Jer. 31:31-34 (NIV)  “’The time is coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,’ declares the LORD.

‘This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,’ declares the LORD.  ‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God and they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,’ declares the LORD.  ‘For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’” 
Notice, again, that it is God who is taking the initiative to bring the people back into relationship with Him.  He reminds them of how He had led them out of Egypt.  He reminded them of how He had been a husband to them.  He used the analogy of a husband because in God’s mind a husband is suppose to led, provide and protect his family.  (Just as a little side note, this is a good reference for you to let you know that God will be the husband for the husband-less.  Before you hook-up with a mate down here, make sure that God is first and foremost your husband.  (comments – H.S.)  God reminds them and us that He has been a husband for them over and over again.  But they continued to spurn Him and turn their back on Him.
 Notice that this text says that they broke the covenant that God made with them.   God never broke covenant with them even when they were unfaithful!  I want you to notice the magnitude of love that God has for these people.  I want you to understand the depth to which God would go to establish a people of His own.  God says, in effect, since you’ve had such difficulty in living up to the  covenant I established through Moses, the ten commandments, I will establish a new covenant with you.   In this new covenant instead of writing my law on stone tablets, I will write them on your heart.  Instead of my law being external, my law will now be internal whereby it will shape and govern your lives.  Then God says something that just thrills me to my bones, “then I will be your God and you will be my people.”
The old covenant, the Ten Commandments, will not and have not been abolished.  But they have been incorporated into the new.  Writing God’s law on our hearts means that we will not obey them out of compulsion, but because now they are inside of us.  We will obey them because they will be a part of us and we will obey them out of love for our Covenant-Keeping God!!!  Because, remember, He will be our God and we will be His people.  Hallelujah!!!  But notice in our text that there is a ‘spasm of time’ between verses 33 & 34.  How do I know that?  In vs. 33 God speaks of writing His law in our hearts.  This has already been done for those who are believers in Christ, and is still being done.  How?  When the Holy Spirit takes the Word that is preached and taught and places it within our hearts and mind, that Scripture is being fulfilled.   But vs. 34 speaks of a time when no one will have to preach or teach someone that they need to know the Lord, for all will know Him from the least to the greatest.  This is talking about during the millennial reign.  (comments – H.S.)  Why is that important?  Because it shows that this new covenant that God will make with humankind, will not only be in effect from its inception but throughout the millennial realm into eternity.  It will never be superseded by another covenant.  But not only that, look at the last verse of this section…”for I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  (comments – ‘remember no more’)
Wow!  This is tremendous!  But how will God ratify a covenant like this?  Turn to Heb. 10:1-10  “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.  For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.  If it could, would they have not stopped being offered?  For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.  But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:  ‘Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.  Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, O God.’  First he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them’ (although the law required them to be made).  Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.’

He sets aside the first to establish the second.  And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  Hallelujah!!!
God shows us here that in the old covenant animal sacrifices had to be made to atone for sin.  But this system was temporary, it was a foreshadow of what was to come.  It was temporary because it was impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin.  At that time, sin was just being ‘white-washed,’ it was just being covered over.  Another problem with the sacrificial system of that day was it was a constant reminder to the people of how sinful they were.  They were always walking around with guilt and condemnation.  This is not how God wanted humankind to live and it is not how He would have us to live today.  Then our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ steps up.  Can you hear Him saying these words?  Can you imagine the total devotion that He had for God the Father to step up like this?  Can you begin to grasp just how much it is that God loves you and me.  Jesus steps up and says (please, allow me to take some poetic license)  “Papa God, I know you have not been pleased or satisfied with the burnt offerings and sin offerings that the people have brought to you.  I know that they are not sufficient to do the job of cleansing the people of their sin.  So, I offer myself to you.  I have come to do your will!”
Scripture says that ‘a body you prepared for me.’   The Hebrew text actually says “mine ears has thou digged for me,’ that is, dug out of the earth and formed as part of the body.  God prepared Jesus a body and sent Him into this earth to ratify the new covenant that He wanted to establish with humankind.  And how would He ratify this covenant, by doing what the blood of animals could not do.  By dying to cleanse us from all of our sin.  This should break our hearts in love for God, for it show the glorious love that God has for us.  He loved us so much that He actually prepared a body and sent His precious Son—into this sinful and shameful world.  Imagine!  God came into this world in a human body…
· to show us the love of God.

· To take our sins and guilt and condemnation on Himself.

· To offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice for our sins.

· To make an exchange, to take off our sinful garments and to cloth us with His righteousness.

· To give us life eternal, a life that we can fellowship and commune with God forever and ever.
All of these promises and more belong to us as a blood covenant people.  But there is something else that we need to know about this covenant that we are in with God.  And that is what happens to those who refuse to be in covenant with God.  Turn to Heb. 10:26-31  “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much more severely d you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the COVENANT that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?  For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.  It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God.”
I don’t think this text needs much explanation.  God is saying that after we have heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and we still refuse to follow Him, there remains no other sacrifice for our sin.  (comments – H.S.)  He reminds us that if He punished those who rejected the law of Moses, the old covenant; how much more severely will He judge those who trample the Son of God under their feet.  How much more will He severely punish those who treat as an unholy thing the blood of the One who ratified this new covenant will Him.  God says ‘vengeance is mine, I will repay,’ and ‘it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God!’
God takes His blood covenant seriously.  How much more should we? 
PRAYER

INVITATIONAL HYMN
The Covenant Of Christ

The New Testament makes a clear distinction between the covenants of the  Mosaic Law and the covenant of Promise. The apostle Paul spoke of these "two covenants," one originating "from Mount Sinai," the other from "the Jerusalem above" (Gal. 4:24-26). Paul also argued that the covenant established at Mount Sinai was a "ministry of death" and "condemnation" (2 Cor. 3:7, 9).

The death of Christ ushered in the new covenant under which we are justified by God's grace and mercy -- it is now possible to have the true forgiveness of sins. Jesus Himself is the Mediator of this better covenant between God and man (Heb. 9:15). Jesus' sacrificial death served as the oath, or pledge, which God made to us to seal this new covenant.

The "new covenant" is the new agreement God has made with mankind, based on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The concept of a new covenant originated with the promise of Jeremiah that God would accomplish for His people what the old covenant had failed to do (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb.  11:7-13). Under this new covenant, God would write His Law on human hearts.

When Jesus ate the Passover meal at the Last Supper with His disciples, He spoke of the cup and said, "this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). Luke's account refers to this cup as symbolizing "the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you" (Luke 22:20).

When Paul recited the account he had received concerning the Last Supper, he quoted these words of Jesus about the cup as "the new covenant in My blood" (1 Cor. 11:25).
