VICTORY IN PRAISE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Psalm 100, Psalms 22:3

This morning is Thanksgiving Sunday.  The Sunday that is set aside in Christendom to celebrate, praise and thank our God for His many blessings.  In our Scripture text in Psalms 100 – we are told to make a joyful noise unto the Lord, so I want to hear some noise in hear this morning.  I want to hear some ‘amen’s’, some ‘praise the Lord’, some ‘thank you Jesus’ and some ‘hallelujah’s’!
Matter of fact God tells us that we are to ‘enter his gates’ which is the doors of the church; He says that when we enter through those doors that we should have done so with thanksgiving in our hearts and with praise and thanksgiving on our lips.  Why is that so important?  The answer is in our Scripture text in Psalm 22(b) that says ‘O thou who inhabitest the praises of Israel.’  To paraphrase this verse we say – ‘O thou who inhabitest the praises of His people.’  We are going to talk about that in detail in a moment.
But first of all I need to let you know this morning that there is power in praising God.  I need to let you know that there is victory in and from any circumstance that you are in through praising and worshipping God.  This is why Satan has regulated many of our worship services to nothing but tradition and form and fashion, because he knows the power of praising God.
That is what we are going to be talking about this morning – that is the title to this sermon today ‘Victory in Praise.’  There are many weapons that God has given to us to use in our lives, He has given us the weapon of prayer, He has given us the weapon of speaking His Word, He has given us the weapon of ‘giving and receiving.’  And all of these are powerful!
But one weapon that God has given us that is sorely missing in many of our lives is the ‘power of praise.’  Scripture tells us that when one saint sincerely begins to praise the Lord, he can chase a thousand.  But when the number of saints praising God is doubled, God says that two can put ‘ten-thousand’ to flight!!!  When a body of anointed saints of God begins to sound forth the high praises of God, devils tremble, the heavens are shaken, and thrones begin to topple.  Thank you Jesus!
My brothers and sisters in Christ, whether you know it or not, we are in a warfare, and God has placed a mighty weapons into our hands.  We, in the natural, may not be able to understand the life of praise.  But Satan and his demons understand the language, and they hate it!  Why?  Because praise is the heavenly language of what we are and what we have and what we hope to be – based on what Jesus has done!
Satan and his demons – hate to hear any praise offered to and in the Name of our Lord.  God tells us in Heb. 13:15  “…let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his Name.”  Why does God tell us to do this because ‘praising God’ will bring results in our lives.  Remember our base Scripture “God inhabitest (dwells) in the midst of the praises of his people.’
Now what does ‘inhabit’ means?  It means a place where a person abides, a place where a person makes their home.  So God is saying that He makes his home in the midst of our praises.  Why?  Why is God there in the midst of our praises?  Because you bring Him there!
You, say, Pastor what do you mean?  Think about it.  When you praise God, you are either praising Him for what He has done in the past, what He is doing right now in the present or what you are believing for Him to do in the future.  And when you are truly praising God – believing what you are praising Him for has come to pass, or will come to pass – you are operating in faith.  And if you are operating in faith God has to be in our midst because Scripture tells us that Jesus is the author and the originator of our faith.  Hallelujah!
Some of you may be bound up in some type of adverse circumstance and you don’t see any way out.  Well God wants to show you today – with two separate accounts from Scripture how there is Victory in Praise.
Turn to Joshua 6:10-16, 20  “ Joshua commanded the people, You shall not shout or let your voice be heard, nor shall any word proceed out of your mouth until the day I tell you to shout.  Then you shall shout!  So he caused the ark of the LORD to go around the city once; and they came into the camp and lodged in the camp.

Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.  And the seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD  went on continually, and blew with the trumpets:  and the armed men went before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the LORD, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets.
And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp:  so they did six days.  And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed te city after the same manner seven times:  only on that day they compassed the city seven times.
And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city. Vs. 20  So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets:  and it came to pass when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.’
Now let me explain to you what is going on here.  The people of Israel had entered into the promised land.  And they came upon this town called Jericho that God had told them that they were to destroy because the people there were enemies of God and of the people of God.  God told them that when they took they city they were to completely destroy it – but they could keep all of the silver and gold and precious items that was found there.
But there was a problem!  The city was surrounded by a great wall, a fortress so that it would be impossible (in the natural) to get into the city.  So Joshua went to God in prayer.   What God told him to do was the strangest thing.  Notice God gives them explicit instructions as to what they are to do and what they are not to do.
He tells them to form a marching band so to speak.  He tells them to put the soldiers in the front, next is to come the seven priest bearing seven horn instruments, then was to follow those carrying the ark of the covenant, and the rear guard was to be behind the ark.  This was the formation.  Why do I call it a formation – because they are preparing to go into war.
Now God says “I want you to march around this city, I want you to march around this wall that is hindering you from receiving the blessings I have for you and I want you to march around this wall for seven days.  The first day you are to march around the wall one time, the next day you are to march around the wall two times, etc.  The whole time you are marching around this wall – I don’t want you to utter a sound.  I don’t want you to open your mouth, don’t wail, don’t cry, don’t verbally pray out loud.  I don’t want to hear a peep out of your mouth!” (That would be so hard for some of us wouldn’t it?)
Why would God tell them that when they marched around that city for seven days that he did not want them to utter a word?  Because He didn’t want them speaking words of doubt and unbelief!!!  God’s says – the only sound that I want to hear is the sound of music!  I only want to hear the sound of the trumpets as the priest plays them.”
But then on the seventh day, thank God for the seventh day.  “On the seventh day – I want you to walk around that wall seven times and on the seventh time around – I want you to give a shout!  Not just some shout making noise – but a shout of thanksgiving and praise!  Why a shout of thanksgiving and praise?  Because God had already told them early in this chapter that He had already given them the city!  They were to shout and praise God in anticipation of what God was going to do!
And when they did as God told them to do – the walls of the city fell flat to the ground.  (explain significants of falling ‘flat’ – supernatural)  So let’s bring this story home and see how it applies to us today!  Let me ask you a question first though.  What was the significance of the priest being there when they were preparing to go into battle and what was the point of the carrying the ark of the covenant.  (Now I may lose some of you here because you don’t know what the ark of the covenant is and what it signifies.  You have to come to Bible study to learn those types of things.)
Priests are those who serve God.  They are the ones who pray to God acting as an intermediary between God and man.  Priests are those who worship and praise God.   The ark contained the promises of God and the provision of God.  Because remember the ten commandments were contained in the ark, also the manna from heaven that the people ate and also the rod of Aaron’s that budded.  (comments – H.S.)  The ark of the covenant represented the presence of God being in their midst.
Bringing this story into today – the priests who were blowing the horns, praising and worshipping God, represent us as believers today.  How can I say that?  Because doesn’t Scripture say that when we become saved we are kings and priest in the service of God!  
But the priest represents someone else as well – the priest represents our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ – because Scripture tells us that He is our great High Priest. (comments – H.S.)

The ark of the covenant represents God dwelling in the midst of the praises of his people.  So God is saying when there is an insurmountable wall in our life that is blocking us from defeating the devil in our lives, that is blocking us from receiving ALL that God has for us, as priest when need to act on our faith; knowing that God is now abiding inside of us and we need to shout down those walls and obtain our victories.  Than you Jesus!
Now I need to take you into the New Testament for a moment and show you a Scripture that connects to this so perfectly. Turn to Acts 16:22-26  “And the multitude rose up together against them:  and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them.  And when they had laid man stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:  Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.
And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:  and the prisoners heard them.  And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken:  and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed.”  (comments – H.S. – at midnight -praising God, still in chains – victory, freedom through praise)
There may be someone hear this morning that is still in chains – chains of a broken home, chains of bitterness and strife, chains of low self-esteems, chains of lack, etc.  Whatever your chains may be – if you repent of your sins and ask Jesus to come into your heart and to save you; then start living a life of praise – God will break the chains that bind you.  Remember there is Victory I Praise!  Remember that praise is one of our greatest weapons against Satan and his demons.  But you have to use that weapon!!!  Remember, most of all, that Scripture says that ‘God dwells in the midst of the praises of His people.”  PTL!!!  If you want to bring God into the midst of your lives and into the midst of the circumstances that you are going through, learn to offer unto Him sincere praise.  The praise that God calls the ‘fruit of your lips.’
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