LOVING GOD’S WAY

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 12:29-31

Previously in this chapter Jesus had gone through an inquisition by the Pharisees, the Herodians and the Sadducees.  They were trying to trap Him by His teachings.  They were trying to find a topic that they could accuse Him of false teachings.  They had questioned Jesus on whether it was right to pay taxes, then they launched into a discussion as to whether the dead are resurrected or not.  Jesus had answered them and they couldn’t come up with any reason to repudiate His answers and they stand there discussing His answers among themselves.  As our Scripture text opens, one of the scribes comes up to Him and asks what he probably believes to be a very profound question.  He asks Jesus “Which is the first commandment of all?”  You might ask yourself why he would have thought that they was such a profound question.  I believe that he thought that because he was a ‘scribe’ and a scribes job was to copy the law and the scriptures and they had to make sure that every jot and title was correct.  Also, I believe that he asked this question because originally God had given them ten commandments and out of that ten the religious leaders had made 600 commandments.  So, the scribe probably thought that with 600 commandments, Jesus couldn’t possibly know which one was first.  Our Lord, with assurance and confidence replies, “’Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.  And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and all your strength.’  This is the first commandment.  And the second, like it, is this:  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.’”
These religious leaders may have questioned our Lord with impure motives in their heart but we can be thankful that they asked this question.  Because Jesus answer lets us know that all of the other commandments are include in this one, to love God and to love one another.  With that thought in mind, we are going to dissect this commandment and determine what we can learn from it.
The first thing that God wants us to see from this text is that our love for God has got to be first.  God must be our FIRST love!!!  Remember the question was asked ‘what is the first commandment.’  So that means that God must be our first love, above everyone and everything.  Why would that be?  Doesn’t that sound kind of egotistical for God to demand that He be loved first and foremost in our lives?  Of course the answer to that is, no!  The reason that God says that we are to love Him first is because if we do that, the love that we have for others will be enhanced.  (comments – H.S.)  If we love God first and foremost, than and only then, will we truly know how to love one another.
Notice that Jesus is teaching us that love has to be three dimensional.  Our Scripture text says to love God, with all our heart, our soul/mind, and with all our strength.  That’s three dimensions.  Why would God break it down like that?  Because we are three dimensional beings, spirit, soul and bodyt.  Now let’s line each of these dimensions up with this commandment to love.  God says first of all we are to love Him with ALL OUR HEART.  Now when God speaks about our heart in Scripture He is not talking about that muscle that beats within our chest cavity.  The word ‘heart’ in Scripture is always talking about our ‘spirit.’  Our ‘spirit-man’ inside of us is the part of us that is born-again, it is the part of us that is saved.  Your spirit is the essence of who you are!  God wants us to love Him with the very essence of who we are.  What do I mean by that?   Turn to Psalms 73:25  “Whom have I in heaven but thee?  And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.”  Psalms 40:8  “I delight to do thy will, O my God:  yea, thy law is within my heart.”  (comments – H.S.)  Notice what the Psalmist says .  He says that there is no one or nothing in the heavens or in the earth that he desires more than God.  Now that is loving with ALL YOUR HEART.  Next he says that his delight in life is doing the will of God.  Why?  Because God’s word/law is in his heart.  What about you?  What delights you?  Is doing what is pleasing to God your delight?  Do you desire anything or anyone more in than world than you desire Him?
Next Jesus teaches that we are to love God with all our soul.  Now remember we are talking about a three dimensional love.  We’ve already looked at loving God with all our heart, which means our spirit.  Now let’s see what it means to love God with all our soul, Our soul in this text is equivalent to our mind/intellect.  How do we love God with our mind/intellect.   Turn to Colossians 3:5-10  “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:  sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these:  anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator.”
Notice each of these things begin with what we put in our minds:

· sexual immorality

· lust, evil desires

· greed

· anger, rage, malice, slander 

· filthy language

· lying

God says that all of these things were the ways that you used to live, before you were saved.  But now that you are saved, now that you love the Lord with all your soul/mind, these things are no longer to be a part of our lives!!!

What is to be our thought process now?  Turn to:
 Phil. 4:8  (NIV)  “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lover, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—thing about such things.”  (comments – H.S.)
How do we love God with all our mind?  By thinking like Jesus would think.  By placing within our hearts and minds things that will edify and not things that will destroy.  By thinking about just how much God loves us and has done for us.  By remembering that God was showing His love for us even before we gave Him a second thought.  By knowing that Jesus loves those who hate Him and we are to do the same thing.  By remembering that God loves us despite us.  That means that God loves us during the good times and the bad times and we are to do the same thing for Him and for one another!
The third dimension that Jesus told us that we are to love God in was with our strength.  The word strength is equivalent to our bodies. Remember, we are three part beings, spirit, soul/mind, and body.  We have looked at loving God with all our heart=spirit, soul=mind.  Now let’s see what it means to love God with all your strength/body.  Turn to Rom. 12:1  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
· present bodies

· living (not dead) sacrifice

· holy, acceptable unto God

· your reasonable service  (comments – H.S.)

 Notice that in this text Paul goes on to tell us exactly how to love God with all our strength/body.  Look at verses 9-21  (NIV)  “Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be care to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written:  “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  On the contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this you will heap burning coals on his head.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
In these verses God gives us a plethora of ways that we would show Him that we love Him with all our heart, soul and strength.  (List some of the points from text.)  Because you see we can’t say that we love God and not show love to one another.  Amen.
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