THE END HAS COME

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 24:15, 29-31

‘You better watch out, you better not cry, you better not doubt – I’m telling you why.  Santa Claus is coming to town.  He knows if you are sleeping, he knows if you’re awake, he knows if you’ve been bad or good, so be good for goodness sake!  Santa Claus is coming to town.’  When did this song become the one that is synonymous with Christmas.  When did Christmas change from being the celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus the Christ to the celebration of a man with a white beard in a red suit with a stomach that shook like a ‘bowl full of jelly.’  When did celebration of Christmas day relegate Jesus to the back seat – while ‘Santa’ gets all the glory and the praise!  Instead of us teaching our children that they better be good because Santa is coming – we should be teaching them that they should be good because Jesus is coming to town!!!
For those of you who may be here for the first time – that is what we at Beechfield Church has been centering on this whole month.  We have been centering on the 2nd coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  That is what we are waited for with great anticipation and with ‘baited breath.’  Last week God showed you in Matt. 24:4-14 that signs of His second coming.  And we came to the drastic conclusion that each one of these signs are currently being manifested in this world today.  If you want to hear about that in more detail – get last weeks tape.
I also told you last week that believers in Christ were still going to be on earth as these things took place.  I told you that in our text the rapture had not yet occurred.  Then I gave you a little homework assignment – because I told you that the rapture occurs between verse 14 & 15.  And I asked you to figure out why I said that.  Well, the answer is that in verse 14 it speaks of the gospel being preached throughout the world and then in verse 15 it speaks of the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet.  
For those of you who have studied Scripture for any length of time, you know that the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place is speaking of the Anti-Christ.  And we know that the Anti-Christ is not going to come on the scene until after the rapture!!!  Therefore the rapture had to occur before verse 15.
Now what I am going to try and do is describe unto you briefly what is going to take place immediately proceeding our Savior Jesus coming back to set up His kingdom.  Turn to Daniel 9:27  “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week:  and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
Turn to Daniel 12:11  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.
Turn to Rev. 13:1-2  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  And the beast which I saw as like a leopard, and his feet wee as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion, and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”
Now let’s identify the time frames and players = the ‘week’ spoken of in Daniel is seven years.  The thousand two hundred and ninety days is just a little more than 3 ½ years.  The beast spoken of in Revelation is the Anti-Christ.  And the dragon is Satan himself!
Immediately following the rapture – millions of people will suddenly disappear.  The world will be in utter chaos as those who were believers in Christ that was manning trains, airplanes, ships, cars, space shuttles and so forth will suddenly have left this earth.  There will be accidents and devastation everywhere!  The world for the most part will not understand what has happened.  But those who were just attending church because of tradition, etc., will, prayerfully, remember the teachings that they had heard concerning the rapture.  They will know that our Lord had completed the first half of His second coming and they had been LEFT BEHIND!
There will be an increase in world violence, looting and any other carnage that you can think of.  The people and nations will be clamoring for a leader who can offer them hope and help.  The time will be ripe for the rise of the Anti-Christ.  Scripture describes him as a beast that rises out of the sea.  This is explained in Rev. 17:15 where the waters are said to be “peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.  The antichrist arises from among the people.  Scripture gives us a very vivid description of him:
· Scripture says that the beast has seven heads.  We know that the number seven in Scripture means complete and full.  So this is saying that the Anti-Christ will have unusual intelligence.  He will be a supernatural genius, he will be able to think, plan, act, respond and react to situations quicker and more efficiently than any human being has ever been able  to do.
· Upon his heads were ten horns.  These ten horns refer to ten nations that he will rule over.  The horns represent power; horns are used to pierce, rip, and tear in the most fierce and vicious way.  The picture is that of a confederation of ten nations that will be frightening and strike terror in the hearts of the world.
· He will have ten crowns upon his ten horns.  Crowns, of course, mean authority and power.  This shows that he will be the ‘one’ world leader.  The one who rules the world.  Remember in verse 2 that it says that the ‘dragon (Satan) gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.’  He will be the spawn of the devil!
· The antichrist will have ten blasphemous names on his seven heads.  This means that his blasphemy against God and against the people of the world will be total and complete.  (Stage already being set to openly blaspheme God – current movie talking about killing God.)
With that thought in mind – let’s see just how cunning the devil can be.  Remember back to 

