POWER OF PRAISE - 11-19-06

PRAYER

Scripture: Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.”

Eph. 5:15-20  “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
This morning as we continue our series on faith - let us recount the things that God has shown us thus far.  God has shown us that we, as Christians, are supposed to live by faith.  As our Scripture text tells us in Romans our Christian walk begins with faith and it ends in faith, and it is faith all in between.  We have seen how we are to have faith in the power of the Blood of Jesus Christ because it is through His blood that we have received our redemption and it is through His blood that we are brought back into a ‘right-relationship’ with God.  We have talked about how we are to have faith in the ‘power’ that God has placed within the heart and the mind of each and every believer.  We looked extensively at some Scriptures that showed us that indeed we do have power.  That we don’t just have to sit back and allow Satan to destroy our lives and the lives of our loved ones because the moment we were saved - God took some of His power and placed it inside of us.  We looked at Luke 10:19  “Behold I give you power to tread on serpents and scorpions and over ALL the power of the enemy, and NOTHING shall by any means hurt you.”  (comments - H.S.)

In another sermon we looked at the power that is in forgiveness.  And God showed us that forgiveness gives us power over the enemy in the same way that unforgiveness gives the enemy power over us.  (repeat)  Then for several weeks we looked at the power that is in ‘words’ and God showed us that as Christians we need to be speak ‘faith filled words’ not words of doubt and unbelief.  God showed us in Scripture that “death and life are in the power of the tongue” and that we need to be speaking life to our circumstances instead of speaking death!!!

This morning we are going to look at another powerful weapon that is in our arsenal to defeat Satan and his demons and that is the power of PRAISE!  In our Scripture text that we just read in the book of Ephesians - we saw were God says that we are to not be getting drunk with wine, alcohol, or drugs but that if we want to get a ‘natural’ high we need to be ‘filled’ with the Holy Spirit.

Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Scripture says that we need to be singing and making music in our heart to the Lord.  (comments - H.S.)  Then notice what verse 20 says “always giving thanks to God the Father for everything.”  Notice this does not say to thank God only when things are going good - but it says in everything - which means when things are going bad as well.  Someone here must be saying - ‘wait a minute Pastor I understand why God would tell me to thank Him when all is well, but how or why would He expect me to praise and thank Him when things are going bad.  (comments - H.S.)  You may be thinking - ‘how can I thank God, when all I have in my pocket is lint!”  Someone else may be thinking - ‘how can I thank Him - when I am so down that getting up don’t cross my mind!”  God is saying that it is when you are in what could be called ‘between a rock and a hard place’ - that you should praise and thank Him the most!  You say why?  Because Praise and thanksgiving is a powerful weapon!

Remember what God promised us in Scripture “one shall chase a thousand and two shall put ten thousand to flight.”  When one saint begins to praise the Lord, he can chase a thousand.  But the number of saints double, and two are joined together in their praises unto God, the results are multiplied ten-fold.  For “Two shall put 10,000 to flight!”  What is God saying?  When a body of anointed saints of God begins to sound forth the high praise of God, demons tremble, the heavens are shaken, and Satanic thrones are toppled.  We are in warfare, and God has put a mighty weapon into our hands.  Humans living in a natural realm cannot understand the life of praise.  But demons understand the language, and they hate it.  Because praise is the heavenly language of victory through our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Praising the Lord puts the devil to flight!

Why do you think that so many churches, including ours, struggle with their music ministry?  Why is it so hard to teach people how to praise the Lord?  Why is there always so much confusion on choirs?  Why it so hard to find a musician that is playing for the glory of God and not for how much money they can make?  Because Satan doesn’t want ‘true’ praise to go up in our churches and in our lives.  For when ‘true praises goes up - the blessings come down!!!  To give you and idea of how praising God in the midst of a bad situation will turn the situation around - turn to II Chronicles 20:12-23  “O our God, will you not judge them ?  For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us.  We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you?”
The people of Israel are being attacked by this great and vast army.  So, in the natural, all looked hopeless.  In the natural it looked like there was no way that they could win this battle - so what does Jehoshaphat do when he saw his enemies were coming against Him?  He doesn’t call all his generals together for a strategic planning meeting!  He doesn’t go to his neighbors for help.  He doesn’t run around in circles crying ‘woe is me!’  What does he do when he is in a impossible situation?  He goes to the only One who has the power to do anything about it.  He goes to God in prayers.  And he tells God the truth.

