SPEAK THE WORD ONLY - 10/22/06

PRAYER

Scripture: Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.”  I Samuel 17:2-11, 32-37, 41-51

As we continue in our series on increasing our faith, let us enumerate the points that God has given us thus far.  The Lord has shown us that we need to have faith in the Blood of Christ, because there is POWER in the blood.  Several weeks ago the Lord spoke to us about the POWER of forgiveness.  We looked at how forgiveness gives us power over the enemy in the same way that unforgiveness gives the enemy power over us.  (repeat)  Therefore we need to have FAITH in the forgiving power of God and having FAITH in our POWER to forgive.

Last week we looked at the ‘power’ that now resides within every ‘born-again’ believer.  And we began talking about how to ‘release the power within’ us!  This morning we are going to ‘piggy-back’ on this point of how we are to release the power that is within us.  Some astute person in here is probably thinking - ‘oh, I know the answer to this - we release our power through faith.’  And of course that is THE answer - but there is something else very important that needs to be connected to that.

One of the ways that we release the power within us is through our WORDS, through what we speak out of our mouths.  I told you last week that we have a choice to speak words of life to our circumstances or we can choose to speak words of death to our circumstances.  (comments - H.S.)  Now for some people this is very hard to understand. Let me give you an example.  Say a person is sick and they are in physical pain.  You see them and you ask how are they doing?  Their immediate response is to tell you how bad they are doing and to start listing the things that ail them.  But in this teaching I am telling you that instead of confessing what you FEEL confess what you are BELIEVING for.  

I have told you that when you speak doubt and unbelief - you are nullifying the things that you have prayed for.  So, then, someone will speak up and say - ‘But, Pastor, they are just telling you how they feel and it’s the truth.  So what wrong with speaking the truth?’  There is nothing wrong with speaking the truth - but I am just amazed at how people balked AGAINST NOT sharing NEGATIVE things.

What is wrong when someone ask you how you are and you have PRAYED about whatever your affliction is - what’s wrong with simply saying “I praise God that things are as well as they are!”  What’s wrong with saying “Satan may be trying to attack my body, but I know that God is healing me even as I speak."?  Remember what God tells us in Rom. 4:17(b)  “the God who gives life to the DEAD and calls things that ARE NOT as THOUGH THEY WERE!!!”  (comments - H.S.)  vs. 21  “being FULLY PERSUADED that God had POWER to do what He had promised!”  (comments - H.S.)

There are some of you in here this morning that have a ‘spirit’ of negativity and who have a ‘spirit’ of complaining.  You have got to recognize that and rebuke and bind that spirit off of you and replace it with the spirit of “power, love and a sound mind!”  Thank you Jesus!  The reason that you bulk against speaking ‘things that be not as though they were’, the reason that you bulk against speaking faith-filled words is because Satan is trying to keep you bound!  He knows that if you can get released from speaking negativity in your life - God will be able to release the power that He has placed within you.  If you weren’t here last week and don’t know that you have power within you - get last weeks tape.

God made a point of giving you a bunch of Scripture - showing you that the moment He saved you - He gave you all the power that you needed to walk in the abundant life!  Amen & Hallelujah!!!  It is important for you to know the power that is in words - powers for life to your circumstances and power for death!  Notice what Scriptures says:

· Matt. 17:20(b) “I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard see, you can SAY to this mountain, ‘Move for here to there’ and it will move.  NOTHING will be impossible for you.”

· Mark 11:22-25 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.  “I tell you the truth, if anyone SAYS to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he SAYS will happen, it WILL be done for him.  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you HAVE received it, and it will be yours.  And when you stand praying, if you hod anything against anyone, FORGIVE him, so that your Father in heave may for you your sins.”  (comments - notice that forgiveness in their again - remember the point of the ‘power of forgiveness?”)

· Luke 7:7(b)  “But SAY the word only, and my servant will be healed.”

· Luke 17:6  “He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can SAY to this mulberry tree, “be uprooted and planted in the sea’ and it will obey you.
Now are you starting to get the picture?  Notice how ALL of these Scriptures are commanding you to ‘SAY’ - to speak “faith-filled” words.  Words have power, they are containers that will release the power of God within you.  But I would be remiss if I didn’t show you something else about what you SAY out of your mouth.

· Matt. 12:36-37  But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have SPOKEN (said).  For by your WORDS you will be acquitted, and by your WORDS you will be condemned.”
 Wow!!!  (comments - H.S.)

Now I don’t want you to think that you are suppose to be walking around on eggshells as far as confessing how you feel or what is going on in your life.  As if when someone asks how you feel and you simply tell them.  But you see telling people your problems and your ailments becomes just like another ‘habit.’  You speak without thinking!

The opposite of that is what I have seen people do with me since I have been preaching and teaching about faith and murmuring and complaining.  I’ll ask them how they are doing - and they will say - without any conviction - ‘I’m fine.”  But the WAY that they say it shows that they don’t really believe that and that are aching in the inside to start complaining about what is really going on.  But in the inside they are saying - ‘oh, the Pastor, doesn’t want me to tell her the TRUTH so I’ll just say what makes her happy!’  But, my brothers and sisters in Christ - this is not for me, this is to teach you how to build up your faith so that your circumstances CAN CHANGE!  (comments - H.S.)

