FULLNESS OF TIME
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PRAYER

Scripture: Gal. 4:1-7

Today is the first Sunday in Advent. A simplistic meaning of the word advent is a celebration of the FIRST time Jesus came into this world in the form of a baby. Since this is the "advent" season, we are going to talk about the birth of Christ and the many events that surrounded His birth.

In our Scripture, God tells us that "in the fullness of time…God sent forth His Son, made of a woman." In order to totally understand what that means, let us go back to the beginning of this text. As our text opens, God is talking about an "heir." We know that an heir is one who is going to inherit something at an appointed time. It could be when their parents or a loved one dies, or it could be when the heir reaches a certain age.

Now our text lets us know that as long as the heir is a child he/she is no different than anyone else, because they have not yet received "use" of their inheritance. He or she is still subject to the guardians and trustees that have been put in charge of him/her UNTIL an appointed time that has been set by his/her father.

God is using this analogy to describe not only the Jewish people of the day, but all people who are born into this world. God is letting us know that from the time that He created Adam and Eve, He has had an inheritance of great value waiting for us. That inheritance could only be received at the time God deemed that we were ready. And that inheritance was tied up with our relationship to the Father.

You say, Pastor, what do you mean by that? To help answer that question, you need to understand the concept of a father-child relationship in this time period. In those days the family was based on a Roman law called "patria potestas," meaning the father's power. The law gave the father absolute authority over his children as long as the father lived. The father could work, enslave, sell, and if he wished, he could pronounce the death penalty over his child. Regardless of the child's adult age, the father held ALL power over personal and property rights.

With these thoughts in mind you can now better understand when I say that the inheritance of great value that God has prepared for each person who has ever been born into this world, depends on our relationship with Him. The people knew this! And because they knew this they were doing everything in their power to be in a GOOD relationship with God. That's what God is talking about in Vs 3 "…when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world."

· The elements of the world means anything that humankind uses to try and justify themselves before an All Holy God!! It means being in bondage to the law, trying to get right with God through:

· Rituals or ceremonies

· Church membership

· Astrology or science

· Philosophy or religion.

God was letting these people know that whatever they tried to do in their own strength would never make them holy enough to approach an All Holy God! All the law could do was to reveal our sinfulness. All the law could do was to frustrate and place in bondage. All the law could do was to point us to the fact that we needed a better way IF we ever were going to be made righteous. And the most wonderful and profound thing about this is what God knew this and had made plans to do something about it. Thank you Jesus!

So what did God do? Scripture tells us that in the FULLNESS of time. What does that mean, in the fullness of time? That means at God's appointed time, at just the right moment, when the stage of life had been set, when all things were ready! At the fullness of time, what? In the fullness of time, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, made of a woman, made under the law! Hallelujah!

Notice it was not an angel or some other creature that God sent, nor was it some great leader from among men. It was God's very Son that He sent. God cared and loved humankind so much that He could send no less than His own Son to deliver us from the terrible condemnation of the law; the bondage of sin and death. Notice that it says God sent His Son "made of a woman," that is "born out of a woman." He came into this world just as all people do, through a woman. But note the most glorious truth: He was sent forth by God. Jesus Christ was His Son, the Son of God. God spoke the Word and the woman conceived miraculously. The Virgin Birth did take place: God's very own Son has been sent into the world as a man to save humankind. Notice what else this verse says, it says that He was made under the law. Why? So that he could redeem them that were under the law. Thank you Jesus!

Why was Jesus born under the law? Because He had to live under the law in order to secure the Perfect Righteousness for humankind. Jesus had to do for us what we couldn't do. He had to obey the law in every single precept for us. You see, Jesus came into the world not only to die for us, but to live as well. When He took on human flesh, and was subject to all the same weaknesses and temptations that we are, He had to live a perfect and a righteous life.

Remember the Scripture in II Cor. 5:21. "God made Him who knew no sin to become sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God." (Comments - H.S.)

1) In order to present us spotless to the Father, He had to live a spotless life for us. He was and is our substitute. Jesus came to redeem us from the law and to redeem us from sin. Why did Jesus do this? Verse 5(b) tell us "that we might receive the adoption of sons." Notice again, that God is using a very common word in this analogy that we should all understand. First He used the word heir. Now He is using the word adoption. You need to know that adoption is and was a very serious matter. Yet it was a common practice to ensure a family would not become extinct by having no male children. When a child was adopted, three legal steps were taken: (please write these down)

2) The adopted son was adopted permanently. He could not be adopted today and disinherited tomorrow. He became a son of the father, forever. He was eternally secure as a son. God uses this same principal when it applies to us (eternal security). But you have got to know that this new relationship is established only when a person comes to God through a believing faith in Jesus Christ. Turn to Gal 3:26 "You are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ." (Comments - H.S.)

3) The adopted son immediately had all the rights of a son physically born into the family. How does that apply to us? Turn to Romans 8:16-17 "The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children then we are heirs, heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ…" (Comments - H.S.)

4) The adopted son completely lost all the rights in his old family. The adopted son was looked upon as a new person, so new that old debts and obligations connected with his former family were cancelled and abolished as if they never existed. (Comments - H.S.) God applies this same principle to us! Turn to II Cor. 5:17 "Therefore, if any man be in Christ Jesus, old things are passed away. Behold all things become new!" (Comments - H.S.)

Aren't you glad that in the fullness of time God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law? So that we might receive the adoption of sons/daughters. And because we have been adopted now we have the right, the privelege to call God, ABBA, FATHER! The word Abba means "papa, daddy" Why because we are now part of the family of God. And we are an heir of all the good things that God has in store for us, not only now but in eternity to come! Thank you Jesus on this first Advent Sunday, for coming into this world to not only die for us but to live for us. Thank you Jesus, for making the way so that we could become YOUR brothers and sisters as well.

We love you Lord! Amen!
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