POWER OF PRAYER - 12-10-06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 1:17 “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”

This morning we are going to receive the last sermon in our series on faith.  Now, I know that everyone in here knows that we have not covered EVERYTHING that faith involves.   This series has not been about WHAT faith IS or even HOW to have faith.  This series has been about what we are to have faith in.  No, I don’t mean by that that we are to have faith in God - which we know that that statement is a ‘no-brainer.’  But we have been talking about in our service TO God, the things in relationship to God that we are to have faith in.  We are to have faith in the power of the Blood of Jesus, faith in the power of forgiveness, 

faith in the power that God placed within us at our conversion, faith in the power of words (what we speak out of our mouth), faith in the power of praise, faith in the power of giving and last week we looked at having faith in the power of the Name of Jesus!

This morning our final point will be “faith in the power of prayer.”  All of us at one time or another have heard that old clishe - “prayer is the key to the kingdom and faith unlocks the door.”  There is something that I need to show you about faith that I have not shown you before.  Turn to Gal. 5:6  “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”  Now this is a very powerful statement.

God is saying that the only thing that is important in our faith walk is “faith expressing itself through love.”  The KJV says “faith worketh by love.”  (comments - H.S.) Remember when certain people asked Jesus what was the greatest commandment?  And He replied “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength…and the second is this, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”  God says on these two commandments - hinge all of the rest of the commands of God.  Therefore, if you say you walk in faith or you WANT to walk in faith - then you must walk in love!!!  And one of the greatest ways that we can walk in love, we can walk in faith is through spending time with God in prayer, realizing the power of prayer.  Now there may be someone here who is thinking - ‘but Pastor, I don’t know how to pray.’  And while I understand what you are saying - I must tell you that that is not true.  That is a lie from the devil because he doesn’t want you to pray and he doesn’t want you to witness the great power that is in prayer.

Turn to James 5:13-18  “Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the Name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for there and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this”  Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.”
Notice what God teaches us in these short verses:

· is there any one of you in trouble?  Now the word ‘trouble’ hears means any kind of trial and temptation that you may be going through.  And all of us in here this morning must admit that we have gone through trials in the past, and may currently be in one.  There is a saying that says “everyone one is a one particular phase in life when it comes to problems.  You have either just come out of a trial, you are currently in the midst of a trial, or you are going to be entering into a trial in the near future.  And the answer to all three is to pray!!  (comments - H.S.)

· is any one happy or being blessed?  This is talking about a person that has triumphantly come through a trial.  God says we are to sing songs of praise and worship and thank our God.   So many people when they are going through trials are constantly in God’s face - begging for help, deliverance, healing, etc.  But as soon as God answers their prayer and delivers them - they forget who it was that brought them through in the first place.  (comments - H.S.)  Now this does not mean that we don’t praise Him as we are going THROUGH because we know that praise in the midst of a trial is essential for our deliverance!
· is any one sick?  Call for the elders in the church or call some prayer warriors to assist you in prayer.
· Notice they are to anoint the sick person in oil and pray in faith in the NAME of Jesus.  You say ‘why are the sick to be anointed with oil?’  Do you remember in this series when God showed us that often when we believe for something in faith, we need a point of contact?  Remember the woman with the issue of blood.  Well, anointing with oil is also a ‘point of contact’ something tangible that we can hold on to.  Oil in Scripture is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, a symbol of His presence.  Remember the 23rd Psalms - ‘He anointed my head with oil, my cup runneth over.’  This is symbolic of the person realizing how the power of God is flowing over him - reaching into every crevice of his being.  (comments - H.S.)  When we anoint a sick person with oil it enables the person to focus and concentrate on the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit being there to provide their every need!!!
· whatever your need is - examine yourself for unconfessed sin.  Scripture says if we have sinned, we are to confess our sins/faults to one another and pray for one another.  This does not mean that we are to go around telling everyone all of our sins with all of their intimacies and ugliness.  This passage is talking about certain types of sins and to certain times when we are to confess our sins.  We should confess our sin…
a.  when the sin has been a wrong or injustice against someone else.

b.  when we have misled or lied to someone.

c.  when we have offended someone or caused someone to stumble and sin.

d.  when restitution should be made.

· Notice why we should confess our faults to one another:  so that we can pray for one another.  Prayer is of critical importance because God says “the prayer of a righteous man/woman is powerful and effective.”  Hallelujah!

God has shown us in this text that prayer - a real prayer of faith will heal a believer.  And He has shown us that prayer will not only heal someone who is physically sick - but someone who is ‘sin-sick’ as well.  Thank you Jesus!  Then God gives us a perfect example of the power of prayer.  He tells us about Elijah.  He says that Elijah was a man just like us, a human being who had passions and feelings just like we have and who faced the same temptations and trials that we do.  Yet Elijah earnestly prayed for it not to rain, and it did not rain for three years and six months.  Then he prayed again for it to rain, and it rained and the earth bore its fruit.

I remember the story of Hezekiah in II Kings - he became sick unto death.  And God sent the prophet Isaiah and told him ‘get your house in order because you are going to die.’  Scripture says that Hezekiah ‘turned his face to the wall - and prayed.’  And God heard his prayer and healed him and gave him fifteen more years of life.  The point is this: prayer—is effective; it works.  God hears and answers prayer!

Lets look at what else this text tells us in the Book of James.

· If a believer has turned away from the Lord and gone back into the world.  Pray for him/her and actively seek after them.  That means to lead him/her to repentance.  What a different place the church and world would be if we loved one another so much that we actually did this.  We desperately need a ministry of reclamation and restoration within this church!  (comments - H.S.)  Note:  if we turn a believer around from his sin, we save his soul from death and cover a multitude of sin.  Once a believer’s soul (mind) has been saved, and he/she is restored back to Christ, a multitude of sins becomes covered and forgiven by the Blood of Christ.

We can do ALL of these things and more through the power of prayer.  We can do these things through having faith IN the POWER of prayer.  We can accomplish much and receive abundantly when we know the promises of God regarding prayer.  Because remember what God says in Matthew 21:22 “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, BELIEVING, YE SHALL RECEIVE.”  Amen!
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