Remember God tells us in Rom. 10:17  “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  When your HEAR yourself constantly saying how bad you feel, or how bad things are this because a reality in your spirit.  But if you break that habit and start speaking what God says and you HEAR yourself saying this over and over again - it will BURST inside of your spirit and you will begin to POSSESS what you say.  Let me show you from the Word of God exactly how what you say or what someone else says to you can effect you and what you can do about it.

Turn back to I Sam. 17.  Remember from our earlier reading of this that the Israelites and Philistines were enemies.  One day they prepared for battle - the Philistines were on one hill and the Israelites were on another and there was a valley in the middle.  So both armies are standing there waiting for the other to move.  All of a sudden this huge man - NIV says he was over 9 feet tall.  The Amplified says that he was almost 10 feet tall.  So we would be safe to say that he was 9’ ½” tall.  He was the Philistines’ champion! Scripture says that he had a bronze helmet on his head and he wore a coat of armor that weighed about 125 pounds.  He had bronze shin armor on his legs and a bronze javelin across his shoulders.  The shaft on his spear was like a weaver’s beam.  And the spearhead was made of iron and it weighed 15 pounds.  And walking before him was his armor bearer!

Now this must have been an impressive sight.  He struts out in the middle of the valley and issues a challenge.  He SAYS - “Choose a man and have him come down to me.  If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.’ Then he SAYS “This day I defy the ranks of Israel!  Give me a man and let us fight each other.”  Scripture says on hearing this - “Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.”

So what is going on here?  As my daughter would say - Goliath is selling ‘woof’ tickets.  He stands there looking all big and bad and starts running off at the mouth.  What happens?  Scripture says that fear gripped not only the soldier's heart but King Saul’s heart as well.  Notice that no weapons have been fired - no swords have been drawn - no blood has been shed.  But simply because of what they saw with their eyes - and because of the words that he SPOKE out of his mouth; these people became full of fear.

This is the same thing that happens to many people today.  They have a problem that looks like a GIANT in their lives.  Satan’s starts selling ‘woof’ tickets - telling you that you’ll never be healed, you’ll never make anything of your life, your marriage will never get any better, you’ll always be alone, you’ll never have enough money to make ends meet.  And what do you do - you accept what he says and fear grips your heart and your situation never changes.

But notice what happens next.  Beginning at verse 32 - David who is just a young man, David who is not what one would call a warrior hears what Goliath has said and he goes to King Saul.  He says “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine, your servant will go and fight him” Notice what the king says because he is looking at outward appearances again - just like they did with Goliath.  He starts speaking doubt and unbelief, “you are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him, you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.”

Notice that David does not buy into his words, he does not accept what this person says.  David SAYS out of his mouth - “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep.  When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock.  I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from it mouth.  When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.  Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.  The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear WILL deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Look at what David says to respond to the negative words spoken by the King.  Let’s look at it step by step.

· First he recounts what the Lord has done for him before (killing the lion and the bear).
· He refers to Goliath as this “uncircumcised Philistine.”  Or in other words - he is saying “how can this man stand up against me - I am a part of God’s chosen people, I am a blood covenant child of God.  How can someone who is an unbeliever have the victory over me?”
· He refers to God as the “Living” God.  He is saying that His God is alive and well and very well able to protect and take care of him
· He is SPEAKING WORDS OF FAITH.  David is speaking ‘things that be not as though they were!’    Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!
So how does this apply to us?

· When the enemy attacks we need to recount or remember the many things that God has done for us.  (comments - H.S.)

· We need to realize WHO we are and WHOSE we are - that we are a ‘blood covenant people’ too!  (comments - H.S.)

· We need to remember that we serve the LIVING God.  And what God has promised - He is well able to perform!

· Then we need to speak faith-filled words - calling the things that are not as though they were!!!!!!

Notice what happens next starting with verse vs. 41 “Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in from of him, kept coming closer to David.  He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him.  He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?”  And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  “Come here” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!  We see Goliath running off at the mouth again - speaking threatening words.  But this time is not like before - before a whole army stood before him quaking in their boots.  This time is different - it is one sole man standing before him - but the difference was this man KNOWS who he is and he knows the GOD that he serves.  He doesn’t buy into Goliath’s hype.  (comments - H.S.)

Notice the WORDS that David speaks in response to Goliath’s challenge.  David said “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, The God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the Lord will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head.  Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, ad the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves, for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give all of you into our hands.”
Look at these ‘faith-filled’ words!!!  (comments on each point)  Let’s watch what happens next!  “As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.  Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead.  The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.  So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.  David ran and stood over him.  He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the scabbard.  After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword.”  (comments - H.S.)

Notice that David used the enemy’s sword to kill him.  Reminds me of the Scripture that says - ‘no weapon formed against you shall prosper.”  (comments - H.S.)  Even though this situation looked impossible - David stood his ground, spoke faith filled words and was victorious.  We can do the same thing too and triumph over the ‘giants’ in our lives!

Amen!
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