FAITH-WALKING IN FORGIVENESS (10-8-06)

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.” & Eph. 1:7  “In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.
Prayerfully you all remember that God has embarked us upon a series of sermons on faith.  Because if there is a time when we, as Christians, need to strengthen our faith - it is now!  If there was ever a time when we need to learn ‘how’ to walk by faith it is now!  God has been showing us in our previous sermons that we need to know what weapons we have at our disposal.  Because, my brothers and sisters in Christ, we are in a spiritual warfare!

But not only do we need to learn what the weapons are - but to learn HOW to use them.  As I told you last week - a weapon won’t do you any good unless you know how to use it!  With this in mind, I need to also remind you that God tells us in 2 Cor. 10:4  “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have DIVINE POWER to demolish strongholds.  (comments - H.S.)

Many of us have “strongholds’ in our lives.  Webster’s dictionary describes a ‘stronghold’ as “a fortress, an area dominated or occupied by a special group.”  So what God is saying in this text is that there are areas in our lives that are being dominated by the enemy/Satan.  Therefore, we need to know what weapons, or what authority that we have to evict him!!!!!!

Well, one weapon that God has been showing us that we have failed to use in our faith-walk is the Blood of Jesus!  For the past several weeks we have been looking at the POWER that is in the Blood of Jesus.  And last week God took us to our text in Eph. 1:7  “In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.  Now we looked in depth as to what it means that we have redemption through the blood of Christ, but time didn’t permit us to look in depth at the rest of this text.  Not only does this text tell us that we have ‘redemption’ through the Blood of Christ but it also tells us that we have FORGIVENESS through the Blood of Christ!!!!!!

My brothers and sisters in Christ it is very important that you know that we also have forgiveness.  Because this is one area that Satan will continue to beat you with in order to keep you defeated, depressed and oppressed!  But remember God told us in our text that we have received ‘forgiveness thru the Blood of Jesus.’  If you have repented of your sins and received Jesus into your heart as your Lord and Savior - forgiveness BELONGS to you!

Remember what God tells us in Isaiah 1:18  “Come, let us reason together, says the LORD, Though you sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.”   And Psalms 103:12  “as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  (comments - H.S.)

You have got to know that you have been forgiven through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and you have to WALK in that forgiveness.  God tells us in Romans 8:1  “There is therefore now, no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  The reason that Satan does not want you to know the power of forgiveness that is in the Blood of Christ is because he wants you to walk around condemned.  He wants you to walk around with the ‘woe is me’ mentality.  There is no way you can walk around and witness about the goodness of God and the forgiveness of God when you are always feeling condemned about what you did in the past!!!!!  (comments - H.S.)

Another principal reason why he doesn’t want you to walk around in the forgiveness of God is because it will hinder your faith!  You can not grow in faith or walk in faith with unforgiveness in your heart!!!!!!  Unforgiveness is the worse of all sins!  You think it is okay to walk around have petty jealousies and unforgiveness in your heart - but it is not!  The reason Satan doesn’t want you to know that God has forgiven you is because lack of that knowledge will hinder you from forgiving others.  You say Pastor, why do you say that?  Turn to Col. 3:13  “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  (comments - H.S. - forgive as the Lord has forgiven you.  How can we know that God has forgiven us for all of our mess and our not forgive someone else?)

You say Pastor, why do you say that unforgiveness is the worse of all sins.  Because unforgiveness will poison your system.  Unforgiveness is like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die!  (comments - H.S.)  Satan does not want you to have a forgiving spirit because he knows that unforgiveness will hinder your prayers from being answered.  God plainly tells us in Matt. 6:14  “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  (comments - H.S.)

God tells us that we have been ‘forgiven through the blood of Christ.’  If we have been forgiven we have no alternative but to forgive others.  And if we don’t God can’t/won’t forgive us and then what happens, our prayers will not be answered!  Do you see now why unforgiveness will effect your ‘faith walk?’

When God speaks of our forgiving others - He is talking about TOTAL FORGIVENESS.  He is not talking about that wishy-washy stuff that we talk, “I’ll forgive them, but I won’t forget.”  That is not what God wants - that is not total forgiveness.  You say, “Pastor, what is total forgiveness?”  Total forgiveness is:

1.  Tell no one what they did.  (Exceptions - a counselor or in a court action.)

2.  Don’t allow them to be afraid of you, i.e., reprocussions. 

3.  Don’t laden them with guilt.

4.  Allow them to save face.  (They don’t need to know that they hurt you.)

5.  Protect them with their darkest secret and greatest fear.

6.  Life sentence - you can’t totally forgive them and bring it up again tomorrow.

    “Love keeps no record of wrongs.”

7.  Pray for them that God will bless them.

(Comment on each one of the above.)

These are the things that make up “Total Forgiveness.”  These are what God expects of us as we live for Him.  Don’t allow the lack of forgiveness to hinder you in your relationship with God.  Remember, we are in a spiritual warfare!  And ‘forgiveness’ is essential in order for us to use the weapons that God has given for our use.  One of the most important weapons is the ‘blood of Christ’  With the Blood of Christ we received redemption and forgiveness.

We must remember that our forgiveness, after we have been saved, is contingent upon our forgiving others.  Turn to II Cor. 2:10-11  “If you for anyone, I also forgive him.  And what I have forgiven—I there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us.  For we are not unaware of his schemes.”  (comments - H.S.)

It is time for us to walk in faith!  It is time for us to stop allowing Satan to play havoc with our lives - we know his scheme.  And his scheme is to try and destroy us and our witness!  His scheme is to destroy our lives and our homes!  Why is he so intent on doing this things?  It is for one reason and one reason alone!  Because Satan wants to break the heart of God!!  Every time we are hurt or defeated, every time we hold on to our petty grudges, every time some one dies and goes to hell - it BREAKS the heart of God!!!  And this is what Satan is after!!
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