October 2, 2005

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE:  Matt 13:44-46

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

Jesus had been preaching and teaching to the multitudes concerning the things of God. But in our text, He has sent the multitudes away. He is now preparing to give His disciples additional revelation, wisdom and knowledge concerning the Kingdom of God. So Jesus tells them two parables. Now a parable is a story using examples of things that the hearer already can identify with so that they can better understand the point that is being made.
So let us first examine the parable concerning a hidden treasure and I will tell you a story inspired by Clovis Chappell to make it a little clearer. Now it is commonly believed that they man who found this treasure was a farmer, a working man, a common, ordinary person such as you and I. He was most likely a farmer or share cropper. We know land didn’t belong to Him. He has probably had it had all his life. Life had probably become dull and boring and it took everything he had to simply keep his head above water. There is no light in his eyes anymore, no spring in his step. (Some of you can identify with that, right?)
On this particular day, he faces the same routine He rises before the sun is up in order to get in a full day’s work. And once again, he’s doing what he has done do often, following his oxen down one dull row after another, breaking up the field for spring planting. All of a sudden his plow scrapes against something deep in the soil. His first reaction is anger/frustration. He says to himself, “I thought I got rid of all those rocks.” As he bends over and starts scratching around the object, planning to throw it away, he realizes that it is not a rock, but it is part of a chest.

The chest has probably been buried there for fifty of a hundred years; therefore its hinges and its lock are weak. The man’s heart is now in his throat. His body is quivering, a light has come into his eyes, his hands tremble as he lifts the loosened top off the chest and takes a look. What he sees is unbelievable. There inside that chest now glittering in the sunlight is a heap of gold and silver and precious jewels. He is bewildered as well as excited. What is he to do? He quickly covers the treasure over again, goes to the side of the field and gets a rock to mark the place, and leaves immediately.

He gathers everything he has that is of any value and begins to go from place to place to sell it all. And when he has done so, when he has sold everything he has, he takes the money and goes and purchases the field that he had been working and struggling in throughout the years.

Now remember Jesus is telling this parable to help his disciples understand what the “Kingdome of Heaven” was all about. Remember these self-same men had heard John the Baptist preaching over and over again – “repent, for the Kingdome of Heaven is at hand.” They had heard Jesus himself preaching over and over again about the Kingdom of Heaven. Now Jesus is striving to make it abundantly clear what the Kingdom of Heaven is all about – so he tells a second parable.

This time Jesus says that the “Kingdom of Heaven” is like a valuable pearl. But in this parable instead of the chief character being an ordinary, everyday working man, he is a rich merchant. This man is active seeking, he is looking for treasure. He is diving or his crew is diving for costly pearls. One day he finds this pearl that is more beautiful and more valuable than all his put together. So he sells all that he has, to buy this one pearl that will allow him to be set for life. Amen!

Now I have told you before that if Jesus says something twice in one teaching, you had better pay attention because it is important! So let’s examine these stories to see what God is trying to teach us today. In the first parable, what God has shown me is that the field where the farmer was working in the world. In our lives we live in this world and everyday we go about our daily lives, working, trying to keep our head above water. Often in our daily lives we think that life has become dull and routine. You ask someone how they are doing and they say, “it’s the same old, same old.” Life to many people seems to have no meaning and no purpose. Sometimes we feel like Solomon in the Book of Ecclesiastes 1:2-3, 8-9 (turn to NIV) “Meaningless! Meaningless”! Says the teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” What does man gain from all his labor at which he tails under the sun?...All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing. What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.” (Comments – H.S.)
The meaning of life seems to be “hidden” from us, much like the treasure was “hidden” form the man in this parable. Thank you Jesus! So as I have already said, the “field” in this parable represents the world, and I believe that the treasure and the pearl in both parables represents Jesus Christ Himself. God is trying to show us this morning that without Christ in your life, life doesn’t make sense! Without Christ in your life, life doesn’t have any meaning. That without having Christ in your life, life is empty without any lasting value. That is why the treasure that this man found was an analogy of the Kingdom of God.

