KINGDOM PRINCIPLES – FORGIVENESS

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 1:144-15

In this third Sunday of Advent, as we prepare for the first coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, we are again going to look at the “kingdom of God” that Jesus and John the Baptist preached about.  We are going to look at the kingdom principles that we are to be living as ‘kingdom kids.’  Last week we look at the first kingdom principles that we are to live by and that principle is to love.  The national anthem of this kingdom that we now live in is “They’ll Know We are Christians By our Love.”  We talked about love – real love – last week.  If you want to know what love is all about get last weeks CD.  This morning the kingdom principles that we are going to look at, is the ‘law of forgiveness.’  Oh, I can hear someone groaning right now and saying ‘oh brother, here we go again.  I’ve heard all of this before!”  Well, praise God, if you have.  But you’re going to hear it again and perhaps the message will sink it this time.
In the kingdom of God that Jesus was preaching about, forgiveness is an extremely important aspect.  Because if it was not for forgiveness you could not be in the kingdom of God in the first place!  You see in the kingdom of God you have to be birthed into the kingdom in order to be a member.  You cannot be in the kingdom because your mom/dad is a part of the kingdom.  You cannot be a part of the kingdom because you learned the language and know how to speak holy and piously.  You cannot be a part of the kingdom because you worked hard and earned the right to belong.  You can only be birthed into the kingdom when you have repented of your sin, asked God to FORGIVE you and accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  So you see if God had not FORGIVEN you – you could never have been born-again or birthed into the kingdom of God.
After you have been saved and you are now a child of God you have got to know that you have to live a life of forgiveness as well.  After you have been birthed into the kingdom of God, forgiveness (just like love) is not an option.  Forgiveness is a lifestyle!  Remember the Scripture in Rom. 8:37  “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”  Remember when Jesus said in John 14:27  “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:  not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  One of the reasons that after you have been birthed into the kingdom, you are not experiencing all the rights and the privileges that belong to you as kingdom kids, one of the reasons that your blessings have been blocked, one of the reasons that you are not living the life of a conqueror, one of the reasons that you don’t have this peace that Jesus spoke about is because you have believed Satan’s lie that forgiveness is an option!!!
Some people believe that forgiveness is not only an option for them but they also believe that forgiveness is an option for God.  You ask, ‘what do you mean , Pastor?’  What I mean is that you believe that after you have been saved, after you have been initially forgiven for your past sins, that now God only opts to forgive you for certain things.   That now that you are saved that there are some things so bad that you have done that God can never forgive!  And that is a lie from the pit of hell!  Satan wants you to believe that so that he can keep you bound up in chains of inferiority, bound up in chains of despair and depression and bound up in chains of not being worthy!!!  Yours and my forgiveness are contingent on three things:
· confessing our sin.  I John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (If righteousness is right-standing with God, then unrighteousness is anything that would hinder our standing with God.  So when we confess our sin God cleanses us from everything that would hinder our relationship with Him.  Wow!!!)

· our Advocate, Jesus Christ.  I John 2:1-2  “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.  And if any person sin, we have an advocate (one who will intercede for us) with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:  And he is the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sin of the whole world.”    If we sin after we have been saved we are to go to the Father in the Name of the Son, confess our sin and then believe that Jesus is also at that very moment interceding on our behalf, acting as our lawyer our defense attorney.  And since Jesus is interceding and praying on our behalf as well, we know our sin will be forgiven.  The foundation of Jesus case on our behalf is that He paid the price for the sins that we have committed, past, present and future.  Realizing all of  this we can then accept our forgiveness with a joyful and contrite heart.  (comments – H.S.)
· forgiving others.  Matt. 6:14-15  “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; BUT if ye forgive men not their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  After we have been saved, we are part of the kingdom of God.  God tells us in His kingdom there are certain principles that we have to live by.  And the principle of forgiveness is paramount.  God shows us exactly how important it is in these Scriptures!
God says that if we don’t forgive others then He WILL NOT forgive us!  Some people are thinking, ‘foul, foul, that’s not fair!  You don’t know what this person has done to me, you don’t know how they have hurt me.  You don’t know how they have maligned my name. You don’t know how much I have done for them and they continue to hurt me over and over again!”  God says that if you will not forgive them, He will not forgive you!  (comments – H.S.)

You say, ‘okay, Pastor, I get it but how often do I have to forgive them before enough is enough?’  Turn to Luke 17:3-4  “Take heed to yourselves; If they brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.  And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.”
Turn to Matt. 18:21-22  “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  Till seven times?  Jesus saith unto him, ‘I say not unto thee, Until seven times:  but, Until seventy times seven.”
Now if you look at these two separate texts it appears that Jesus is contradicting Himself.  In Luke He says to forgive seven times but in Matthew He says that we are to forgive seventy times seven which is 490 times.  (Ask question)  If Jesus is not contradicting Himself, then what is the difference in these two texts?  The difference is in Luke Jesus says ‘if a brother repents, forgive seven times in ONE day.  But in Matthew He says nothing about if the other person repents or not and He does not put forgiveness into a time frame.  He uses the number seventy times seven to show that forgiveness must go on forever.  (Ask question)  What is the similarity in both of these texts?  The similarity is that true forgiveness can not or should not be counted – it is to be a lifestyle!    Remember the Scripture if I Cor. 13 that says ‘love keeps no record of wrongs.”  This is what Jesus is teaching in both texts – that forgiveness is to be unconditional!
Let me give you an example of unconditional forgiveness.  Turn to Acts 7:59-60  “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, “ Lord Jesus receive my spirit.”  And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”  And when he said this, he fell asleep (died).  With his last breath this young man prayed for his attackers, he prayed for his murders.  He pray and ask God not to put this sin on their record.  Or in other words with his last breathe he prayed and asked God to forgive those who were savagely taking his life.  Unconditional forgiveness!  Does this remind you of anyone else?  Does it remind you of Jesus when He hung on the cross and said “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  God tells us in Colossians 3:13  “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”  With Stephen and with our Lord Jesus, these were not simply words on a page, they were a lifestyle.
If you want to be a part of the Kingdom of God, then you have to follow kingdom principles and the principle for today is FORGIVENESS!  To forgive as Jesus forgave us.  To forgive not out of compulsion, but to forgive out of a heart of love for God.  You say, “Pastor, how can I learn to forgive like that?”
· You learn to forgive like that first of all by having a heart full of praise and gratitude for all that God has done for you. 
· You learn to forgive like that when you begin to realize the magnitude of love and forgiveness that God has for you.

· You learn to forgive like that when pleasing God becomes more important to you than pleasing yourself.

· You learn to forgive like that when you realizing that the only way you can build a healthy relationship with God and with others, is to have a forgiving spirit.  Because all of us need forgiveness at one time or another.
· You learn to forgive like that because you want your blessings to flow.

· You learn to forgive like that when you want to be God’s light in the midst of a dark and sinful world!

Forgiveness is not an option it is a lifestyle.  A lifestyle mandated by God if you want to live according to His Kingdom Principles!!!
PRAYER

INVITATIONAL HYMN
If you have repented and confessed your sin, if you have embraced Jesus as your Advocate then forgiveness belongs to you!  It is yours for the asking!  But my brothers and sisters in Christ, there is something that can block your forgiveness.
