SATISFY YOUR THIRST

PRAYER

Scripture:  55:1-3, 6-7

This morning our message is going to be one that is so simple that a child could understand, yet so profound that it amazes scholars.  This message is going to simply be on the love of God and how He longs to satisfy your thirst.  This message is going to be on how God longs to be in relationship with you!  It is going to try and show that it breaks God’s heart to see you wandering around lost - like sheep without a shepherd.
It has always amazed me that God, the maker of the entire universe, could be so concerned about a people such as us!  It amazes me that God would want to be called our Father and for us to be called His children!  But that is exactly the case!   Of all of God’s creations, we are the only one of whom it is said that we are made in the likeness of God!  We are God’s highest, most intricately made creation.  Yet even though we are God’s highest creation, even though we are God’s most intelligent and articulate creation; we are also the most rebellious and disobedient.  Even so, God still loves us and is calling each of us back to Him!  God is calling each of us to a closer, more intimate relationship with Him.  Yet, some continuously reject that call and want to live life their own way.
Some of us want to come to God, some of us want to walk in a closer relationship with the Lord.  But there are chains that bind us; chains that continuously hold us back!  They may be chains of adversity that cause you to question the love of God.  These adversities can be financial, health, family problems, etc.  They may be chains of addictions that cause you to be like the Apostle Paul in Romans 7:15  “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do, I do not do, but what I hate I do.”  (comments – H.S.)  No matter what the case – God loves you!  No matter what you have done or what you have become – God loves you with a love that is beyond our finite understanding.  That is why He is still calling you today.
Look at our text says in Isa. 55:1  “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”  Notice God is calling to everyone that is thirsty.   Thirst can be equated to what a person longs for, what a person craves.  Before I can really talk about vs. 1, we have to look at vs. 2  “`Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread?  And your labor for that which satisfieth not?  Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.  When you put these two verses together you see that God is not talking about thirsting or craving after ‘things,’ or thirsting after position or fame.  Matter of fact He reprimands those whose focus in life are simply on these things.  God says why do you spend all your money and all your time on things that are not bread and on things that do not satisfy.
When we think of bread, we think of food; something that is necessary to sustain life.  So when God is speaking of bread here, He is going over and above the natural bread or food that we need to keep us alive.  He is speaking of spiritual bread that is necessary not only for our earthly life, but spiritual bread that is necessary for our eternal life.  Remember, Scripture teaches us that Jesus is the Bread of Life.  Therefore, God is saying why you are spending all of your time and energy on your physical life while neglecting the most important of all and that is your spiritual life!  Why are you neglecting your spiritual life with Him?  Why are you neglecting your personal relationship with Jesus?  And beyond that – why are you allowing Satan to hardening your heart when you here Jesus loudly and clearly calling to you?
Jesus is saying in this text, “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters.”  Aren’t you tired of following after self?  Aren’t you tired of trying to handle everything on your own?  Aren’t you tired of trying and failing, trying and failing, continuing to make one mess after another of your life?  Jesus says, “Come” All you have to be is thirsty and He will give you water to drink.  All you have to be is thirsty for Him, and He will give you that water that He told the women at the well about.  He will give you the water that will spring up inside of you into eternal life.  Notice He says “Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.”  Wine and water are symbolic in Scripture of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is again saying, “Come to me, give your life to me, and I will indwell you through the power of the Holy Spirit.  I will give you the power to be world over-comers.  I will give you power to live the life that you are thirsting after.  You don’t have to do it on your own!”  Also, notice God says “Come and buy milk.”  Why milk?  Because milk is also a life-sustaining substance.  It is used to nourish babies and children.  God is saying here ‘come and get your milk from me.  I will be a parent to you.  I will tenderly nurse you and take care of you just as mother does a child at her breast.  Because remember one of my names is El Shaddai, the mighty breasted One.  Hallelujah!
Notice God also says “buy without money and with price.”  Can’t you see the love of God, can’t you see how much God loves you in these words?  He is telling us that it doesn’t matter whether you are rich or poor because what He is offering money can not buy.  Salvation is free!  It is a ‘gift of God not of works lest any man should boast.”  (Eph. 2:8-9 comments – H.S.)
Look at - Verse 3 – “Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your soul will live…”  God is crying out for you to listen to these words this morning.  He is crying out for you to tune your ears to His voice/call and not the call of this world.  If God didn’t love you with an infinite love, He would not be taking the time to bring you this message.  You think these words are coming from me, but I am just God’s instrument to speak to your heart and mind this morning.  God’s says if you hear His words you will live. Hearing denotes obedience, living a life of obedience to our God.   If you hear His words you will not just be existing day to day but you will be able to live, you will be able to experience life to the fullest!
In closing, lets look at verses 6  “Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.  Time is running out.  The return of our Lord is near.  The signs of time are showing everywhere, just look at the things that are going on in this world!  God is telling you to seek Him NOW, you don’t know what tomorrow is going to bring.  Call upon Him for forgiveness while He is near to you.  He is here right now to provide you every need.
Now let me give you a promise and a warning.  God is calling you right now because of His great love and because of His great grace.  Don’t trample the grace of God underfoot.  You say how can I do that?  Look at verse 7  “Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts…”  You can trample the grace of God underfoot by thinking you can give your life to Christ and then keep living the same old sinful way that you were before.  This Scripture says “let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.”  Forsake means to turn away from.  (comments – H.S.)
Notice the rest of this wonderful verse as it again shows just how much God loves each of us.  “…and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”  Jesus is tenderly and mercifully calling each of you today.  Some He is calling to salvation, others who already know Him He is calling to a deeper walk with Him.  Return to the Lord: repent of your sin, ask God for forgiveness and he will ABUNDANTLY pardon.  (comments – H.S.)  Thank you Jesus!!!
God loves you just like you are!  But He loves you too much to leave you that way!!!  Come to Jesus and allow Him to give you the life that you have been thirsting for.  Amen!
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