RELEASING THE POWER WITHIN-10-15-06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.”

As we continue in our series on living the life of faith - we recall that God has been speaking to us concerning power.  We have seen where there is POWER in the blood of Jesus Christ - therefore we need to have FAITH in the BLOOD.  Last week God showed us that another one of our weapons to defeat the enemy that is attacking our lives, is the POWER of forgiveness.  Forgiveness gives us power over the enemy in the same way that unforgiveness gives the enemy power over us.  (repeat)  Therefore we need to have FAITH in the forgiving power of God and having FAITH in our POWER to forgive.  We need to remember that forgiveness has nothing to do with how we ‘feel’ - forgiveness is a decision!

This morning we are going to be looking at the ‘power’ that now resides within every ‘born-again’ believer.  And we are going to be looking at how to ‘release the power within’ us!  But before we can do that we got to know where power comes from. Psalm. 62:11 “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this, that power belongeth unto God..” (KJV) (comment - H.S.)

I am sure that there is no one here this morning that would not agree that we serve a POWERFUL GOD!  He spoke and created the world and all its galaxies!  He laid out a velvet canvas and flung the stars in place.  And Scripture tells us that He calls every star by name.  God is our healer and our provider and Scripture tells us that He is our “ever present God in times of our needs.”  We serve a God who is actually beyond descriptions.  But I will also need to let you know that Scripture tells us in Luke - that “nothing is impossible with God.”

Ex. 15:6 “Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power.  Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.  This shows us that God is so powerful that He can fight with one hand tied behind His back and still come out victorious.  Now that we know that God is ALL POWERFUL, let’s see how this applies to us.  How does God having power apply to us having power?  Well, lets look at the handout of Scripture placed in your bulletins.

·  Psalms 68:35  “You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives POWER and strength to his people.”
· I Chronicles 29:12  “Wealth and honor comes from you; you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to EXALT and GIVE strength/power to all.”

· Det. 8:18  “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God:  for it is He that giveth thee POWER to get wealth…”

· Luke 10:19 “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions (Satan & his demons), and over ALL the power of the enemy:  and NOTHING shall by any means hurt you.”

· Acts 1:8  “But you shall receive power after the Holy Spirits has come upon you…”

· Eph. 3:20 “ Now unto Him that is able to do EXCEEDING ABUNDANTLY ABOVE all that we ask or think, according to the POWER that worketh in us.”

· 2 Cor 10:4  “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have DIVINE POWER to demolish strongholds.”

· 2 Peter 1:3  “His divine POWER has given us EVERYTHING we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.

Now what do we see going on here?  We see God giving us the power of attorney to act on His behalf in this earth realm!!!!  (explain ‘power of attorney’)  Scripture tells us in 2 Peter that God has given us EVERYTHING we need in life?  How through His divine POWER that He has placed within us as believers!!!  So the question is - if this is true - and we know it is because God’s Word says it is; why is it that so many believers are not using the power that God has placed within us?

Of course, the first answer would be from Hosea 4:6  “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.”  So many people don’t know that God has given them any power - therefore they don’t use the power within them and Satan beats them and their family up one side and down another!!!

The second reason can be found in Proverbs 18:21  “Death and life are in the power of the tongue…”

Psalms 34:12-13  “Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.”

We don’t realize or any think about the many negative things we say during the course of a day.  Such as:

· I’ll never have enough money to pay my bills.

· She’ll never amount to anything.
· My child and I are always fighting.  We just can’t get along.
· Oh, he/she is just a little ‘demon’ child, I can’t do anything with them.
· My husband/wife is just plain evil, nothing good ever comes out of their mouth.
· My husband/wife doesn’t pay me any attention.
· I’ll never find a husband/wife.
· I’ve been ‘sickly’ all my life - I guess this is just my cross to bear.
· This is just the way I am, I can’t do anything about it.
Over and over again, we speak negative things into our lives and our family’s lives and we don’t even think about it.  Just think about this morning - how many negative things did you say before you came to church?  Be honest about it!  Then you come to church with a negative spirit - and if you don’t get rid of it during praise and worship, you won’t receive the message that God has for you!  And then you wonder why nothing changed in your life.

God says “death and life are in the power of the tongue.” (comments - H.S.)  Now, turn to Det. 30:19  “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.  Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.”
God is telling each of us this morning that He is giving us a choice.  We can choose ‘life or death’ to our circumstances/families or we can choose blessings or curses for ourselves and our children.  Which one is it going to be?  Then God gives us a clue - He says ‘choose life!!!!!!!!”  How do we do that?  How do we release the power within us?  It is through our FAITH, speaking what we believe into existence!!!!

We must realize that words are containers that will release the power within us.  Therefore, we have got to learn to speak ‘faith-filled’ words not ‘sight-filled’ words.  (comments - H.S.)  When you get a moment - look-up the word ‘say’ it your Bibles.  And see how often it tells us that we will have what we SAY.  You have got to know that it is not enough to tell someone that you believe, that you have faith.  But what is important is whether you will ACT on what you say that you believe.

God give us a person example of this when He is talking about salvation in Rom. 10:9  “That if thou shalt confess with they mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  God gives us a formula here that not only works for salvation - but in every area of our lives.  Believe =have in heart = confess out of mouth = act on it  = ownership/possession.  Having what you ‘say’ is not some ‘positive thinking mumbo-jumbo’ but it is know that the Bank of Heaven will back up your faith-filled words!!!

Satan wants to keep you defeated - that’s why he keeps putting all these negative thought patterns in you life.  Notice what this formula says again.  What you believe is what you have in your heart, what you have in your heart is what you will speak out of your mouth.  And what you speak out of your mouth is what you will act on.  And when you act on it - you own it, it becomes your possession.

So what does God want you to see here?  He wants you to see that it is important what you place when your heart.  God says that it is what is in a person heart that will defile them.  If you put negativism and trash within your heart - that’s what’s going to come out of your mouth and that is what you will see manifested in your life and in the lives of your loved ones.

Let me put it another way, perhaps this will help to make it clearer.  If you plant negative seeds = cause negative emotions = you embrace these emotions = they give birth to negative feelings.  You react to negative feelings and a negative idea is born.  This negative idea produces fear - fear that you are being taken advantage of, fear that you will always be alone, fear that you will never be able to be healed, fear that your husband/wife will leave you, etc.  And just as a little side note - you know what fear means, don’t you?

F-alse

E-vidence

A-ppears

R-  eal

You act on this fear which produces negative consequences.  And then stand there looking pathetic - whining and complaining “why’s everybody always picking on me.”  (remember that song?)  BUT, again, if you believe the Word of God, place it within your heart, speak it out of your mouth, act on it, then it will become yours, you will own it, and you will possess whatever it says.  Hallelujah!!!!!!

Start speaking ‘faith-filled’ words based on the Word of God - and watch the power that God has placed within you being released!!!
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