SPEAK FAITH-FILLED WORDS - 11/5/06

PRAYER

Scripture: Rom. 1:17  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written “The righteous will live by faith.”  & Rom. 10:10  “For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with you mouth that you confess and are saved.”
This morning as we continue our series on faith - I want to elaborate a little bit more on the ‘power’ of words.  We talked about this in our last sermon - but I believe God would have us to discuss this a little bit more.  As you remember I told you previously - words are containers.  It is not enough just to say that you have faith in a particular area - but it is with your words that you bring to life the great things that God has in store for you.

When you begin to believe God’s Word and begin to speak it, just as Romans 10:10 tells us, mixing your faith with your words - it will become a reality in your life and you will have what you ‘say.’  Those of you who have gone through our new member's class were given a list of Scriptures for you to use for your ‘faith’ confessions.  These Scriptures were relating to how to overcome sickness and disease, poverty and lack, fear and discouragement, knowing who you are in Christ, your ability to be a conqueror, etc.  But I would dare to say that many of you don’t even know where that list is - much less making them part of your daily confessions.

Whatever is going on in your life - you need to find a Scripture promise relating to it.  Then type it up or write it out and past them all over your house, in your kitchen in your bathroom, wherever they will be most visible and then each time you see it - confess what it says out of your mouth.  Hang them on your visor in your car and each time you come to a stoplight - pull it down and confess it.  The more you confess these Scripture promises - the more they will become a reality it your life.  And then what you say will not only be manifested in the ‘spiritual’ realm but in the ‘physical’ realm as well. God never commanded us to repeatedly talk about our pains and our problems.  He didn’t tell us to continually discuss the negative situations in our lives.  He never told us to continuously be airing our ‘dirty laundry’ for all the world to see.  Matter of fact God tells us to do the exact opposite.  He tells us to continually talk about His goodness and His mercy.

Turn to Det. 6:4-12  “Hear, O Israel (Beechfield Church):  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,  when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates (HALLELUJAH!)

When (not if) the LORD your God brings you into the land he sore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—THEN when you eat and are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”  Hallelujah & thank you Jesus!!!  (comments - H.S.)

When we learn to speak ‘faith-filled’ words the Bank of Heaven is there to back your words up.  This reminds me of an advertisement for an old movie with Tom Cruise.  And his commander is reprimanding him and says - “you are speaking words that you butt can’t cash.’  But that is not true of us - when we speak ‘faith-filled’ words - God can and does cash each and every one.  Thank you Lord!

Now there may be someone here who is saying ‘that all sounds good, but you don’t know the situation that I am in.  There just is not any hope, I don’t care how many ‘faith-filled words’ I speak.  Well, I have two answers for you.  The first answer is - you are right.  Because even if you speak ‘faith-filled’ words over your situation they will not work because in actuality you don’t have faith in the words that you are speaking!  The second answer to the statement that there just is not any hope for what you are going though - can be answer through a story in Scripture.

Turn to 2 Kings 4:8-10, 17-26, 32-36  “One day Elisha wen to Shunem.  And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to stay for a meal.  So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat.  She said to her husband.  “I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God.  Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him.  Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.

vs, 17-26  “But the woman became pregnant, and the next year abut that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her.  The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers.  “My head!  My head!” he said to his father.  His father told a servant “carry him to his mother.”  After the servant had lifted him up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, then he died.  She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out.

She called her husband and said, “please send me on of the servants and a donkey so I can go to the man of God quickly and return.  “Why go to him today?”  he asked.  It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.”  “It’s all right,” she said.  She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell you.  So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look!”  There’s the Shunammite!  Run to meet her and ask her.  ‘Are you all right?  Is your husband all right?  Is your child all right?”  “Everything is all right,”  (KJV - It is well)

vs. 32-36  “When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch.  He went in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD.  The he got on the bed and lay upon the boy, mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands (giving CPR).  As he stretched himself out upon him, the boy’s body grew warm.  Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and stretched out upon him once more.  The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.  Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite,”  And he did,  When she came, he said, “Take your son.”  She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground.  Then she took her son and went out.”
Lets examine what this woman did and said and see how it will speak to our heart and mind.