Daniel 9:27 ‘And he shall confirm he covenant with many for one week.’   The Anti-Christ is going to establish a world-wide peace treaty.  And most importantly he will bring about peace in the middle east.  He is going to establish a one week or seven year peace treaty with them.  He will be instrumental in having the temple rebuilt in Jerusalem.  The Jewish people will once again set up their sacrificial system, with lambs, bulls, goats, etc.  They will be able to observe their Sabbath in peace.  Everyone will be rejoicing and praising the Anti-Christ because he will have done something that no President has been able to do – to bring peace to the Middle East.
But remember what I Thess 5:3 “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”  (comments  H.S.)  In the seven year treaty that the Anti-Christ makes – there will be peace for 3 ½ years.  Remember back to Daniel 12:11  “And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away…”  That shows you that all of a sudden the Anti-Christ will do a 360 degree turn.  After 3 ½ years – when the people will think that he is the best thing since sliced bread – all of a sudden he will take back all of the privileges that he had given to the Jewish people.  He will stop then from going to the temple and offering their daily sacrifices.
Then notice what this verse says again “And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolation set up…”  Between the taking away of the daily sacrifice and abomination of desolation is the 3 ½ years.  But notice what happens at the end of the 3 ½ years – the abomination of desolation occurs.  What is that?  It is the same abomination of desolation that Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24.  It says “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation…stand in the most holy place…”
Now turn back to Rev. 13:4-6  “And they worshipped the dragon (Satan) which gave power unto the beast (Anti-Christ): and they worshipped the beast, (they worshipped both of them) saying, who is like unto the beast?  Who is able to make war with him?  (comments – H. S.)  “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.  And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.”
Remember that when God describes the Anti-Christ in verse one  that on his head was blasphemies – blasphemies against Almighty God.  This is what Daniel and Jesus was speaking about.  This is when the anti-Christ went into the most holy place – inside of the temple of God – into the holy of Holies and sat down on the mercy seat – proclaiming himself to be god.  And commanding that the world worship him and none other!!
This is when all hell breaks loose against any one who would not worship the Anti-Christ as god.   Look at Rev. 13:7-8  “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them:  and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.  And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  (comments – H.S.)

Look at vs. 15-18 “And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  Here is wisdom.  Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast:  for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”  (comments – H.S. )  (current practice of implanting a device under the skin of animals to locate, and is now being discussed to be used on humankind.  All of this is leading up to the i.d. of the Anti-Christ – 666)
This is the beginning of the great tribulation.  It is a time when the worst holocaust that the world has ever known will come to past.  So let’s take a look at what happens to the Saints who refuse to bow down to the beast or accept his mark.  Turn to Rev. 15:1-3  “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.  And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire:  and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.  And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.  Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?  for thou only art holy:  for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.
As I already told you, the beast, the antichrist has launched the worst holocaust the world has ever seen.  Literally millions of believers will be slaughtered during his rule upon earth.  True believers in the end time will not follow the antichrist.  They will refuse to worship the state and its leader.  Therefore, the leader and his government will prosecute and kill the believers as revolutionaries against the government.  Remember, the holocaust will not cover just a local nation or even several nations as all genocides have in the past.  The holocaust of the end time will be world-wide.  There will be millions more than ever before slaughtered in the most cruel and savage ways imaginable.  They will be slaughtered because they are falsely accused of being enemies of the state.  The result will be that God can take it no more.  He is going to step in and stop the foolishness and evil of men.
The believers who were killed will be on the sea of glass that stretches out before the throne of God itself.  Notice that the glass is mingled with fire.  This symbolizes the fire of persecution that the saints of God went through.  The fire also symbolizes the fire of judgment that is about fall upon the ungodly and the evil of the earth.  These martyred believers will possess harps.  These harps are symbols of being soothed and given rest and comfort from God Himself.  These harps symbolizes that God will soothe the hurt and pain that they have gone through and they will use them to praise and worship God.
Notice how the song that is sung is described – it is called the song Moses and the song of the Lamb.  Notice the saints of the Old Testament and the saints of the New Testament all sing the same song…”great and marvelous are thy works. Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy was, thou King of Saints.  Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify they name?  for thou only art holy:  for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are manifest.”  (comments – H.S.)
The persons who stand up for Jesus Christ against the temptations and trials of this life are the persons who will be in heaven.  But to be in heaven we must stand up for Christ.  We must never accept the marks of this world or be identified among the number of number of unbelievers.  We must be diligent and bear only the marks of Christ.  Come back next week to hear how of this will finally end and the Lord will triumph and establish His Kingdom.
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