LOVING GOD SUPREMELY
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PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 12:28-34

As our Scripture text opens, Jesus is again being challenged by the religious leaders of the day. For the most part that had met with Him hoping to be able to get Him to say something that would discredit Him in the eyes of the people. This time they decided to send to him only one person from their group to try and discredit Him. The person that they sent was a Scribe or a lawyer.

They sent unto Him a man that was most brilliant and well versed in the Jewish law. So the Scribe goes to Jesus and asks a very popular question of the day. A question that was being asked over and over again, without anyone able to give the correct answer. The question was, "Which is the first/greatest commandment of all?" The reason that this was such a difficult question was because out of the original 10 commandments that God had given to Moses, the Jewish leaders had made 600 commandments.

Now all of us know that it is difficult, to say the least, to obey the 10 commandments. Much less trying to obey 600 commandments. So that people were always wrangling over what commandment they could break without being damned. Or what commandment should they seek to never break and then they could just "play around" with the others.

I am sure that all of us can identify with this because many people are doing the same thing today. They want to pick and choose what portions of the Bible they believe and follow. And what portions they think they can completely do away with.

So, as usual when the people of the day asked Jesus what they considered to be an "unanswerable" question, they thought that whatever answer He would give would be His downfall. So again, let me reiterate their question: "What is the first/greatest commandment of all?" Paraphrasing, "What is the greatest commandment of all 600 that we should strive to keep?" And Jesus' answer was profound, not only for the people of that day, but for us as well.

He says, "The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord; And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy sould, and with all thy mind, and with thy strength; this is the first commandment." And then He adds something more. Jesus says, "And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."
So now let us examine what Jesus says in depth.

1) Jesus tells them you have to know that "the Lord our God is ONE Lord." Jesus is letting them know something that each of us must know today. And that is that there is only One Lord, There is only One, Jehovah, One Yahweh and there is no other God. (Any teaching that there is many god that we should worship is false.)

2) Notice that Jesus says, "the Lord OUR God." This is a personal relationship between a worshipper and God. It is to be a daily experience. We are related to Him; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

3) The Lord our God is to be loved. Now any of you who have set under my teaching know that the word "love" is not a noun, but a verb. That means the love that we have for God has to be alive and active, no dead and inactive. (Comments H.S.)

4) Notice that Jesus says that we are to love God with all our being. And He breaks our "being" down into three parts: the heart, the soul, and the mind.

Let me explain to you what each part of our being means:

· The heart:  is not that muscle that pumps blood throughout the body. In Scripture the heart means the spirit. It is the seat of our affection and will. It is with the heart/spirit that we devote ourselves to either good or bad. So Jesus is saying that we must love God with "all of our heart." Which means we are to focus our heart, our affection, and our will upon God. We are to love God supremely above anything and everything, above anyone and everyone.

· The soul - (psuche): the seat of man's breath and life or consciousness. The soul is the essence of being a human being. It is the part of humanity that consist of all that life is and our awareness of it. So Jesus is saying that we are to love God with all the breath, all of the consciousness, all the life and all the awareness that we have. Wow!

· The mind: this is our intellect. A person can think, reason, and understand. Christ is saying that our minds and thoughts are to be centered upon God. We are to love God with "all of our mind." This is why it is so important as to what it is that we put inside of our minds. This is why it is so important what we watch, what we listen to, and what we read. (Comments H.S)

Then Jesus adds something else that is not included in the Gospel of Matthew that was our liturgical reading today. He says, "You must love the Lord thy God with all thy strength." All your strength is a culmination of all that you are, your heart, soul and your mind.

Notice Scripture says that You must do this. He does not say the greatest commandment is to love the Lord thy God. But He says the greatest commandment is YOU must love the Lord, with all YOUR hears, soul, mind, and strength. Again, God is making this up close and personal. He is saying that our relationship with God needs to be up close and personal.

We can’t love God like this from a distance. Because I am afraid that the old saying "absence makes the heart grow fonder," is rarely, if ever, true. God is saying that love is the key. He lets us know that loving God involves the very same factors that loving another person involves. When we truly love someone it involves:

· Commitment and loyalty: True love is commitment and loyalty to one person. Remember God had already told them in Exodus 20:3 "Thou shalt have no other Gods." And just like you cannot tell someone you love them and you also have someone on the side. God says you can't do that with Him as well. (Comments H.S.)

· Trust and respect: Just like in our personal relationship you cannot have a relationship that will last and endure the test of time without trust and respect. But you cannot trust and respect a person totally and completely until you get to know them better. (Comments H.S.) Trusting God means having faith that he knows what is best for your life. It means that you expect Him to keep his promises. You expect Hi to help you with your problems, and you expect Him to do the impossible when necessary. (Comments H.S.) But just like in our personal relations, you can't trust God totally until you get to know him better. You have got to know just how much the Lord love you and is concerned about you. How do you know God loves you:  Because He tells you that He does; because you're never out of His sight; he cares about every detail of your life; He gave you the capacity to enjoy all kinds of pleasure; he has good plans for your life; He forgives you; and he is lovingly patient with you. God loves you infinitely more that you can imagine! And because of that He is worthy of your trust and respect.

· Giving and surrendering of oneself: Have you ever been in a physical relationship where you felt as if you were the only one giving of themselves? Was that a fulfilling or satisfying relationship? Any thinking person in here should be saying NO! No one wants to be in a relationship where the other person is always concerned about what they can GET from you, rather that what they can GIVE to you. In a loving relationship with God, we also have to give and surrender ourselves to God. You know you have surrendered to God when you learned to rely on God to work things out in your life instead of trying to manipulate others, force your agenda on others, and always try to control the situation. You let go and let God work. You don't always have to be in charge. The Bible says "Surrender yourself to the Lord, and wait patiently for him." Psalm 37:7(a). You also know you have surrendered when you don't react to criticism and rush to defend yourself. A surrender heart shows up best in our personal relationships. (Comments H.S.)

· Sharing of ourselves: It means having a desire to share ourselves, our substance and our time. It involves working and serving God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Then Jesus tells His critics something that is mind boggling. He tells them that loving God involves a trickle-down effect. The command to love God flows downward into another great commandment: to love our neighbor as ourselves. When a person truly loves the Lord, they share the love of God with their neighbors. It is the love of Christ for us, His death and sacrifice, that compels us to go and love people everywhere. But notice what this Scripture says, it says that we are to love our neighbor as OURSELVES. Now, I know I've told you this before but it bears repeating. God is not talking about a conceited, self centered love of self. It is the Godly love of self knowing that we were made in the image of God. It is a love of knowing who we are in Christ and whose we are. It is a love that brings about a strong self-image, confidence, and assurance. This love of self has three traits that are clearly seen:

· It esteems other better than themselves. (Phil 2:3)

· It is concerned about the things of others. (Phil 2:4)

· It walks humbly before others. (Matt. 23:11-12)

God is showing us that we have to love ourselves BEFORE we can love ANYTHING else. The Scribe came to Jesus, thinking that he was asking Him an unanswerable question. But being who He was and is, Jesus has the perfect and ultimate answers as to what is most important to God. That "you love the God thy God, with all thy heart, thy soul, thy mind and thy strength. And to love thy neighbor as thyself."
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