· This woman was a woman of God.

· She was a woman of ‘means.’  Scripture calls her ‘well-to-do.’
· She was an unselfish woman - willing to share what she had with others.  (share their food and home with this man of God.)
One day as her husband was in the field, his young son came out to be with him.  All of a sudden, he started clutching his head and screaming, ‘my head, my head.’  (comments H.S.)  Immediately his father called one of his servants and told him to take the child back to the house, to his mother.  Now, before someone in here begins ‘male-bashing’ as to why the father didn’t do something himself, as to why he sent the child home to the mother.  I want you to consider for a moment that this man did this because he had great ‘faith’ in his wife!

You say ‘how do I know this?’  Well, consider for a moment the fact that simply on his wife’s request he had built a spare room on his house to provide lodging for this man of God.  Think about it for a moment.  How many men do you know that when a traveling preacher came to town - that each time he came he always came to your house for a meal.  And then, all of a sudden, your wife asks you to build a spare room for him so that he could stay there.  How many men do you know would go along with this?  (comments - H.S.)

But this man trusted and believed in his wife.  So when the child got ill - his natural response was to send the child to the mother.  The servant did as he was told - took the child home.  And the mother started to console the screaming child.  Scripture says that the mom held the child on her lap until 12 noon.  And then the unthinkable happened.  The child died!  Now remember I told you to turn to this text because some of you say that you are in situations that are hopeless.  Some of you say that you are in situations that are impossible to solve.  And that speaking ‘faith-filled words’ will not help your situations.

Now if there was anyone who should have been able to say the same thing it should have been this woman.  Her child is dead!  All hope should have been gone.  She should have stood there ranting and raving and perhaps even blaming God.  But watch what happens!  When she realized that the child was dead - she had her servant take him up to the room that belonged to Elisha and had the servant lay the child on Elisha’s bed.  Then she goes down stairs and sends for her husband.

Then she does something extremely unusual - she does not even tell her husband what has happened.  (comments - H.S.)  She simply asks him for a servant and a donkey so that she could go see the man of God.  He asks why since it was not the New Moon or the Sabbath.  Watch what she says to him - (NIV)  “It’s all right.”  (KJV)  “It shall be well.”  Now remember their child has just died.  But she refuses to allow death to come out of her mouth.  She doesn’t speak how she feels or what she sees - she speaks words of faith and says ‘it shall be well.’  (comments - H. S.)  So her and the servant set off.  When they get close to where the man of God is - he sees them coming at a distance.  Elisha says to his servant - ‘look, it’s the Shunammite women.  Run to meet her and ask ‘Are you all right, is your husband all right, is the child all right?’  Notice what her answer is.  (NIV)  “Everything is all right.”  (KJV)  “It is well.”  (notice the variation between what she said - KJV- 1st - “it SHALL be well.’  Then when she gets to the man of God, she says ‘all IS well.’  (comments - H.S.)  Each time she is speaking not what IS - but what she BELIEVES!!!  Hallelujah!

This is what each of us needs to do in our impossible situations.  It is not until she gets to one who she knows can do anything about this situations that she even gives an inclination of what is going on inside of her.  Notice vs. 27-28  “When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet.  Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone!  She is in bitter distress, but the Lord has hidden it from me and has not told me why.”  “Did I ask you for a son, my lord, she said, “Didn’t I tell you. ‘Don’t raise my hopes.”  (comments - H.S.)

Even with all of this she still does not speak ‘death’ out of her mouth.  We need to learn what this woman did - that we can trust our God.  And God was faithful to His Word and brought this child back to life and placed him back into the arms of his mother.  We need to know that if God has promised us something in His Word - we can stack our lives and the lives of our children upon His Word.  SPEAK FAITH FILLED WORDS over your life and the life of your children!
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