NO ROOM IN THE INN

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 2:1-7

In our mindset Christmas Day had come and gone.  It is unfortunate but true that for some people Christmas is so short lived.  For some the excitement is over become all of the gifts have been unwrapped, clothes and toys have already been strewn across the floors.  We have eaten ourselves into oblivion.  We have laughed and played and some have even ‘tasted of the grape.’  And now it is all over and we prepare to wait for the New Year to come in so that we can start the madness all over again.  With that being said there is something very important that God wants us to learn about Christmas and there is something very important that God would have us to learn from our Scripture text.

In our Scripture text the time is prior to our Lord and Savior’s birth.  Mary is now great with child and she and Joseph receive some very disturbing news.  Caesar had now decreed that his entire kingdom is going to be taxed.  In order to make this process move smoothly, he has ordained that everyone must return to their place of birth so that a proper census could be taken.  At this point in time Mary and Joseph are living in a town called Nazareth.  Now because Joseph had been born in Bethlehem – he has to return there to be counted in the census.  The problem with all of that is that his espoused wife is probably   in her eighth or ninth month of pregnancy.  Those of you who have carried children know how difficult it is to travel in a car for two or three days when you are that far along in your pregnancy.  So imagine how difficult this would be for Mary either riding on a donkey (as shown in some pictures) or at best riding in the back of a wagon!  And, in case you don’t know, Nazareth is approximately 90 to 100 miles away from Bethlehem.  (Talking about an uncomfortable journey!!!)  But they had no choice because the ‘power to be’ at that time had decreed that they must return to their place of birth!  Just as a little side note, I want you to see the hand of God even in Caesar’s decree.  Because Scripture tells us in Micah 5:2  “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”  You say, ‘what does that mean, Pastor?”  It means that God had ordained hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth that He was to be born in Bethlehem.  But Mary and Joseph were living in Nazareth!  And they were not even thinking about travelling at this point in time.  So God used Caesar’s decree to MAKE them leave Nazareth and go to Bethlehem.  Because every prophecy concerning the birth of the Messiah had to be fulfilled!
After their long and tedious journey they finally arrived at their destination.  I am sure that Mary is pretty worn out by now.  And Joseph takes her to what was probably the only Inn in town.  But unfortunately, they were turned away because there was NO ROOM IN THE INN.  Someone, maybe the Innkeeper, felt sorry for them and told them that there was a stable out back.  Relieved for any place to lie down and rest, they took them up on their offer.  As Mary lay down on her bed made of straw, with the animals in the background, her labor pains began.  And she gave birth to the Lord and Savior of the world, in a stable.  She wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in the animals feeding trough, the manger!

When we think of that we say, “How cruel!  How could they turn them away seeing she was so close to giving birth!”  How could they be so heartless and say, “there’s no room in the Inn.”  After all this was Jesus who was to be born!  After all this was the Savior of the world!  After all this was the Son of God in human flesh!  How could they not make room for Him.”  That is a good question and that is the message as well as the question that God has for you this morning!  You say, “What question?”  The question is how can you say or how the world can say that there is NO ROOM for Christ!  The Innkeeper could say that there was NO ROOM IN THE INN out of ignorance.  He didn’t know who Mary and Joseph were, He didn’t know who the Babe was that was about to be born!  But my brothers and sisters in Christ, you cannot claim the same ignorance.  Yet so many people still cry out that there is no room for Jesus in their life.  All of Jesus’ life can be characterized by two words – NO ROOM!  What do I mean?  In the past, there was for Him:
· NO ROOM in the Inn so He was born in a stable.

· NO ROOM in Herod’s Kingdom so he was hunted like a dog.  Remember when Herod learned from the wise men that a babe had been born who was destined to be the King of Israel.  What did Herod do, he was so insecure within himself that in his effort to destroy this child, that he had all of the baby boys who were two years old and younger put to death.  Because of this threat to Jesus’ life, Mary and Joseph had to flee to Egypt.  Why all of this?  Because in Herod’s mind there was NO ROOM for Christ, there was NO ROOM for anyone else to be King but him!
· NO ROOM in the social structure for Him.  Why?  Because He didn’t not follow what society called the norm.  He ate with sinners, he socialized and was comfortable eating and mingling with the dregs of society, i.e., lepers, adulterers, demon possessed, the lame and crippled.  Those who the elite of society wouldn’t dare allow to even cross their path.  So there was NO ROOM for Him in their social circle.

