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PRAYER

SCRIPTURE:  Matt. 22:9-10 & 14

Go, and Make Disciples

This week on the news there were three incidents that especially hurt my heart. The first was a young college girl who had gotten herself in "trouble." Unknown to her family, she had gotten pregnant. God only knows what was in this woman's heart and mind because it appears from the "bits and pieces" that I heard on television, that she had this baby all by herself in a bathroom. I don't know if the baby was alive when it was born or not, but an investigation was done that found the baby dead in a storm drain. Now my question is how did this girl wind up feeling so desperate and so alone, that she had to resort to such measures. That she would wind up doing something that will "haunt" her all of her life.

The second thing that I heard on the news was about a young child that somehow came across the makings of a bomb in a soda bottle and immediately drank the contents. And the child is now in intensive care fighting for its life.

The third thing that I heard that "touched" my heart was the account of a father who was taking his child to daycare. But somehow through the stress and strain of whatever was going on in his life, FORGOT that the child was even in the car. He went straight to work, got there about 9 a.m. and locked his car. It was not until approximately 11 a.m. that something "clicked" in his mind and he remembered the child in the car. But, it was too late, the heat had already started to overcome the child and it died a few days later. Now, this father has also allowed something to happen "inadvertently" that will "haunt" him the rest of his life as well.

Why have I told you these people's stories? Because in each of these families we have people who are hurting; the young girl, her parents; the father of the child, his wife; the parent or caregiver that was not paying close enough attention when the child drank those chemicals from that soda…and the circle of those who are effected gets bigger and bigger. Just like a ripple on a pond.

These stories are just a tip of the iceberg on all the people who are hurting in this world. And what each of these people need to hear, the ones in the stories and others who are hurting, is that there is forgiveness readily available to them. That there is comfort available to them, and yes, eventually, there is also peace available to them. They need to know that there are people who are concerned about them and who care for them. And, ultimately they need to know there is a God who loves them with an unconditional love and who wants to ease and strengthen them when they are hurting. They need to know there is a God who wants to walk with them and take care of them, and love them as they walk through the deepest and darkest valley of their lives.

That's where Christians come in, that's where we as the church comes into this morning's message. Because we live in the midst of a world full of hurting and disillusioned people. And remember it is hurting people that hurt other people. So if we want to do something about all the hurting that is going on in this world, we need to introduce these people to a Man called Jesus. No, I am not talking about going up to them and telling them that they need to come to church, I am talking about INTRODUCING THEM to Jesus.

You need to introduce them to the One who is God incarnate. You need to introduce them to the One who is the Word in flesh. You need to introduce them to the One who has the wonderful words of life. You need to introduce them to the One who is a miracle worker. You need to introduce them to the One who died to pay the penalty for the sin. To the One who died to give them eternal life. You need to introduce them to the One who death, hell and the grave could not hold, the One who arose victoriously from the dead. And you need to introduce them to the One who - thank you Lord - is the soon coming King!

You say, Pastor, how do I do that? God gives us the answer in our text in Matthew. He tells us that there is a King who is preparing for a marriage feast for His Son. He had the invitations prepared and sent out. But the people He invited did not come. So because He was a compassionate King, He sends them a second invitation. This time they made all types of excuses - one went to his field, another to his business. (Comments H.S.) But perhaps the saddest part is that some of those who were invited seized his servants who had went out with the invitations and killed them. The King became so upset, that he sent out His army and destroyed the murderers and burned their city. (Explain that the King in the story was God the Father, and Son is none other than our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.) The marriage feast had been prepared to unite the Bride (which is the church) to the bridegroom-who is Jesus.

The first group of people who were invited to the marriage were the Jewish people of the day. They rejected Him and crucified. And when Scripture says that the King got angry and destroyed the people and the city, that happened in A.D. 70 when God used their enemy to come in and destroy the city. Since the Jewish people had rejected the Son God now brings us to where He wants us to be today.

Look at vs. 9-10 "go ye therefore into the highways (the NIV says "go to the street corners…") and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage…So the servants went out into the highways, and gathered together as many as they found, both good and bad."
God says in order for us to introduce people to Jesus, the first thing we need to do is GO WHERE THEY ARE! (Comments - H.S.) Notice this Scripture says that we are to go to the good and the bad. That means those who are quote-unquote "morally" good, those who appear that they have it all together. And those who may be considered the "dregs" of society. This shows us that not only should we go where the people are, but we are to witness to all types of people. Because all of them have the same problem, they need Jesus!

The next thing that you need to do when you are talking to them is find a common ground. You say, Pastor, what do you mean?

Turn to I Cor. 9:19-22 "Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak, I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for this sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings." (Comments - H.S.)

You have got to get beyond "external" differences because we are all alike in the inside. Besides in this text is Paul showing us that we need to establish a common ground, but he shows us that we need to avoid having a "know-it-all" attitude. You have to be able to make the other person feel accepted, be sensitive to their needs and concerns.

The next thing that you need to do is to share your personal testimony. Yes, when you are telling people about Jesus you need to use the Word of God. But sometimes people like to argue when it comes to Scripture, but people can't argue with your personal testimony. They can't argue with what God has done in your life. (Comments - H.S.)

When you are introducing someone to Jesus, they have got to be able to see Jesus' joy within you. People need to be attracted by your lifestyle, by the peace that they are able to see in you. Why would people want to accept Jesus if the Jesus you present by your lifestyle has not made a difference in your life! (Comments - H.S.)

The next thing that you need to do is to look for "divine appointments" You say "What does that mean?"

Turn to I Peter 3:15 "But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect" (Comments - H.S.)

Sometimes you may be in the grocery store, you may see someone there who is in need for some type of assistance. You think you are just there to buy groceries, but God has sent you there with a "divine appointment" just to minister to that person.

You say, Pastor, I'm afraid. What if I try to minister to someone and they reject me? My answer is, "its worth the risk." What if they don't reject you, but they embrace Christ instead. Honey, it is worth the risk. (Comments - H.S.)

Remember what Jesus said in our text in Matthew - "many are called, but few are chosen." God has called each and every one of us to the Wedding Feast, but few have actually been allowed to enter in. Because when we get there if they don't have on a wedding garment, showing that they are part of the Bride they cannot enter in. And the wedding garment is the righteousness of Jesus Christ. So how can you not be willing to share Christ with any and everyone you meet. Because it is only through a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ that they will be able to enter in to the wedding feast.
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