FOUR GREAT ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rev. 1:4-8

This morning as we start preparing to enter into what is known as the Advent Season, God has four great announcements that He wants His church to hear.  How do I know that these announcements are for the church today?  Because they are addressed to the ‘seven’ churches in Asia and as you study the Book of Revelations you will see that these churches represented the church universal.  These churches represented all the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout the world and throughout the ages.  After addressing the church, the Apostle John wastes no time in going directly to the announcements that God wants delivered.

The first announcement is that grace and peace belonged to them and in the same way grace and peace belongs to us.  The first thing that God wants them to know, and that He wants us to know is that it is possible for us to live a life of grace and peace.  Grace means the favor and blessings of God.  Do you understand what it means to live smack, dab, and in the midst of God’s grace?  It means that we can live a life of having God’s favor and his blessings flowing in and over and through us!  God is trying to let us know that He wants to take an active part in our lives.  He wants us to know that He wants to look after us and take care of us.  That He wants to provide all the good and beneficial things of life for us, whether physical, material, or spiritual.  But not only is God extending His hand of grace to us, He is also offering us His peace.  He is offering us peace with Himself and also peace with one another.  (comments – H.S.)
Notice where this grace and peace comes from.  It comes from the One which is, and which was, and which is to come.  This sounds like a riddle doesn’t it?  This is aptly describing our eternal, unchangeable and infinite God.  The One which is, and was, and is to come means that God is today as he was yesterday, and He shall be the same in the ages to come.  Hallelujah!  (repeat) This is describing God the Father.  But notice who else this Scripture says that our grace and peace comes from.  Scripture says that that it comes from the seven Spirits which are before His throne.  Some astute person is probably thinking, ‘what seven Spirits?’  You have to realize that the number seven in Scripture means completeness, fullness, and perfection.  Thus, the seven Spirits means the Holy Spirit in all His fullness.  The Holy Spirit is before the throne of God in all of his perfection and fullness.  Therefore the believer is to find grace and peace in the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit lives within the hearts of believer in order to full the believer with the grace and peace of God.  Our job is to learn to walk in the Spirit; to allow Him to fill us with God’s grace and peace.  Now we have seen that grace and peace comes from the Father God and from the Holy Spirit.  Who else do we get this grace and peace from?  Scripture is very clear on that, it says that God’s grace and peace comes to us through our precious Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  And that takes us into the second great announcement that God has for the church. 

The second great announcement is that Jesus is the Savior of the world.  This is the message that the church is suppose to preach and teach.  This is why these announcements were sent to the seven churches.  This is the foundation on which the church must stand, unequivocally and undeniably.  Jesus Christ is our Savior and Jesus Christ is our redeemer!!!  Notice what is said about our Lord in this text.
· First is says that Jesus is our faithful witness.  He is the One Person we can depend on.  My brothers and sisters in Christ all of us need to know that we have Someone whom we can depend.  Many people may have disappointed us in life, but Jesus will never disappoint us!!!  We can trust what Jesus tells us.  Jesus came from God; He came out of heaven itself.  He came to reveal the truth about God, about humankind and about this world that we live in.   He knows what it is all about and we can trust His witness.