Notice what the man does when he finds the treasure? Scripture says that he “hides and protects it.” When a person has really come to the revelation, wisdom and knowledge that knowing Jesus personally in the pardoning of your sins is worth more than all the world can offer. Then you know what that person does? Turn to Psalm 119:11 “Thy Word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.” That person takes the “good news” of Jesus Christ and “hides” it in his/her heart. This is what God is telling each of us to do this morning. You say, Pastor, what does it mean to hide God’s Word in my heart? That means you study His Word, you memorize the Word, you meditate on the Word, and then you “stand” on God’s Word. Because in the Word you learn the promises of God and you also learn that what God had promised, He is not only able to do that but He is WILLING to do for you!!! Amen!

Notice what the person in the parable does next. He goes and sells all that he has! This means he is willing to give up all that he has to acquire the treasure. This should show us that nothing is more valuable to hold onto, when you compare it to receiving Christ. So many people are hesitant in giving their life to Christ because they don’t want to “give up” certain things that are in their lives. But my brothers and sisters in Christ, my friends, what do you have now that is more valuable than Jesus! What are you doing now that is more satisfying than having a personal relationship with Jesus!

Turn to Matt. 16:26 (NIV) “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Comments – H.S.)

When Jesus said in our parable that this man sold all that he had, it meant that he got rid of all THINGS in life that he was previously holding onto; he disposed of the things that he had previously been dependant on. Ultimately this means that he was willing to repent and turn away from his former life. This person knew that it was worth ANYTHING to lay hold of Christ. Thank you Lord!!!

Now it is also worth noting that Scripture says that “for joy” he sold everything he had. Now could he have joy in doing this because he knew the value of what he was going to receive. For us today we might say it this way – “he let go and let God.”  He let go of the world and let God take control of his life. It reminds me of what Scripture says about Jesus in Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the JOY that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Comments – H.S.)
But I believe that there is another truth that God would have us learn from these parables. I believe that when Jesus was trying to teach the disciples what the Kingdom of God was all about – that he speaks about this man selling all that he had with the joy to teach us another lesson. And that lesson comes in the second parable in the pearl. Now I already told you that not only the treasure that the man found in the field represented Jesus, but that the pearl of great price represents Jesus as well.

But I think there is something else that we can learn from this pearl as well. For those of you who know anything about pearls, you know that they are born or created out of suffering and pain. A speck of sand or some parasite makes it way inside of an oyster. Now you know that an oyster is a living organism. So when the sane or parasite enters into the oyster it hurts, it irritates it. To protect itself, the oyster secretes a substance called mother-of-pearl, or nacre, to surround the intruder. It is the secretion that gradually forms the pearl.

Therefore, the pearl is formed as a result of pain and suffering. Now God is saying the same is true with us. As we go through life God allows pain and suffering to occur in our lives. He allows irritants that are constantly rubbing against us. Now we are saved and we have the Holy Ghost living inside us. And when these problems arise in our lives, when we turn them over to the Lord, God has the Holy Spirit to massage our heart with His “balm.” He has the Holy Spirit massage us where it hurts the most!! Now as the Holy Spirit keeps apply His balm to that “sore” spot inside of our heart, much like the oyster does, something starts to form inside of us. In our Scripture text God refers to it as a “pearl of great price.” But the way that God wants you to see it this morning, is that God is making something beautiful out of you. And He is doing it from the inside out!! Hallelujah!!!

And what is being formed inside of you and what is being formed inside of me, doesn’t look like an ordinary pearl, but what is forming inside of you is the IMAGE of Christ Himself!! And that image is formed out of the pains, sorrows, and suffering that we have to go through in this life. The Kingdom of Heaven is like a precious treasure hidden in a field, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a pearl of great price. And God wants to place that Kingdom inside your heart and your mind TODAY!
(Sing song:  Something Beautiful, Something Good)
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