WHO IS THIS MAN CALLED JESUS

PRAYER

Scripture:  Isaiah 7:14 & 9:6-7

Christmas Day is fast approaching.  Everywhere we look we can see the hustle and bustle as people prepare for this great day.  The question can be asked ‘why is Christmas so special?  Why is it that homes are being decorated, lawn are being cluttered with inflatable snowmen or with Santa and his reindeer?”  Some people are even placing manger scenes on their lawn depicting Mary and Joseph and, of course, the little baby Jesus!  Shopping malls are packed as people scramble to get all of their shopping done.  And, then that faithful day will arrive and families will join together to celebrate and exchange gifts.   For many people that is what Christmas is all about.  For many people, Christmas is all about the gift and not the giver.  But for those of us who go by the Name of Christ, it is much more than that!  Even though many Christians have bought into the commercialization of Christmas, somewhere in the recesses of our minds, we do know what the true meaning of Christmas is all about.  We know that it is all about Jesus!  But the question can still be asked, ‘why is Christmas so special, why do we still celebrate the birth of someone who walked this earth over 2,000 years ago?”  I am sure that some astute person is thinking in his/her mind that it is because Jesus is God in the flesh and that we celebrate his birth because this was God’s divine way of sending His Son into the world to die for our sin!
Now that is a marvelous answer and I agree with you 100%.   But what I believe the Lord is leading me to do this morning is to give you some additional insight into this Man called Jesus.  And prayerfully that will help us to understand the great lengths that we go through to celebrate His birth today.  To get a deeper understanding of who this Man called Jesus is we will travel back in time to the prophet Isaiah.  We will examine what God revealed to him about our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ hundreds and hundreds of years before Jesus was even born.  Look at our text again in Isaiah 7:14  “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  Let’s stop right there.  For those of you who may not know, the name ‘Immanuel’ means ‘God with us.’  So God is prophesying here that a virgin is going to conceive and have a Son and this Son would be God in the flesh, He would be ‘God with us.’  Now all of us know that the only virgin who ever bore a child was Mary and the child that she bore was Jesus the Christ.  Therefore, Jesus is the One whom Isaiah the Prophet was speaking of this verse, Jesus is the One who is ‘God in the flesh.”  Now tie this verse with Isaiah 9:6(a)  “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given…”  This is referring to the same son that is referred to in the seventh chapter.  But notice Isaiah gives us some additional insight into who this person is and the type of character this person would have.  Let’s see if this text also supports what we know about Jesus.  Notice it says in 6(b)  “…and his name shall be called Wonderful…”  Do you think that that is an apt description of Jesus.  That one of his names would be wonderful.  I don’t know about you but I can tell you for myself, Jesus has been wonderful TO me and He has been wonder FOR me.  What do I mean?  Jesus has been wonderful to me because He has provided all of my needs according to His riches in glory.  Think about that old song that we used to sing, ‘telephone disconnect, waiting for my neck pay check, baby needs a pair of shoes, look I got a light bill due, tell ya what I’m going to do.  Jesus will see me through!”  Hallelujah!  (comments – H.S.)  He has not only provided my needs but He has given me and is till giving me my hearts desires.  Thank you Lord!  He has made a way for me when I didn’t think there was any way.  He has been my constant companion when I have been lonely and afraid.  He has healed me when I was sick, fed me when I was hungry, given me water when I was thirsty, and clothed me when I came naked from my mother’s womb.  Jesus has truly been wonderful TO me but remember I also said that He has been wonderful FOR me.  You may think, ‘what’s the difference?’  The difference is Jesus simply showering more grace on my life.  How?  His has been wonderful FOR me, because He has changed my life from the inside out.  Do you remember when you where a child and your parent would give you some medicine or tell you to get you veggies because they were good FOR you.  Well Jesus is good FOR you as well and you have to take Him in internally to have the full effect in your life!  (comments – H.S.)  Jesus’ name is called wonderful because He is a wonderful God.  That’s why Christmas remains so special to those of us who go by the Name of Christ.
Not only is His Name Wonderful because He IS wonderful, but His Name is wonderful because He is full of wonder.  You say ‘How is that, Pastor?”  Well, let me call up a few witnesses for you and see if you can understand better when I say Jesus if full of wonder.  Let’s call Blind Bartimaeus and see what he has to say.  “I was sitting by the roadside begging when I heard that Jesus was passing by.  I called out to Him, Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on me.  And you know what, He heard my cry.  He heard me!!!  And he came over and asked me what He could do for me!!!  Can you imagine that!  I told him and He said “Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.”  And immediately I received my sight!”  Hallelujah!  He truly is full of wonder!
Who else can we call as a witness?  Let’s call the man that was lame for 38 years.  I can just hear him saying, “everyday I laid beside the pool of Bethesda.  Legend had it that an angel would come and stir the water.  And if you could get into the pool when the water was stirring, you could be healed.  One day as I laid there, Jesus came by.  He asked me a question that appears to be mind-boggling to me today.  He asked me if I wanted to be healed.  Can you imagine that?  I told Him that I had no one to help me into the water and when I would try to make my way into the pool, someone would step over me and get in before I could.  Then Jesus said the strangest thing, He told me to get up, pick up my bedroll and walk.  Immediately I felt power surging through my muscles, straightening out my legs.  I rose to my feet and walked, for the first time in 38 years I walked.  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!  For the first time in 38 years, I walked.”  Do you see why I say that Jesus is not only wonderful but He is full of wonder.
