HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 24:32-51

Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  Advent is the season in which we prepare to remember the first coming, the first advent of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  The culmination of advent has become known as Christmas Day.  In the minds of so many people, advent is just a preparation for Christmas Day when we buy gifts for one another.  And spend the day with families and loved ones feasting on a great meal.  But for those of us who go by the name of Christ, advent should be so much more.  Advent should be the reason that we have ‘hope for the future.’  If I stopped for a moment and asked you what is your hope for the future, some of you would say:  my child graduating from college, a better job, financial security, a good marriage, etc.  And all of those answers would be good.  They are things that you should hope, dream and prepare for.  But each of those things are like stepping stones, or milestones in your life that you want to obtain.  Notice when I asked that question, I did not say ‘what are your hope(s) for the future.  I did not use the plural tense, but the singular tense.  So, again, I ask you ‘what is your hope for the future.’
Let me answer that question for myself.  My hope for the future is Christ Jesus!  You say, ‘oh, Pastor, that’s a given.  Of course that would be you answer.”  But that should be the answer for each and every one of us.  Because if your hope for the future is just your child graduating, where do you go from there?  If your only hope for the future is financial security, where do you turn when the things you have, don’t satisfy the longing within your heart and mind.  No, my brothers and sisters in Christ, all those other things are achievements.  And they will not ultimately satisfy.  The only true hope that we have is Jesus.  And that hope is grounded in the fact that just as He physically came to this earth before, is the same way that He will physically return a second time.  That my brothers and sisters in Christ is the only answer for this world’s ills.  That is the only answer to solving the solution of poverty in this world.  That is the only answer for families being torn apart and children being used and abused.  That is the only answer to the problem of racism and sexism.  That is what should fill our hearts with joy and anticipation as we prepare to celebrate advent.  The whole time that we are preparing during this advent season to remember Christ first coming at Christmas;  we are also preparing to celebrate His second coming.
Aren’t you excited to know that He is coming back?  Aren’t you excited to know that you will see our loving Savior face to face.  Why do I say that?  Because Jesus’ return to this earth is the only hope for the future that this world has!!!  You say, ‘Pastor, that is a blessed hope; the return of Christ.  But when will that be and what are the signs of His return.’  I am glad that you asked that question, because it is the same question that Jesus’ disciples asked Him.  Jesus answer that question in the 24th chapter of Matthew and it is a chapter this every Christian should study in great detail.  This morning I am going to give you the signs of Jesus’ return and prayerfully you will become more excited as we see that day draw nearer.  Before we look at the section that we already read, let’s go back a little bit in this chapter.
· verse 5 – “many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and deceive many.”  To understand this verse you need to notice the name Christ.  The name Christ means the anointed one, the messiah, the deliverer.  Through out history, we have seen men who have claimed to be the messiah, the deliver, the one who can cure all the ills of this world.  Every Caesar who ruled the Roman Empire, claimed to be God and demanded to be worshipped.  Every dictator who ever ruled the nations claimed that the were the anointed one, the deliverer of the people.  This is true from Hitler, to Stalin, to Mussolini, etc.  As we see this occurring more and more, we should remember that God says that this is a sign of the return of Christ.
· Verse 6-13-2 “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled:  for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  For nations shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:  and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”
God gives us some precise things that we are look for to know that His return is about to happen.  He said there would be:

· false Christ’s – where a large number of unbelievers would be deceived.
· Wars and rumors of wars 
· famine 

· pestilence and diseases increasing as never before 
· earthquakes

· tribulation

· sorrow

· persecution – even then we can rejoice because we know that God is about to straighten out the injustices and crimes of humankind.
· Saint’s will be hated for Christ Sake

· False prophets

· Iniquity or sin would abound

· Love of many will grow cold.  (indifference for the cause of Christ).