· NO ROOM in some of the religious leaders’ mind that Jesus could be the promised Messiah so He was rejected.  But rejecting Him was not enough, they incited the crowds and Roman officials against Him to put Him to death.  When Pilate tried to set Him free they cried, “crucify Him, crucify Him!”  Why?  Because they felt threatened by Him and His teaching – so that there was NO ROOM in their life for Him!
People still talk about the injustice of this all, they still cry out how unfair it was what they did to Jesus!  But remember I said that the life of Jesus has been characterized by two words – NO ROOM!  I’ve showed you how there was no room in the past, let me show you how these same two words are prevalent today!
Today, there is for Him:

· NO ROOM in some people’s hearts so He cannot save them.  There hearts are so full of greed, so full of avarice, so full of selfishness, that they have no room for God, they have no room for Jesus.  They keep thinking that the things of the world, wealth, glitter, self-satisfaction is what it is all about.  So they continue to reject the things of God and because they have no room for Christ they will be eternally lost!

· NO ROOM in some people’s thoughts for Christ, so He cannot give them wisdom.  Some people claim that they want to be led by God.  Some people claim that they want revelation, wisdom and knowledge of God and His Word.  But because there is no room for Christ in their thought life – He cannot give them the wisdom that they say they crave.  Think about it.  In the course of the day, what fills your mind most?  What do you think about?  Most people only think about God once a problem arises in their life.  Then they want Him to rush in and fix it!  They don’t have the wisdom to handle the issues of life as they arise because there is NO ROOM for Christ in their thought process.

· NO ROOM in some people’s plans, so He cannot guide them.  God wants to be involved in the planning process, not just in the cleaning up process.  So many people make their plans without giving Jesus a second thought and then when things don’t work out, they want Him to come and make everything right.  Why don’t you include Him in the plans that you make first, then He can guide and direct you.  Don’t let it be said of you that you had NO ROOM for Jesus in your plans!  Because if you don’t He cannot guide you!
· NO ROOM in some people’s activities, so He cannot use them!  Some of the things we get involved in hinders God from using us in the way that He chooses.  (comments – H.S.)
· NO ROOM in some people’s time, so He cannot fellowship with them.  We are so busy running hither and yon, that we have no time for Jesus.  How then do you expect Him to be able to talk and fellowship with you.

· NO ROOM in some people’s speech, so He cannot communicate with them.  This is an area that some people seen to have a lot of difficulty with.  There speech!  There speech includes a lot of things from trash to politics, even to religion.  But their daily speech has nothing to do with Jesus.  If you don’t speak Jesus language, how do you expect to communicate with Him.  Remember that Scripture in I Corinthians 12: 1  “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels…”  You have to know someone’s language in order to communicate with them.  And the language of Jesus is love!  Jesus cannot communicate with you when your language is words of hate, malice, envy, division and ridicule.  Is there NO ROOM for Jesus in your speech?  Think about it.
· NO ROOM in some people’s homes, so He cannot live with them. Would Jesus be comfortable in your home?  (comments – H.S.)

· NO ROOM for Jesus in some people’s possessions, so He cannot prosper them.  What do I mean?  Let me ask you a question, do your possessions own you or do you own your possessions.  (What does it mean to prosper you, is it all material things?)

· NO ROOM for Jesus in our schools.  So we see an education system that is on the decline.  We see schools where girls come to class looking like pole dancers and we see boys coming to school dressed in the ‘sag and bag’ concept!  We see children coming to school with weapons killing teachers, classmates and sometimes even themselves.  Why?  Because there is NO ROOM FOR JESUS IN OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM.

· NO ROOM for Jesus in our political system, whereby we are no longer allowed to pray in the Name of Jesus in our government offices.  And then people wonder why our country is in a downward spiral!

· NO ROOM in some church’s for Jesus, so He stands outside their doors and knocks.  So many churches have become so concerned about being politically correct, that there is little or no room for Jesus!  (comments – H.S.)

The Innkeeper had an excuse when He told Mary and Joseph that there was no room in the Inn.  But, each of us are without excuse!  We know who it was that was born in that stable, who was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger.  We know who it was that ultimately died on a cruel cross in our place.  So we are without excuse!
If today you have no room for Him, then don’t be shocked when you discover in eternity that Jesus has no thoughts, no plans, no time, no words, no home, no possessions, no room for you!  As God looks at the door of your life this day, may He not see a NO ROOM sign, but rather let Him see this sign:  OCCUPIED BY THE SON OF GOD!!!  Amen!
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