· The next thing that this tells us that we, as the church, are to preach and teach is that Jesus was the first to arise from the dead.  That is, He is the first to arise who never again had to die.  Being the ‘first begotten’ from the dead means that His death and  resurrection was preeminent.  Because He arose, all other people will arise.  All believers shall arise and live with God eternally because He arose and conquered death for us.  Because He arose, we too shall rise if we believe that He died and rose for us.  
· Thirdly it tells us that Jesus is the prince of the kings of the earth.  The word ‘prince’ means ruler.  Jesus is the ruler of the kings of the earth.  Why is He the ruler of the kings of the earth?  Because when he arose from the dead, God exalted him to the right hand of God’s throne.  Jesus and Jesus alone has been given the seat of Sovereign rule over the earth.  The world may seem chaotic and the problems too enormous to be handled.  But Jesus is in control, and He is able to handle it all.  We may ask, ‘Why doesn’t God go ahead and straighten out the mess and the evil of the world?’  God gave us the answer to that question last week.   He is trying to wait to get as many people saved as possible before He brings an end to this world as we know it.
· The fourth thing that we as believer are to be proclaiming to the world is that not only is Jesus our Savior, but He has redeemed us.  Notice what verse 5 says, He, “…loves us and washed us from our sins in His own blood.”  The word love is in the present tense in the Greek.  This means that Jesus always loves us.  He loves us today just as He has loved us in the past.  (comments – H.S.)  The word ‘washed’ means to be loosed, set free, and released from sin.  When Jesus shed His blood and died on the cross He actually took our sin upon Himself.  Therefore, if we have a believing faith in Him, our sin has been removed!  We are free from sin!  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!
· The fifth message that the church is to be teaching believers is that now that we have been saved, Christ has exalted us.  Wow!!!  Scripture says that, as believers, we have been made kings and priests unto God and his Father.  The word ‘king’ denotes that there must be a kingdom.  It involves management, supervision, and governing.  This means that as believers, we shall rule and reign with Christ.  We shall oversee and administer the affairs of the universe for Christ throughout eternity.  (comments – H.S.)  The word ‘priests’   means  that we have open access into God’s presence at any time.  Believers no longer need human priests or mediators.  We are ourselves are made priests before God—all by Jesus Christ.  Believers are now to offer their own prayers, praises, worship, thanksgiving and offering to God.  Hallelujah!
God is making some strong announcements to the churches.  He first announced that grace and peace is ours through the Holy Trinity, through the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Then He announces that Jesus is the Savior and redeemer of the world.  And God goes into details as to all that means.  Now God goes into the third great announcement and that can be found in verse 7  “Behold, He cometh…”  This Jesus that we just saw who is the faithful witness, the first begotten of the dead, the prince of the kings of the earth, the One who has redeemed us and the one who has made us both kings and priest.  This Jesus is about to return!  And notice when He comes, two things will happen.
1.  Every eye shall see Him.  The glory of God is so bright and so full of light that it actually shines brighter than the sun.  When Jesus returns, there will be a display of His glory that will surround the earth.  There will also be an innumerable host of angels and believers who are accompanying Christ back to earth.  The idea is this:  there will be so many that they will surround the earth.  Christ in all of his glory and majesty is going to return, and when He returns, every eye shall see Him.

2.  And they also which pierced him…  Every person who has rejected Christ and crucified Him shall wail and mourn because of Him.  This refers to all the enemies of Christ, not only those who crucified Him.  Every person who has rebelled against Him shall see Jesus and they shall cry out in anguish because they have:
*cursed Him.
*rejected Him.
*ignored Him.

*neglected Him.
*disregarded Him.
*opposed Him
And the list can go on and on, i.e., those who have denied His claim to be the Son of God.
So many people are willing to accept that Jesus was a great man and one of the greatest religious teachers of all time, but they reject His deity.  They believe that man can be good enough to become acceptable to God on their own.  They don’t believe that Jesus had to die for the sin of the world.  The result is catastrophic:  When humankind see Jesus return to the earth, they will then know that He is exactly who He claimed to be:  the Messiah, the Anointed One of God, the Savior of the world.  They will know that God does love the world, love it so much that He actually sent His Son to die for the sins of humanity.  But, when Christ returns, the idea is not that of salvation.  It is that of wailing, of mourning, and crying out, because of the judgment that Jesus is bringing with Him.  Jesus Christ, the Lord God of the universe, will be returning in glory to execute justice upon all who have rejected Him and worked evil upon the earth.
Then we have the fourth and final great announcement in this text.  It can be found in verse 8.  The fourth announcement is that Jesus Christ is the Almighty God.  Notice what this verse says. 

· Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega.  Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet and Omega the last letter.  This is saying that Jesus is the beginning and the ending of all there is.  He began all things and He shall end all things.  All things find their purpose, meaning and significance in Him,  Humankind, the world, history—no matter how chaotic and disjointed life may seem—all things are ultimately under the control of Christ.  And He will use them to orchestrate His will upon this earth.
· Jesus Christ is the Lord who is, who was, and who is to come.  That is He is eternal and unchangeable.  Today He is the same Person He has always been, and He shall always be the same Person.  His love is unchangeable, but so is His justice and judgment.  If we trust Him, we shall know His love; if we reject Him, we shall know His wrath.

· Jesus is the Almighty.  The word means the All-Controller, the All-Ruler.  This means a most wonderful thing:  no matter what a person goes through if he belongs to Christ, all things will be worked out for his good.  Jesus will control the circumstances and twist them to the good of the believer.  Nothing can snatch the believer out from under the control of Jesus!  Amen and Hallelujah!

God has sent four great announcements to the church!  He has sent four great announcements, and all that they entail, to us today.  Let us take heed to these announcements and go out and proclaiming them loudly for all of the world to hear.
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