JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 8:12, Luke 1:78-79
In these two short Scriptures, we see two different names given for our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  In John, Jesus states that He is the Light of the world.  In Luke we see Jesus being referred to as the Dayspring.  First, let’s look at light. Let’s compare the elementary things that we know about light to what Jesus would have us understand when He referred to Himself as the Light of the world.
· We know that light is necessary for us to be able to see with our physical eyes.  It is also through the light of Jesus Christ that we can see how to enter into a right relationship with God.  It is through the light of Jesus that we are able to see and understand the truths of God’s Word.  It is through the light of Jesus that we can not only see with a physical eye, but we can see with our spiritual eyes.

· We know that light provides illumination for us, i.e., when light is used in x-rays to determine what is inside of a person or thing.  Is the same way, the light of Jesus is able to reveal what is inside of our hearts and our minds.

· We know that light provides warmth. In the same way the light of Jesus Christ provides warmth to our souls as we bask in the light of God’s love for us.

·  We know that light is necessary for growth and in the same way the light of Jesus is necessary for us to be birthed into the kingdom of God first of all and then to grow thereby.
· We know that light is necessary to dispel darkness.  In the same way, the light of Jesus Christ is necessary to dispel the darkness of sin of this world!
Now are you starting to get an idea as to why Jesus referred to Himself as the Light of the world.
Now let’s look at the name of the Dayspring.  Luke 1:78-79 “Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the DAYSPRING (NIV – the Rising Sun)  from on high hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
The word ‘dayspring’ means the ‘dawn.’  The beginning of and new age.  God is showing us, in His infinite wisdom, that with the coming of Jesus a new age of begun in this world.  A new day is dawning whereby Jesus has come to bring the light of salvation to those who are living in darkness.  A new day has begun to guide us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  A new day has begun where God wants to guide us to the place of peace, peace with Him and peace with and within ourselves.
Since a new era has begun with the coming of Christ what are we to do?  Turn to Philippians 2:12-15  “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.”
Since Jesus states that He is the Light of the world, and we have confessed Him as our Lord and Savior, God says that we are too are lights.  And that we are to ‘shine as lights’ in the midst of a crooked and perverse world.  Our lives are to be so different that we are to shine as lights.  Someone may be thinking, ‘am I suppose to be walking around with a literal shine on my face?’  No, that is not what God is saying here.  He is saying that the light of Christ is to be so strong within us that it shines out through every aspect of our lives.  Your lifestyle is to be so different that you will stand out from the norm.  You say, ‘Pastor, how can I do that?’  Well God has given us some precise things that need to be done in the above verses.  God says that since Jesus is the Light of the world and if we say that He lives inside of us – then that light, which is Jesus, should shine out of us.  How?

Look at what God says in verse 14 – “Do all things without murmurings and disputings (complaining and arguing.”  Notice this text says “…do ALL things.”  (comments – H.S.)  We live in a midst of a world that is always complaining and arguing over everything.
Some people just love to argue.  (list some things)  Now picture yourself in the midst of a situation and instead of arguing and complaining, you keep your cool and allow Christ to speak through you.  Don’t you think people would notice you?  Don’t you think that the light of Christ would be shining through you?  Instead of murmuring and complaining about everything God tells us in His word that we are to be content.
Turn to Heb. 13:5  “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have:  for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  (comments – H.S.)
Turn to Proverbs 15:16  “Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and trouble therewith.”  (comments – H.S.)

God is telling us that as Christians, we are not to allow strife and bitterness to be a part of our lives.  Turn to James 3:14-18  “But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.  This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  For where envying and strife is there is confusion and every evil work.  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.”
Envying, strife, and division does not come from God.  If you are walking around claiming to be a child of God and this is part of your daily life, then I would tell you to check out your salvation.  Envying, strife and division comes from the devil.  And God says that if you open yourself up to those things, you are opening yourself up to all kinds of confusion and evil in your life!!!  Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world, follow me and don’t walk in darkness!”
What’s the next thing that God tells us in our texts in Philippians that we need to do to shine as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse world.  He tells us in verse 15 that we are to be “blameless and harmless.”  Blameless means to be walking in the righteousness and holiness of Almighty God.  We are to keep ourselves unspotted by the things of this world.  We are to be harmless whereby we determine not to do any one wrongly, not to treat anyone unfairly; whether it is your mate, child, friend, boss, etc.  That we will not be out to do anyone harm but to only do them good.  Why?  The next verse in Philippians answers that.  Because we are now the sons and daughters of God!  Because we have the light of Jesus Christ living inside of us.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world…the dayspring from on high has visited us.  What are we to do with that light?  What are we do since the light of Christ has issued in a new era, a new beginning, a new day’s dawn?  Turn to Matt. 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  (comments – H.S.)
Let your life shine as lights since we serve the One who is the Light of the word!!!
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