SAVIOR OF THE WORLD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 1:18-24 & John 3:17
One of the most beautiful stories that has ever been told is that which is called the Christmas story.  Those of you who have been in the faith for any length of time have heard this story over and over again.  You have heard how a young girl by the name of Mary, who was probably between the age of a 14 to 16 years old, was visited by the angel Gabriel and was told that she was going to have a baby.  You know how perplexed she was when she asked him, “how can this be seeing I am still a virgin, seeing that I have never been sexually involved with a man.”  You know how the angel told her that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and place the seed of God’s Word inside of her and she would become pregnant.  (Just as a little side note, this should show you without a shadow of a doubt that words have creative power.)  We have looked at this story from her side of how troubled she was to tell Joseph of her pregnancy, thinking he might not believer her.  We’ve looked at how she may have to suffer ridicule from her family and friends because they would not believe her and would think negatively about her.
We have also looked at the Christmas story from Joseph’s side.  We have seen how when Mary’s fiancé Joseph heard of her pregnancy, he thought that she had been unfaithful to him and was going to break off their engagement.  But God appeared to him in a dream and told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife because the child she was carrying was conceived through the Holy Spirit.
We have looked at the Christmas story from the shepherd’s side.  We have seen how they were in the fields keeping watch over their sheep by night.  And the heavens were filled with angels singing and praising God, saying “glory to God in the highest, peace on earth good will to all men.”  We have gloried in the fact that the first ones that God sent the message of the birth of His son were lowly shepherds; People that were not considered to be the elite of society.
We have looked at all of these factors during the years and we will look at them again at some time or another.  But this morning our focus is not going to be on Mary, Joseph, or the shepherds.  Our focus will be on the statement that the angel made to Joseph.   Look at vs. 21 in Matthew again.  “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shall call his name JESUS:  for he shall save his people from their sins.”  I want you to notice that this verse does not say that Jesus came into this world so that families could spend quality time with each other.  It does not same that Jesus was born so that gifts could be bought and exchanged between people.  It does not same that Jesus was born so that the stores could make up for their cash flow at this time of year.  Nor does it say that Jesus was born to let the ‘parties begin,’ so people could flow from one office party to another and from one club to another, drinking themselves into a stupor.  No!  It says that Jesus was born to “save his people from their sins.”  Oh, how we forget that!  How we forget the fact that Christmas is all about our salvation!  It was for our sin, yours and mine that brought Jesus into this world.
So on Christmas day as you open your gifts (which is good but not the reason for Christmas); as you eat with your family and stuff yourselves with turkey and all the trimmings (which is also good but not the reason for Christmas) there are four things that God would have you to remember as to what Christmas day is all about.
· Turn to John 3:17  “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
The first thing that God wants you to think about on Christmas day is that because of Jesus’ birth, because of His coming into this world to die for our sin, God has removed all condemnation.  What do I mean?  I mean if you know Jesus in the pardoning of your sin you are no longer under God’s condemnation.  Oh, brothers and sisters in Christ, doesn’t that give you cause to rejoice?  On Christmas morning remember that!  This Scripture says that God didn’t send Jesus into the world to condemn the world.  Why not?  Because the world was already condemned.  The world was already under the judgment of God.  God had already said in His Word that the ‘soul that sinneth shall die and death came upon all men.”  So God didn’t have to send Jesus to condemn the world – He sent Jesus to do away with the reason for the condemnation – sin!!!
Doesn’t that make Christmas so much more special, doesn’t that give you a lightness and freedom in your heart and mind knowing that because of Jesus you don’t have to walk around with all of the weight of your past sins on your shoulder.  Can you imagine what that would be like carrying them all around every day?  Being beat up spiritually every day because you have missed the mark!!   Thank God that He didn’t send Jesus into the world to bring us under more condemnation but He sent Jesus into the world to take all condemnation from us!!!   Hallelujah!
There may be someone who is here who has already given their life to Christ but they still feel condemned because of something they did in their past.  There may be someone here who is allowing Satan to put in their mind that they have just been too terrible for God to remove their condemnation.  Well, with that thought in mind turn to Hebrews 7:27  “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  There are two very important things that God wants you to get from these verses.  First of all for those of you who may think you are too bad for God to remove your condemnation, notice what this verse says.  It says that God is able to save to the uttermost.  Now paraphrasing that to today vernacular – God is able to save to the guttermost.  It doesn’t matter how low you have fallen in life.  It doesn’t matter whether you literally or figuratively were living in the gutter; God is able to save you and to remove all your condemnation.  Rejoice on Christmas morning because of that fact!
The second thing that God wants you to think about on Christmas comes from the same verse.  “…seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  Intercession is prayer.  Which means that because of Jesus being born on Christmas day, because of His coming into this world in human flesh, because of His ability to identify with us and all we go through, He is now in heaven interceding and praying on our behalf.  Aren’t you glad?  If it wasn’t for Christmas morning you would not have a Savior in heaven, praying for you every moment and second of the day.  I think about people who say that they don’t celebrate Christmas anymore, or who say Christmas is just for children.  Oh, how they have missed the true meaning of Christmas and all that they have to be thankful and joyful about!  The only way that statement of Christmas only being for children is true, is when you take into consideration when Jesus said, “Unless you come to me as a little child, you will no way enter in…”  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!  On Christmas morning praise God and thank Him for removing all your condemnation and thank Him for praying for you!!!

What is the third thing that God would have you think about on Christmas day?  Turn to Matt. 8:17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”  What does that speak to your spirit?  What it speaks to mine is that since Jesus came into this world and bore all of our weaknesses, infirmities and sicknesses then that means Jesus has taken care of every area of my life, i.e., spiritually, physically, emotionally, financially and socially.  Jesus has provided for everything that I need.  We all know the Scripture that says, “God shall supply all of your needs according to his riches in glory.”  And to me His riches is glory is our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!  On Christmas day, thank Him not only for your salvation, but thank Him for your healing, no manner what area of life you may need healing in.
The fourth and final point that God would have you to think about on Christmas day can be found in Rev. 7:9-12  “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.  And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen:  Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto God for ever and ever.  Amen.
Wow!  Can you see it?  Do you know what the fourth point is that you need to be thankful for on Christmas day?  The fourth point is that because of Christmas day, because of Jesus coming into this world and dying for our sin, we now have the right to stand before the throne of Almighty God Himself and to stand before the Lamb, our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!!!!  We will actually stand before God Himself, we will actually be given and audience with the King of kings, and Lord of lords!  Notice, we do not stand there with our heads held down because all condemnation has been removed.  We will stand not in filthy rags, which would denote our sinfulness.  But we will stand there in white robes, signifying the righteousness of Christ that has been given to us!  We will stand their with heads held high, with palm branches waving in our hands, praising and worshipping our God.  We will stand there with the angels and with the four and twenty elders and we will all be crying out in unison:    Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto God for ever and ever.  Wow!  What a day that will be and it is all because of Christmas day.  It is all because on that day a child was born and His Name was to be called Jesus.  He came on that day not for gifts, not for family gatherings, not to boast the sell quota in stores, not so that you can go clubbing.  But He came to save His people from their sin!  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!
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