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PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 1:17  “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”
God has been showing us through the past several months that those of us who go by the Name of Jesus are to live by faith.  Since we have received God’s salvation, we know that we are to live with a different perspective of things and we are to have a new attitude.  All the things that we have learned thus far have been to help us change the way we think and to change the things that we speak out of our mouths.  Last week God showed us a vital weapon that we are to use in our spiritual warfare is the power of praise.  God showed us the power that is invested in worshipping and praising our God.  We saw how when we truly praise, Satan and his demons tremble and the power of God is released into our circumstances.

This morning God wants to show us another weapon or tool that we have in order to change our circumstances.  Now think back for a moment to a Scripture that I am sure that most of you know by heart.  And that is “in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Now some of you may be thinking - ‘why is that important?’  Because when God created this world He created it with certain kingdom principles established in it.

You say “Pastor, what do you mean kingdom principles.”  Think about it - God established certain natural laws that are always in effect, i.e., the law of gravity, what goes up must come down.  The sun rises in the east and sets in the west, the rotation of the planets, etc.  These are kingdom principles that always remain the same.  The kingdom principle that God wants you to see today is the ‘law of giving.’  Okay, now I heard someone groaning in the background saying, “oh, here she goes talking about money again.”  Well in some aspects I am and in some, I’m not.  Just stay with me, don’t close your mind to the Word.  Because there is POWER in giving.  You say, ‘what power?’  I’m glad you asked!  But I’ll have to show you that in a moment.

First things first.  The first thing that I want you to think about is God.  Would it be an accurate statement for me to say that God is a giver?  Do you agree with that?  In the Scripture text that I just mentioned - it said that God created the heavens and the earth.  But when He created these things, He didn’t just keep them for Himself.  But He gave them to us to use and enjoy and He gave us all the wealth that is inside of the earth, oil, gold, silver, precious miners, diamonds, etc.  He gave us EVERYTHING!

Well, think about it!  If God is a giver and we are His children, then we have His nature inside of us.  That means that we are to be givers as well!  If you want to experience a new level of God’s joy, if you want Him to pour out His blessings and favor in your life, then you must learn to be a giver as well.  This is completely contrary to what the world teaches us.  The world teaches us that we should be takers! That we got to grab that ‘brass ring,’ that we need to take from someone before they take from us!

Let me give you an example of what God says happens when you have a selfish spirit.  Turn to Haggai 1:5-11  “Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; consider your ways.  Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.  Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.  Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house (the house of God) and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.  Ye looked for much, and, lo it came to little; and when ye brought it home.  I did blow upon it.  Why?  Saith the Lord of hosts.  Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man into his own house.  Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.  And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.”  (comments - H. S.)

The Israelites who had returned from Babylon discovered that humankind cannot find happiness when they live only for themselves.  They ignored the fact that God’s temple had not been rebuilt, but gave themselves to the construction of fine houses and completely occupied themselves with materialistic things.  Yet their harvests were poor, their clothing inadequate, and their wages did not keep pace with rising costs (Hag. 1:6) The prophet told them they were reaping a harvest of unhappiness because they were putting their selfish pleasures first.

God, in His infinite wisdom, says that having a spirit of selfishness is not how He has designed for us to live.  Being takers is what makes people so miserable because a taker is never satisfied!  God is saying that when we live according to His kingdom principles, we need to stop trying to figure out what everybody can do for us.  And we need to start trying to figure out what we can do for somebody else.  We were not made to function as self-centered people, thinking only of ourselves.  No!  God created us to be givers!  We are to live to give and give to live!  (repeat)  Scripture says in Gal. 6:7(b)  “For whatever a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap.”  (comments - H.S.)

The reason so many people are not reaping a good harvest from the things that God says belongs to us as believers are because they are not sowing.  So many people are living self-centered lives.  Unless they change their focus and start reaching out to others, they will probably remain in a depressed condition, emotionally, financially, socially and spiritually.  If we want to reap good things, we must sow good seeds.  Remember, we reap what we sow.  If we want to reap happiness, we have to sow happiness seeds by making other people happy.  If we want to reap financial blessings, we must sow financial seed in the live of others.  If we want friendship, we must sow a seed and be a friend to others.

Let me show you how this principle of sowing works even when you are in need yourself.  Turn to Gen. 26:1(a)  “There was a famine in the land…vs. 12-13 Then Isaac sowed seed in that land and received in the same year a hundred times as much as he had planted, and the LORD favored him with blessings.  And the man became great and gained more and more until he became very wealthy and distinguished.”  So what is going on here?  Scripture says that there was a great famine in the land.  People didn’t have any food or water, and they were in desperate need.  So Isaac did something that people without spiritual insight may have thought rather odd.  In his time of need, Isaac didn’t wait around expecting someone else to come to his rescue.  No, he acted in faith.  He rose up in the midst of that famine and sowed a seed.  God supernaturally multiplied that seed, and it brought him out of his need.  Maybe you are in some sort of famine today.  It could be a financial famine, health famine, etc.  Perhaps you need peace or love in your home.  Whatever the need, one of the best things you can do is to get your mind off yourself and begin to help meet someone else’s need.

God has given us the formula to whatever needs that we have in life and it only contains TWO things that you must do.  Would you like to know what it is?  Turn to Psalms 37:3-4  “Trust in the Lord and do good; so shall you dwell in the land and feed surely on His faithfulness, and truly you shall be fed.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He will give you the desires and secret petitions of your heart.”  Did you get it?  Did you get the formula?  It is TRUST and DO GOOD.  First, we must rust in the Lord; and second, we must go out and do something good.  Go out and sow some seeds.  It is not enough to say, “God, I trust You.  I know you are going to meet all my needs.”  But then you don’t plant any seed.  That’s like a farmer not planting any seeds and still expecting a harvest.

Do something to get some seed in the ground.  Help somebody else, provide for someone else need.  If you don’t have any money, do some physical work for someone who can’t do it themselves, mow their law, rack leaves, clean their house, whatever!  Plant some seed!  In your time of need, don’t sit around thinking about what you lack.  Think about what kind of seed you can sow to get yourself out of that need.  THERE IS POWER IN GIVING!!!   And the more you give, the more you will receive.  Turn to Luke 6:38 “Give and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give unto your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  (comments - H.S.)  We need to learn to ‘live to give, and also to give to live.’  God wants us to live the ‘blessed’ life, but if you are not a giver it will hinder your blessings from flowing.  Amen!
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