Someone may be thinking, well that happen a long time ago.  How is Jesus still full of wonder today.  Well, let’s ask our own Ruth, who has had three amorism in her brain and has now gone through four surgeries and she is still walking around today, sound and in her right mind!  I would dare to say that she knows that Jesus is still full of wonder today.  Let’s ask Tom, who had two thieves standing on both sides of his car.  One had a sawed off shot-gun.  Do you see the wonder of God as He ducked, pressed on the gas and spun away, while God put the thieves in a state of confusion.  Instead of running after him, they fled in the other direction.  Let’s talk to Hurlie and Rosalind when their bodies are so racked with pain that lifting a finger sends pain radiating through their entire body.  Look at how many miracles God has performed in their lives and brought each of them back to us.  I would dare to say that our Jesus is still not only wonderful, but He is full of wonder.  Thank you Jesus!!! 
Back to our text in Isaiah.  Not only does Scripture tell us that His Name is Wonderful, but also that His Name is Counselor.  I have people who will call me for counseling or perhaps they will go to a marriage counselor or a Psychologist.  And with our limited understanding, we try to be of assistance.  But the most important counselor that you need to go to, the most effective counselor who has ever lived is a Man called Jesus.  He will give you advice that will never fail and He will give you wisdom that can never be equaled by any man or woman.  You can call Him up at any time of day or night and He never takes a day off!  Jesus will not just give you answer that will placate you or answers that will simply satisfy you.  But when Jesus counsels you, He will get to the root of your problem.  When I think about Jesus going straight to the root of our problems, I think of the woman who was caught in the act of adultery.  When all of the religious leaders wanted to stone her to death, Jesus told them ‘He who is without sin, cast the first stone.’  Then He told the woman, ‘go and sin no more.’  He zeroed right in on the people’s problem and the woman problems.  He was letting the religious people know, ‘your problem is not that you can’t identify with this woman, your problem is that you think you are better than she is.’  Then He says to the woman (in effect), your problem is not just a loneliness problem, your problem is not just the fact that you are messing with another woman’s husband, your problem is a sin problem!’  Yes, when Jesus counsels you, He goes straight for the truth.  How many marriages have been saved become one or both of the people involved took their marriage problems to the Lord.  And then listened or did what God told them to do.  How many wayward children have been bought back onto the straight and the narrow because the parent took the issue to Jesus in prayer and Jesus counseled them.  He will counsel you in your finances, He will counsel you concerning your job issues, He will counsel you in reference to your health and well-being.  Jesus is the counselor of all counselors, that’s who this man called Jesus is!!!
Then the next thing our text says is that this child who was to be born, this child whom we have identified as Jesus the Christ; shall be called The Mighty God, the everlasting Father.  I put these two together because in my way of thinking they ‘overlap.’  This child who was to be born would be called ‘the Mighty God.’  Now we already know that His Name was called Immanuel, which means God with us.  But this title ‘the mighty God’ is a little different.  Because God wanted us to know that this God that would be wrapped up in human flesh and sent into this world as a babe, would one day grow up with ‘all power in His hand.’  This is the same God who created the worlds, this is the same God who spoke the Word and the universe came into being.  The God that we serve is not some weak, puny God, but He is THE MIGHTY GOD!!!  You need to know that because one of His Names is the Mighty God, that there is nothing that can or will come up in your life that is too hard for God to handle!  Thank you Jesus!!!  But notice what else this texts says, it says that this Son who was to be born would be called the Everlasting Father.  Now how can this be?  How can the Son also be the Father.  Remember in John 14, when Jesus told the disciples that He was going to be leaving them and Thomas asked Him where He was going and how where they to know the way.  Jesus responded, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  If ye had know me, ye should have known my Father also, and from henceforth ye know him and have seen him.”  When Jesus said this He is letting then know that He is so closely identified with the Father, that when you see Him you see the Father as well.  Matter of fact Jesus even said “…the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself, but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
The last name in this text that perfectly describes our Jesus is The Prince of Peace.  Everywhere you turn you hear people talking about peace.  Whether it is peace in our homes, peace in our neighborhood, peace in our cities or peace in our country.  People talk about peace in the Middle East, we just sent 30,000 more troops to Afghanistan to fight for peace over there.  We are even told in Scripture to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  But you need to know that there will never be peace in this world until the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Until then, God is offering us His peace.  The peace of God that surpasses all understanding.  The peace that we need to have manifested in our lives in the midst of the storm.  God is offering us the peace of God and the peace with God.  How do we receive this peace of God through entering into a relationship with the Prince of peace.  Thank you Lord!!!
Why do we celebrate Christmas?  Who is this Man called Jesus?  He Name is Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of People.  He is the reason for Christmas, but He is also One who gives our lives reason and purpose.
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