Do you realize my brothers and sisters in Christ, that each of every one of these things are occurring today.  And remember what Jesus said in verse 8 “all these are the beginnings of sorrows.”  In some translations in says, these are the beginning of birth pangs.  As when a mother is labor, when the birth pains intensify you know that the birth of the child is near.  In the same way God says as you see all of these signs that He mentions intensifies, you know that the coming of Christ is at the door.  (comments – H.S.)  Christ is coming back.  He is our hope for the future.  Are you preparing every day for His return?  Are you excited about it?  I pray that you are.  Knowing that Christ is going to return gives us not only hope for the future, but it gives us joy to go throughout the day.  Joy of knowing that our trials and tribulations will soon be over and we will be in the presence of our King.
When I was a child the first section of Scripture that I put to memory was John the 14th chapter.  Where Jesus says “Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God; believe also in me.  In my Fathers house are many mansion; if it were not so I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go a prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also…”  I always love those verses, I loved thinking about the mansion that God was preparing for me.  But it was not until I became grown that I realize that these verse were talking about the rapture.  It says “if I go a prepare a place for you I will come again…”  That’s talking about His second coming.  Isn’t that wonderful.  Jesus says that when He returns, it will be like a thief in the night.  It will be unexpected.  He tells us that people will be going about their daily routines, i.e., eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.  And then all of a sudden, He will be here.
Jesus says in verses 40-41 “then shall two be in the field; the one will be taken, and the other left.  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken and the other left.”  (comments – H.S.)  God will start taking His saints out of the world, to meet His Son in the air.  Why does He do this?  Because this will mark the beginning of the great tribulations.  The greatest time of trial this world has ever endured.
God has shown us some very specific signs to let us know that our hope for the future is at hand.  But of all the signs that He has given us, I have not yet shown you the sign that shows that Jesus return is now in the count down, 10, 9, 8, etc. blast off.  You say, Pastor, what sign is that?
Look at verses 32-34  “Now learn a parable of the fig tree, When his (NIV – it’s) branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.  Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”
If you have done any serious study of Scripture, you know that God often referred to the nation of Israel as a fig tree.  The nation of Israel was destroyed approximately 35 years after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus had prophesied about this and it occurred in 70 A.D.  The Jewish people were then scattered throughout the world.  Then in 1948, the Jewish people regained their homeland and became a nation again.  Now, this in itself was a miracle.  For almost 1,900 years this nation no longer existed. And then for the same ethnic group of people, the same religious group of people to settle in their ancestral homeland and became a nation again; is something that only God could do.  Now remember the Scripture we just read, the fig tree represents Israel.  When the nation of Israel starts to blossom again (putting forth leaves) as a nation, this is a sign of the beginning of the end.  God says the generation that was born in the year of Israel’s rebirth would not have all died before the second return of the Lord!!!  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!  The hope of our future is about to return!
As we prepare to celebrate advent, as we prepare to celebrate Christmas there is another day we need to be preparing for.  Don’t allow all of the commercialism that the world has attached to this season distract you.  Don’t teach your children all of the hype of waiting for a overweight man in a bright red suit to bring them gifts.  Teach them that on Christmas day they shouldn’t be weighting for Santa Claus, they should be looking for Jesus!  Why do you think that Satan has worked so hard in taking Christ out of Christmas?  Because he doesn’t want you to think about Christ’s first coming and thereby neglect preparing for His second coming.  Now I don’t need to tell you what you should do to prepare for the Christmas that the world has created.  You have already started making plans.  The children are already making their list and checking them twice.  But I do need to let you know what you are to do in preparing for the second coming of Christ.  Turn to: 
Romans 13:11-14  (NIV)  “And do this, understanding the present time.  The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  (hallelujah!!!)  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealously.  Rather, clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”
God says:  

· ‘understand the present time.’  Understand the fact that all of the signs are in place for the return of Christ.  (comment – H.S.)

· It time to ‘wake up from our sleep.’  We’ve been walking around like we are in a daze.  Not seeing or understanding the signs of the times.

· Our salvation is ‘nearer now than when we first believed.’  (comments – H.S.)

· The ‘night (the time of spiritual darkness) is almost over, the day (hallelujah) is almost here.’
· ‘Put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.’  What is the armor of light.  When I think about the armor of light I think about the armor of God.  You know what is says in Eph. 6.  Put on the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteous, shoes ready to take you to spread the good news, take up the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  (comments – H.S.)
· Don’t be involved in ‘orgies and drunkenness.’
· ‘Sexual immorality and debauchery.’
· ‘Dissension (division) and jealousy.’
· Instead we are to ‘clothe ourselves in Jesus Christ.’
· And ‘do not even THINK about how to gratify your sinful nature.’
God says these are the things we are to do and the things we are not to day as we wait for that great and glorious day of our Lord!!!  Are you excited, I hope you are!  I pray that you are waiting with baited breath as the hope for our future prepares to return.
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