WATCH & PRAY

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 13:1-8, 29-37
I would dare to say that there is no one here today that would not agree that we live in some troubling times.  There are wars and rumors of wars.  There are earthquakes occurring in places that they never occurred before.  Violent storms are currently ripping our coastlands.  Inflation is at an all time high.  The unemployment rate is steadily increasing.  Homes are being foreclosed on and many people are wondering how they are going to make it through another day.  Murders and rapes are a part of our daily news and many families are falling apart at the seams.  Because of this many people are wondering when it is all going to be over.  When are the quote – unquote “good old days” going to return again?
While I don’t have a definitive answer to that question, I can let you know that things are going to get worse before they get better.  You say, “Pastor, why do you say that?”  And my reply is because Scripture has foretold that all of these things would take place.  But the real basis of my answer comes from verse 8(b)  “…these are the beginnings of sorrows.”  (comments - H.S)  Jesus said “nations shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:  and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famine and troubles.”  (comments – H.S.)
When we speak of such things it causes many people to become apprehensive and fearful.  But that is not to be the case of those who are saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost!  Why do I say that?  Remember verse 29(b)  “…when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors.”  The word ‘nigh’ means ‘near.’  These verses are telling us that as we see all of these things occurring and see them occurring more frequently and in intensity, we know that the return of our Lord draweth nigh.  Oh, hallelujah and Praise the Lord.  Isn’t that wonderful?
At this time in Church history we are preparing to celebrate His first advent, His first coming.  But what we need to be doing is preparing for His second advent, His second coming.  The time of Jesus’ return is closer than it has ever been before.  Does that fill you with excitement and anticipation?  To know that the One that we love and the One that we worship is soon going to come and He is coming in all of His righteousness and glory!!!
Do you want to see a glimpse of what it will be like at Jesus’ return?  Turn to Rev. 19:11-16  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse;
* and he that sat on him was called Faithful and True,   Has He proven Himself to be faith a true to you?

* and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.   He will judge and make war with those who have denied His Name!

*  His eyes were as a flame of fire,  Eyes that are piercing and ‘all-seeing.”  Eyes that are able to even see the ‘thoughts and intents’ of our hearts.

*   and on his head were many crowns;  Crowns signifying that He has conquered every nation.
*  and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:  Whose blood is it?  Is it the blood of the Saints who were martyred for serving Him?  Or is it His very own blood that He shed at Calvary?

*  and his name is called The Word of God.  Not only did He teach the Word when He was on this earth, but He IS THE WORD.
*   And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:  and he shall rule them with a rod of iron:  and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And he hath on his vesture and on his thing a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”  Hallelujah, Hallelujah and Hallelujah!!!
The only thing about this that gives me pause, is the fact that God doesn’t tell us exactly when this will happen.  He gives us signs to know that the time is fast approaching, but He only tells us that when He returns it will be like a “thief in the night.”  Someone may be thinking, “Pastor, I don’t believe that it almost time for Jesus’ return.”  Well, if that is what you think you remind me of some other people who said that as well.  Turn to (NIV) 2 Peter 3:3-4  “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?  Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”   You see God prophesied about those of you who doubt His imminent return.  Those who scoff about our Lord’s return are wrong on two points.  They fail to recognize that all things have not continued without divine intervention since creation (the flood was an intervention).  They misunderstand the reason for divine delay (God is a long-suffering God).
Now look at vs. 8-9  “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:  With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”   (comments on God’s time schedule.)  God does not view time as humans do.  He stands above time, with the result that when time is seen in the light of eternity, a thousand years appears no longer than one short day, and a day seems no shorter than a thousand years.  Since time is purely relative with God, He waits patiently while human beings stew with impatience.!  Don’t allow God’s mercy in giving us time to repent, to make you think that He is indifferent to what you do.)
Vs. 10-11  “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar:  the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You  ought to live holy and godly lives.”    (comments – H.S.  God asks a question and then answers it.)

God says that meanwhile as we wait, we are to live ‘godly’ and ‘holy’ lives.  What is it about the word ‘holiness and godliness’ that make people cringe on the inside?  We are to live holy and godly lives and the good news is that you don’t have to do that in your own strength.  God, through the Holy Spirit, has given us the power to live a holy and godly life!  Living a holy life means that you have turned your back on sin and turned to God!  (comments – H.S.)   Living a godly life means living a life that is devoted to the worship and service of God!  Wow!  Isn’t that wonderful!  That your central focus would be on worshipping and serving our God.  My brothers and sisters in Christ, let me tell you that it doesn’t get any better than that.
Then Jesus gives more insight in our base Scripture in Mark 13:33(a)  “Take ye heed, watch and pray…”  Taking heed means to remain on the alert.  Sort of like a soldier on guard duty, he has to be alert at all times (comments – H.S.)  If we are going to be alert, we can not allow ourselves to be bogged down with the things of this world.  If we are going to be alert we can not allow the pressures of this world to cloud our minds and our purpose for being here.  If we are going to be alert we can not allow ourselves to be hindered by mind altering substances.  If we are going to be alert we got to “lay aside the weight and the sin that so easily besets us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.”
God says that not only are we to be alert, we are to watch and pray.  What are we to watch for?  We are to watch that we don’t allow the deceiver to come into our lives and steal our joy and our peace.  We are to watch for the temptations that he will place in our lives.  We are to watch for the traps that he will set for us trying to get us to take the easy way out.  Remember Scripture tells us that Satan like a roaring lion goes about seeking whom he may devour.  (comments – H.S.)
But not only are we to watch for these things, we are to watch for the signs of His return and to pray that we won’t be caught sleeping.  (comments – H.S.)  Pray for the lost and dying in this world.  Pray for God to use you until He uses you up!  And p`ray that His return comes quickly!   Amen!!!
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