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PRAYER

Scripture: Matt. 25:1-13

As our Scripture text opens Jesus is again trying to get His followers to understand exactly what the "Kingdom of Heaven" is all about. And again He uses the analogy of a wedding feast. But this time He goes into a little more detail. This time He describes some of the participants in the wedding. Now the wedding scenario sounds a little strange to us. But in those days it was quite common. So let me give you a little background so that you can better understand.

In those days the "reception" was held before the wedding. The wedding festivities, which lasted for a week, were centered in the home where the couple was to live. The bridegroom was allowed to show up at any moment during that week and enter the house and then the wedding ceremony would begin.

But when he chose to come, he always sent a man ahead of him who would cry out, "Behold, the bridegroom comes." This enabled everyone to prepare for his arrival. The bride had ten young ladies (virgins) who were always to be prepared to rush out and meet the bridegroom. In the event that he came at night, they were to have lamps ready so they could go out and light his path along the streets so that he could see his way clearly.

In this parable the ten virgins were all there with the bride waiting for the bridegroom to come. And all of them had brought their lamps with them. But because the bridegroom didn't come when they expected they all got tired, their eyelids got heavy, and they all fell asleep. (Comments H. S.) But on this particular day, about mid-night, they all heard a shout out in the street. "Behold, the bridegroom cometh."

Everyone immediately jumps to their feet and probably starts running around in a circle with excitement. Now you have to realize that on other nights while waiting for the bridegroom they had their lamps burning. So on this particular night when the shout comes, they get up, trim the lamps (which means trimming or cleaning the burned top of the wick) and they realize that all of their oil has burned out. But five of them (the wise ones) had brought additional oil in another vessel. The other five (the unwise ones) had not. So they turn to the five wiser virgins and ask them to give of their oil. (tell rest of the story - Comments H.S.)

1) This parable is about being prepared. Who and what do the characters in this parable represent?

2) Christ is pictured as the bridegroom.

3) The ten virgins are all believers who claim to have faith in God.

4) The lamps are our lives or testimonies.

5) The oil represents the Holy Spirit and God's righteousness.

So what is it that God is trying to teach us in this parable? God is letting us know that there are a whole lot of people who claim that they have a believing faith in God. He says just like in this parable if you looked at the ten virgins you would not be able to tell from outside appearances which ones were wise and which ones foolish. Because from outside appearances they all looked the same.

Since they claim to have faith in God, they all lived relatively good lives. They all quote-unquote were doing good works. So they all "looked" good. But when Jesus returns we will be able to see which ones faith were true and which ones were not. When Jesus returns, we will be able to see just who had given their life to the Lord and who was simply doing "lip service."

You see one of the problems that these people had and one of the problems that we have is that Jesus has promised that He is going to return, but it is taking so long! And because of that many people are "putting off until tomorrow what they should be doing today." (examples - H.S.)

Many people are failing to get right with God because they think, Jesus has not come back yet, so I still have all the time in the world. Some people are living good lives, but they have not made a heart commitment to the Lord. They are like the five foolish virgins, they have no oil in their lamps. (Comments H.S.)

Remember in this parable that Jesus told ALL ten virgins fall asleep. Both the wise and the foolish. What is that symbolic of? That means even those who were wise, those who truly made a heart commitment to the Lord also fell asleep. Why? Because it is just human nature. They got tired from waiting. Just like when we are waiting for someone, just sitting there, we get sleepy.

Maybe a better illustration would be on Sunday morning. As long as we are singing songs, standing up and sitting down, as long as we are reading the Word, standing up and sitting down, as long as its offering time, everyone is awake. But the minute that I start preaching, unless you get involved in the Word, that's when the spirit of sleepiness will hit you. Because at that moment, you are doing nothing except sitting there listening. So what is the point? All the virgins fell asleep because they got tired of sitting there doing nothing while they waited for the bridegroom to arrive. So they lost their preparedness. They were inactive.

The same principal applies to us. While we are waiting for Jesus to return, we too will fall asleep if we are inactive. Falling asleep in this essence means to become complacent, to lose our fervor, to lose our excitement, to lose our expectancy. So we lose our preparedness.

You say okay Pastor, but what else does losing our preparedness mean? Turn to Matt 24:12. "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold." (Comments H.S.) Because there is so much evil going on in this world, some people who go by the Name of Christ will become discouraged. Some will start to think that God doesn't care and if He does care that He has no power to do anything about what is going on in this world. My brothers and sisters in Christ, God does care and He does have the power to do whatever is necessary. But in many instances, God is waiting on us to move.

Before Jesus ascended back to heaven. He transferred His power of attorney to us. Turn to Matt. 28:18-19(a) "…All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, go ye therefore…." (Comments H.S.) We keep asking why doesn't God do anything about what is going on in this world and God says "why don't we?" You say Pastor, what are we suppose to do? First of all lets look at Matt. 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force."

There are various interpretations of this verse, but the one that I believe is that "entering God's kingdom takes courage, unwavering faith, determination, and endurance because of the growing opposition leveled at Jesus' followers." (Comments H.S.)

We are in a spiritual warfare, and we have got to fight the good fight of faith. We can't be slumbering and sleeping, we can't lose our preparedness. You say Pastor, what difference does it make, God is going to triumph in the end and all the bad things that God said would happen in this world are going to happen anyway. So what difference does it make? The difference is you can help slow down the move of the force of evil and snatch some poor soul from hell. We can't have a fatalistic attitude! Because we are going to WIN!

What else do we need to do? Turn to I Peter 1:13 "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." (Comments H.S.)

You have to know in YOUR heart and mind what the Word of God says. You have to be like God says in Rom. 3:4 "Let God be true and every man a liar." People will strive to interpret and re-interpret the Word of God to suit their personal needs and desires. But God is going to hold them responsible at the end.

The will be like the five foolish virgins, they had no oil in their lamps. They were not filled or being led by the Holy Spirit. They claim to be followers of Christ but they had never been born-again. And when Christ returns, He will say to them, "depart from me, I never knew you." But for those of us who have stood firm on the Word of God, those of us who have been true to Christ, those of us who have lamps (our lives) trimmed and burning brightly, God will welcome us into the marriage feast. And He will say, "well done my good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, come on up a little bit higher and I will make you ruler over many."
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