FAITH IN THE BLOOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.” & Eph. 1:7  “In Him, we have redemption through His BLOOD, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.

God has plainly told us in His Word that those who go by the Name of Christ have been declared righteous.  The word ‘righteous’ in this context means ‘right standing’ or a ‘right  relationship’ with God.  God says that this righteous begins with faith and it ends with faith.  Then He tells us very clearly how we as the ‘righteousness’ of God are supposed to live.  He says the righteous are to live by faith!

Many people claim that they are ‘faith’ people - they claim that they are living a life of faith.  But unfortunately, we see so many people who make that claim living weak and defeated lives.  So what we have been looking at in the past sermons on this subject is that there has been a missing ingredient in our faith walk.  And that missing ingredient has been faith in the ‘blood of the Lamb.’

For the past two sermons God has been using the analogy of human blood to reveal to us the importance and power that there is in blood.  Prayerfully, those sermons have been not only thought provoking but they have revealed to you some of the power that is available to you through the Blood of Jesus.  So with that thought in mind, we are going to move on from looking at human blood and we are going to center solely on what the Blood of Jesus means for you.  We are going to be looking at quite a few Scriptures - so please have paper and pen in hand.
In our Scripture text in Ephesians we see two powerful things that the Blood of Jesus has done for us.

1.  Redemption:  The word “redemption” conveys the idea of deliverance or setting a person free by paying a ransom.  For example, a prisoner of war or a kidnapped person is ransomed or redeemed; or a convicted criminal is freed from the penalty of death.  In every case the person is powerless to free himself.  He cannot pay the penalty demanded to liberate himself from his situation or bondage.

So you say, okay Pastor, I understand the word redemption but what was it that I have been ‘redeemed’ from.  I have never been kidnapped, or in slavery or in prison - what have I been redeemed from?  Well, I am glad you asked that question and there are three things that ALL of humankind has been in slavery to:

· Sin:  Rom. 7:14  “We know that the law is spiritual, but I am unspiritual, sold as a SLAVE to sin.”
· Satan:  John 8:44  “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.  He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
· death:  Heb. 2:14-15  “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”
Every person who has been born into this world - apart from Jesus Christ - has been born into slavery to sin.  That is why people do the things that they do - because they are sinners by nature.  Before a person is saved, when they sin they are simply doing what comes naturally.  But remember our Scripture in Ephesians tells us that we have been REDEEMED by the BLOOD of Jesus.

Therefore, we no longer have to sin.  That’s why God tells us in Rom. 6:14 “Sin shall not have dominion over you…”  When a Christian sins it is a perversion - it is doing something that is totally against our new born again nature.  Jesus has redeemed us through His blood so we no longer HAVE to sin!!!  When a person truly calls upon the Lord to save him, God buys him right our of the marketplace of this corruptible world.  God redeems us!  How? By the shed Blood of Jesus!!!

Not only does sin no longer have dominion over us but Satan no longer has dominion over us.  We have been redeemed from the power of Satan.  You say how were you under the power of Satan?  Turn to 2 Cor. 4:4  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  (comments H.S.)

Turn to Col. 1:21-22  “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your MINDS because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you HOLY in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”  Hallelujah!  (comments - H.S.)

We have been redeemed from the power of Satan.  Therefore, we need to stop putting Satan’s trash back into our minds.  Stop listening to the lies that he keeps whispering in your ear.  When Satan whispers in your ear telling you that you will not ever amount to anything.  You tell him that he is a liar - remind him of the blood and that God has redeemed you, redeemed you from your past!

But not only that - God has redeemed your future.  Where you are no longer just a poor unworthy sinner - but that you are now the righteousness of God and God has a blessed future planned for you.  Remember Satan is a liar and the father of lies.  Whatever he tells you that is contrary to the Word of God - remember who it is that is trying to fill your heart and your mind with this junk - and reject it in the Name of Jesus!

The next thing that I told you that we have been redeemed from is death.  Remember what Hebrews 2 says - “(Satan)…has the power of death.”  No, this does not mean that Satan has the power of life and death, that he is the one who determines if you will live or die.  Only God has that power.  But when that Scripture says that Satan has the power of death it means that Satan has the power to tempt a person to sin and to turn away from God.  Therefore, he has the power to lead a person down the path the will ultimately lead to death, not only physical death but spiritual death as well.

Remember the text in Hebrews says that humankind was “held in slavery by their fear of death.”  Now remember we are talking about what the Blood of Jesus has redeemed us from.  And one of the things that He has redeemed us from is the slavery of being afraid of death.  Remember that Jesus took on flesh and blood so that he could experience death for us.  And because He did - Jesus has taken the sting out of death!

God says in I Cor. 15:55-56  “O death where is thy sting, O grave where is thy victory.  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God. He gives us the victory through our LORD Jesus Christ.”

Let’s go back to our original Scripture Eph. 1:7  “In Him, we have redemption through His BLOOD, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.

We have thoroughly looked at what this text means when it says that we have been redeemed through the blood of the Lamb.  But the other great promise in that Scripture is that we have received the forgiveness of our sin. Because of that forgiveness we are now justified in the sight of God.  And justified means that when God sees us covered in the Blood of Jesus - He sees us ‘just as if’ we never sinned.  Hallelujah!!!  And just as God has forgiven us - we need to maintain a forgiving spirit for others.  When Satan tries to bring up to you what they have done over again - you need to keep reminding him that that is in the past.  Yesterday is over - the only thing you can now do is live today and plan for tomorrow.  Forgiveness is available to you through the shed blood of the Lamb.
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