WORSHIPPING GOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 4:23-24, Luke 4:5-8 
Have you ever come to church and after service you went home but instead of feeling satisfied, you felt as though something was missing inside of you.  Let me put it this way, have you ever gone to church and you were hurting or troubled on the inside and you went home feeling the same way that you did when you came?  This has happened to me.  I’ve come to church and I have sang and listen to the choir sing.  I have prayed and listen to others pray.  I have read Scripture and listen to others read Scripture.  And I have preached what some have called a good sermon.  But when I went home, I felt like something had been missing in the service.
One day I questioned God about this.  I said to Him that I thought what was missing was that part of the congregation was not in attendance.  I thought I felt that way because my sermon had missed the mark.  I thought that what was missing was how so many people had such lackadaisical expressions on their faces.  But God showed me that these reason were not the basis of my problem.  The problem was not because the congregation was lackadaisical but because there was a lack of worship.  We had gone through all of the motions, we had sang when the bulletins said sing, we had danced when the bulletins said dance, we had prayed when the bulletins said pray; but we had not worshipped God.  Sometimes I’m so busy trying to make sure the service runs smoothly, that the microphones are working, etc.  That it eliminates even the thought of worship.
You say, ‘Pastor, I thought that what the service is all about, worship.  After all, isn’t it called morning worship?’  And, of course, that’s true.  I’m not saying that we never experience worship when we come together.  But, I am saying that sometimes we miss it.  The first request on that prayer list that God gave us to pray is that, our worship would be pleasing to God.  And God has sent me out to tell each of us, including myself, that sometimes worship is not there!!!  We go through the motions, but we don’t worship!!!  Look again at the text in John 4:23-24  “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:  for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  God is a Spirit:  and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and it truth.  God clearly tells us that what He is seeking and desiring of us is worship.  Notice this text says true worshippers…  That means that what we sometimes call worship is not true worship.  I’m sorry, my brothers and sisters in Christ, you cannot truly worship coming into church any kind of way.  Worshipping is not coming into church when the service is half over.  Rushing to get here just so that you can say that you went to church.  Worship involves priorities.  And some people show God that He is not a priority when they come bopping into church anytime they want.  And wearing anything that they could put their hands on.
I want you to imagine for a moment that you were invited to the White House, to meet President Obama.  If that doesn’t do it for you, imagine that you were invited to the palace to meet Queen Elizabeth.  Okay, so that doesn’t float your boat.  What if you were invited to the Donald Trump’s home to meet him in person.  Now the question for you is – ‘would you be late?  How would you dress?’  I know the answers to those question, no matter what you tell me to the contrary.  You would be there and you would be there early.  You would be dressed to impress!!!  When the big day comes and you approached the majestic gates, all of a sudden they would be opened wide to welcome you in.  No one would have to instruct you to be thankful or joyful that you were invited to be in their presence.  No one would have to tell you to shows a sense of gratitude and praise!  It would just be the natural thing for you to do.
All those people that I mentioned, President Obama, Queen Elizabeth, Donald Trump; all represent power in some way.  And people would break their necks to be in their presence.  But when it comes time to come into God’s house, the One who has the ultimate power and authority, any old time will do and any clothes will do.  God is not a priority, so how can worship be involved?
The same way that you would prepare well in advance if you were going to the White House; the same way that you would dress to impress if you went to meet Donald Trump, is the same way that you should do even more when you prepare to come to God’s house on Sunday.   It’s not very likely that you’ll get an engraved invitation from any of those people that I have mentioned.  But you do have an engraved invitation, and open invitation to come into God’s house and to meet personally with Him.   Jesus, the King of kings has flung opened the gates for us.  We don’t have to enter in with fear or worry.  He wants us to come into His presence with uninhibited praise and worship! 
Jesus told the woman at the well what worship consist of.  He said, ‘those who worship me, must worship me in spirit and in truth.  We know that worshipping God in truth means worshipping God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Because Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  What does worshipping in ‘spirit’ mean?  We know that in Scripture that the word ‘spirit’ is synonymous with the ‘heart.’  So God is saying when you worship Him, it must be a heart worship.  Let me tell you something that God showed me.  When we praise God it comes from the lips.  It’s a choice.  But when we worship God, it comes from the heart!  Praise and gratitude and thanksgiving from the lips turns to worship in the heart.  When we stand in awe of God’s majesty and splendor, worship is born in our hearts.  When we think about all that God has done for us in the past, when we realize all that He is doing for us right now and when we believe in faith of what He is going to do for us in the future, worship is the natural outcome!
This is what God wants from each of us in our Sunday worship, He wants us to sit/stand in His presence, reveling in who He is and who we are in Him!!!  He wants us to come on Sunday and look back over our week and just thank and praise Him for bringing us through to another time of worship.  He wants us to reflect on His goodness and mercy.  He wants us to love Him and magnify Him!  And He wants us to tell Him that we love Him!!!
Jesus says that we must worship ‘in spirit.’  We must worship from the heart, which means obedience to the Word.  Turn to Gen. 22:1-5  “And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt (test) Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham:  and he said, Behold, here I am.  And he said, Take now thy son, they only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee in the land of Moriah:  and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.  And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.  Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.  And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.  (comments – H.S.)
There is a depth of worship that we will never experience until we are willing to obey God, no matter what the cost.  God asked Abraham to offer his son as a sacrifice.  God is asking us to offer unto him our sacrifices of obedience and to worship Him in the midst of it. (comments – H.S.)

Jesus said that God is ‘seeking’ for true worshippers.  He’s looking for those who will worship Him because worship is what they do.  God is not looking for someone to worship Him because they think that worship will be a quick-fix for all their problems.  God does not want you or me to worship Him out of compulsion.  He wants us to worship Him because worship is what we do.  He wants us to worship Him because worship is our destiny.  Let me show you someone who made the ‘choice’ to worship God, despite what was going on in his life.
Turn to Habakkuk 3:17-18  “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  (comments – H.S.)
It’s easy to praise and worship God when things are going well, but sometimes it can be hard when difficulties come.  But in the midst of disaster, Habakkuk chose to praise God and acknowledge that God was in control.  (comments – H.S.)
Why is it so hard to get people to simply worship God.  Remember when Jesus was in the wilderness and Satan was tempting Him?  What was it that Satan tried to get Jesus to do?  Luke 4:5-8 “And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdom of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them:  for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  If thou therefore will worship me, all shall be thine.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan:  for it is written, Thou shalt  worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
Satan wanted Jesus to worship him!!!  Satan wants what belongs to God and God alone!  Satan wants you worship him.  So he blinds your minds to the goodness and mercy of God and makes you think that the things and people of the world are more exciting and more important than God.  And when you start worshipping and serving the things of the world than you are actually worshipping Satan.  How do I know that?  Because God says in His Word…”love not the world nor the things that are in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him/her.”  So if you are not loving and serving the Lord, you are serving the enemy.  And that’s what Satan wants!!!
Jesus said that the Father is ‘seeking those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.’  This morning, I pray that your heart cry will be…”Father, you don’t have to seek anymore because here I am!”  Make Psalm 100 your pattern for worship.  Vs. 1-5  “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord…

· serve the Lord with gladness.
· come into his presence with singing.

· Know ye that the Lord he is God (there is none other).

· It is He that hath made us and not we ourselves.

· We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

· Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.

· Be thankful unto him (be thankful for Jesus and His dying for our sin, and bless (make happy) His Name.

For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.”  (comment on each point)
Worship our God in spirit and in truth!  Because, remember, worship is our destiny!!!
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