· we have no power of our own

· we don’t know what to do - so instead of focusing on the circumstances we are going to focus our eyes on You and on You alone!
(comments - H.S. - when we are in hopeless situations - where do we go for help?)

vs. 13-15  “All the men of Judah, with their wives and little ones, stood there before the Lord…vs. 15 He said:  Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem!  This is what the LORD says to you:  ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army.  For the battle is not yours, but God’s”
According to the Word of God, whose ‘battle’ is it to deal with the things that come upon us?”  The answer is - it is “God’s battle!”  (comments - H.S.)  So often we are fighting battles that we should be simply turn over to the Lord - because in our own natural strength there is nothing that we can do about them!  (comments - H.S.)

vs. 17  You will not have to fight this battle.  Take up your positions:  stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.”    

What does God tell them to do?  He tells them to:

· Take up your position (station yourselves)  (we’ll talk about this point in a moment)

· Stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf.  (comments - H.S.)
Vs. 20-21  “Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa.  As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem!  Have faith in the LORD your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.  After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise Him for the splendor of His holiness as they went out at the head of the army saying “Give thanks to the LORD for his love endures forever!!!!!!”
Remember in verse 17 God had told them to ‘take up their position/station themselves?’  Well God is showing in vs 21 where they are to station themselves!  They are to station themselves in “faith in God and faith in his prophets!”  WOW!  (comments - H.S.)  Then God tells them to start sing praise and thanksgiving to God.  Notice where God places the singers and the praises - in front of the army.  Can you imagine how this looked!  (comments - H.S.)  Normally if an army is going into battle they put their most powerful weapons in the front.  Right?  Notice God is doing the same thing - He is placing their most powerful weapon to defeat the enemy in the front and that weapon is ‘praising, worshipping, exalting, and thanking Almighty God!”  (comments - H.S.)

Now let’s look at the rest of this Scripture.  Vs. 22-23 “As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated .  The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them.  After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another.”

Now, do we serve a mighty God or what?  See what happened when the Israelite people started praising and singing unto the Lord!  Now notice what Scripture says - it says that the LORD set the ambush against the enemies of Israel and they were defeated.  Notice the chaos and confusion in the mix.  Remember the armies of Ammon, Moab and Mt. Seir were united against the people of Israel.  But God twisted them up so that the armies of Ammon and Moab started fighting against the armies of Seir and annihilated them.  And then after they had defeated them, they started fighting against one another.  Hallelujah!!!

When we starting learning how to thank God in the midst of our situations, when we learn how to praise God when we don’t see any way out, when we learn to turn to situation over to Him and praise and worship Him in the mix - God says He will make our enemies our footstools.

Lastly lets look at how God blessed these people:  verse 24-28  “When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped.  Wo Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder, and they found among them a great amount of equipment and clothing and also articles of value—more than they could take away.  There was so much plunder that it took THREE DAYS to collect it…

vs. 27 “Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the LORD had given them cause to rejoice over their enemies.  Vs. 28 They enter Jerusalem and went to the temple of the LORD with harps and lutes and trumpets.”  (comments - H.S.  Remember God tells us in His Word that the wealth of the wicked is laid up for the righteous!)

Learn how to live a life of praise and thanksgiving.  Learn how to rejoice and serve the Lord with gladness even when things are not the way that you would have them to be.  Because praise is a POWERFUL weapon in the hands of an anointed child of God!!!  Amen!
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