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PRAYER

Scripture: I Thes. 5:16-18

Throughout the Christian world, today is known as Thanksgiving Sunday. That is because it is the Sunday preceding what we have deemed as "thanksgiving" day. So before we actually get into our message, let me give you a little history concerning Thanksgiving Day.

Any of you know anything about history, know that tradition states that the first "thanksgiving" was celebrated in 1621. The colonist and Indians had endured a particularly hard winter where many of the people were starving and some even died. At the end of this harsh winter, they planted their crops and at harvest time, they all came together to thank God and praise Him for His goodness and mercy.

In 1623 the colonist were again suffering from harsh weather, but this time it from having a drought in the land. The people came together for fasting and praying beseeching God to intervene. In the midst of their praying, God sent the rain. And their service changed to one of thanksgiving and praise.

In 1863, the year President Abraham Lincoln signed the final Emancipation Proclamation and the year that the Civil War finally turned in the Union's favor, President Lincoln appointed a day of thanksgiving and praise to God, and since then each president has issued a Thanksgiving Day proclamation. Each time that a Thanksgiving Day was initiated, it was after the people had gone through difficult times and God had given them the victory. But just like any of the holidays that were originally set up to give God the honor, glory, and the praise for His mercy and grace; the world has pretty much removed God from the picture.

Thanksgiving Day has been primarily been relegated to spending time with our families and friends, which is not only a good thing but if you take out on of the "o" it is a God thing. Not only that Thanksgiving Day has become a day to stuff ourselves with all kinds of food and watching parades and football on television. But my question is, what happens to the giving thanks part of Thanksgiving? Why is it that so many people find it difficult to give thanks or even say thank you? Just think about it for a moment.

We have raised a generation of children who seem to know nothing about being thankful. They walk around with sullen, angry faces. It's like they think if they look joyful or happy that it's not cool. We have raised a generation of children that don't know anything about showing appreciation for what they have rather than complaining about what they don't have. But this is not only our young people but many of our adults as well. (Comments H.S.) Why is it so hard for some people to say the word thanks and mean it? I'm not talking about when people tell you thanks, just to make you shut up (Comments H.S.) But I am talking about saying thanks and meaning it from your heart. I am talking about saying thanks when you have an "attitude of gratitude."

· One of the reasons I believe that people find it hard to be thankful, or to say thanks is because that means that they have to acknowledge that someone has done something for them. (Comments H.S.)

· I believe that saying thanks is hard for some people because if they acknowledge that someone has done something for them, they feel obligated to have to do something in return. (Comments H.S.)

· Another reason that I think that it is hard for some people to say thanks is because it makes them feel as though they are no longer in control. (Comments H.S.)

I did a little research on the word thanks in the Bible, in any giving form, (i.e. thank, thanked, thankful, thanking, etc.) and I learned an amazing thing. I just knew that the word thank was in the Bible from the very beginning. But do you know that the word thank or its derivative "thanksgiving" is not in the Bible until the Book of Leviticus. But in the Book of Genesis and Exodus, the word thanks was never used. Isn't that amazing?

Now the word praise is in the Book of Genesis and Exodus, which is a good thing, but not the word, thanks. The first time that it is used is in Lev. 7:12 when the Lord was instituting a fellowship offering that was to be presented to Him. So what does that tell us about giving thanks? It shows us that being thankful has to begin with being thankful to God first.

Why is it that some people find it so hard to say thanks and why is it that some people find it so hard to LIVE being thankful? Because they have not learned to be thankful to God yet. And they have not learned how to SHOW God their thankfulness. Throughout the Bible from Leviticus on, you hear God giving us instructions concerning being thankful.

Matter of fact, let's look at our Scripture text for today again. "Be joyful always, pray continually; give thanks IN all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus!" Whew! You say, "that's saying a lot. Pastor, that's impossible to do." But there is a key word in that texts that makes it possible. That key word is IN. God doesn't say give thanks for all circumstances. He says give thanks in all circumstances. (Comments H.S.) I previously asked the question, why is it that some people find it so hard to be thankful? I believe that the main reason is:


Because Satan has blinded their minds and have given them a spirit of discontentment whereby they feel as though they have nothing to be thankful for, and no one that they need to say thanks to.

The question can be asked, well, why would Satan do that? And the answer is that he knows the power that is in a thankful spirit. He knows three things that are accomplished through thanksgiving and praise that many people have yet to learn.

Turn to 2 Chonicles 5:13-14 ”The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and THANKS to the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the Lord and sang: He is good; and his love endures forever. Then the temple of the Lord was filled with a cloud, and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the GLORY of the Lord filled the temple of God." 

Notice this Scripture says that they raised their voices as ONE voice. (Comments H.S.) These people sang and they lived with an attitude of gratitude. Satan has blinded people's eyes to see that giving thanks to God from a pure heart, will bring God on the scene. It will bring Him right into our midst. (Comments H.S.)

The second thing that Satan knows about giving thanks that he wants to keep from you is found in 2 Chronicles 20:15, 21-25 "Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's." (Comments H.S.)

(vs. 21-25) "After consulting the people, Jehosphaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise Him for the splendor of his holiness, as they went our at the HEAD of the army, saying: Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever." (Comments H.S. - praisers went AHEAD of the army.)

"As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another. (enemies started fighting against each other.)

"When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped. So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder, and they found among them a great amount of equipment and clothing and also articles of value, more than they could take away. There was so much plunder that it took three days to collect." All these blessings came about because the people started to praise and thank God. And it is just like that sign outside. When the praises go up, the blessings come down! (Comments H.S.)

Satan doesn't want you to know that praise and thanksgiving is a weapon in warfare. The third thing that Satan doesn't want you to know can be found in Proverbs 17:22 "A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones." A cheerful, joy-filled, thankful heart is good medicine for us and a blessing to others. (Comments H.S.)

As a people of God we need to have a thankful, joyful heart. A heart that praises and worships God for everything He has done; everything He is doing right now; and everything that He is going to do for us in the future. We need to be thankful not only on Thanksgiving Day, but every day of the year. God wants us to learn to use the weapons of our warfare. And one of our weapons is a heart full of thanksgiving and praise. Amen!!
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