HOLINESS – IT’S A LIFESTYLE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Heb. 12:14  “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.”

This morning we are going to begin talking about a subject that is extremely important in our Christian walk, and that is HOLINESS.  It is so important that our Scripture text says that ‘without holiness, no one will ever see the Lord!”  As born-again believers, God is calling each of us to live a life of holiness.  God wants to give you and He wants to give me additional revelation, wisdom, and knowledge and what it means to be a child of God.  And He wants to give us the knowledge as to what is expected of us as children of God.
Now, I know when some of you heard the word ‘holiness’ you started to ‘cringe’ in your seats.  Perhaps the image of someone who belonged to the Holiness Church leaped to your mind.  But what God wants you to know this morning is that what He is going to be talking about is not a denomination, but a lifestyle.  Let me repeat this Scripture again, “Follow peace with all men, and HOLINESS, without which NO MAN(woman, boy or girl)  shall see the Lord.”  That is a powerful statement!  So the question can be asked, exactly what does the word ‘holiness’ mean?
The word holiness or holy means to be:  righteous, pure, sinless and godly; to be perfect complete, and fulfilled in every possible sense; to be separated and entirely different from all other beings and things.  The root meaning is to be different.  The believer is to be different from the unbelievers of the world.  The believer is to be set-apart for God use and service.  You say, “Pastor, how can I possibly do or be holy?  How can I be:
· righteous, pure, sinless, and godly?
· Perfect, complete, and fulfilled?
· Separated, entirely different from all who live worldly?
For an answer to that question, turn to I Peter 1:13-16.  “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
God is giving us a key here as to how we can be holy.  Notice the first thing this text says “…gird up the loins of your mind.”   This means to “think about what you think about.”  Don’t allow you mind and your thoughts to play havoc with your life.  When this text was written, men wore robes, and they wore a belt around their waist.  When they were about to do some strenuous activities, they gathered up their robe and tightened it under their belt so that the robe would not flop around and hinder their work.
In the same way the believer is to gather up the loins of his mind, bind up every thought that is contrary to the Word of God and to cast it out!!!  God is saying that in order for us to live the holy life we got to think about what we think about.  We are not to allow our thoughts to roam about and harbor thoughts of lust and worldliness.  We are to center out mind on God and the things of God.  God is saying in order to be holy (and remember God said in our base Scripture that ‘without holiness, no man shall see God”) you have got to ‘gird up the loins of your mind.’
My brothers and sisters in Christ, I can’t stress to you enough the importance of what you put into your mind!  I cannot stress to you enough the importance of what you do with your mind.  Just to show you how God feels about this subject.  Let’s briefly look at some Scripture on the subject of the mind:
· “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace” (Rom. 8:5-6)

· “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, HOLY, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2)

· “For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him?  But we have the mind of Christ”  (I Cor. 2:16)

· “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  (for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ”  (2 Cor. 10:3-5)

· And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true HOLINESS.  (Eph. 4:23-24).
· “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5)

· “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8)

· “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him”  (Col. 3:10)

· Thou will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee”  (Isa. 26:3).

God cannot possible make it any clearer as to how important it is what you do with your mind.  Because as Joyce Meyers puts it – ‘where the mind goes, the body will follow.”  God tells us in this Scripture ‘Be ye holy as I am holy.”  You cannot live a holy life and continue to put trash in your mind.
What else does this text tells us that we need to do in order to live a holy life.  It says that we are to be sober.  Sober means two things:

· Not to become intoxicated with drugs or alcohol of any kind.

· To be sober in mind and behavior.

No, being sober does not mean walking around looking all sad and depressed – that’s being somber!  Being sober means to be ‘controlled’ in all things.  It means not to be over indulgent in any area of our lives.  Whether it is eating, drinking, working, recreation, sleeping, sex, clothing, possessions, etc.  It means to live a ‘controlled’ and contented life in accordance with the Word of God.  Remember, God tells us in I Tim. 6:6  “Godliness (holiness) with contentment is a great gain.”  In order to live a holy life, we need to live a sober life!

The third thing that God tells us in our text in I Peter is to “hope to the end for the grace and salvation of God.”  In order to live a holy life, our hope must be kept alive.  There is a ‘dead hope’.  A dead hope is the hope that so many people have the hope that they will be acceptable to God when they die.  That is the hope or the feeling that so many people have the feeling that God would never reject them, not in the final analysis.  The believe that whatever life that there is after death – they are not sure what it will be like—they feel they will be okay and acceptable.  This is a dead hope because it is based on wishful thinking.
Ours is a living hope – a hope that is based on our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Notice what vs. 13 says again – “hope to the end for the grace and salvation of God.”  That means in order to live the holy life – we have to keep our focus upon the coming grace, the salvation of God.  Remember:  grace is the favor of God showered upon us.  And even though in our Christian walk we have fallen, and ignored the grace of God.  God continues to favor us.
In order to walk holy, we need to keep our minds focused on the fact that God sent His Son into the world to take away our sin and to die and bear our punishment.  We need to focus on the fact that we have been saved and one day we will live in heaven with God eternally.  We need to focus on the fact that that glorious day is coming, the day when Jesus Christ shall burst open the heavens above and return to earth to save and perfect us eternally.  Keep that hope alive within your heart and your mind.  Think about that day, think about the wonderful grace of God, and think about the glorious and complete salvation of God that will be us at the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ to this earth.  KEEP that hope alive and walk in the holiness that God has ordained for us!

Come back next week to get the rest of the steps on how to live holiness.  Because remember God said that ‘without holiness, no man shall see God.’
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