POWER IN THE NAME OF JESUS - 12/3/06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Romans 1:17  “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”

This morning as we continue in our series on faith - God wants to give you another powerful weapon that you can use in our faith walk.  I want to give you first of all some Scripture that will back up the claim that I am about to make.

Turn to John 14:13-14  “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my NAME, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If ye shall ask any thing in my NAME, I will do it.”

John 15:16  “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain:  that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my NAME, He may give it you.”

John 16:23-24  “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing.  Verily, verily, I say unto you.  Whatsoever ye shall as the Father in my NAME, he will give it you.  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my NAME; ask, and ye shall receive that your joy may be full.”

Now who can tell me what is the next weapon that God says that we have at our disposal.  You’re right!  The weapon is the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Now there may be someone here that is thinking - “oh, I’ve heard that before, that there is power in the Name of Jesus.  And I’ve used it before, I walked around confessing - ‘in the Name of Jesus, in the Name of Jesus’ and nothing happened!”  Well, using the Name of Jesus is not some allegedly ‘lucky charm.’  The Name of Jesus is not some ‘hocus-pocus’ - whereby you say His Name three times and turn around in a circle - and ‘pouf’ it is done!!  First of all there are some criteria’s that need to be met or done to use the Name of Jesus effectively.  In each one of these Scripture texts that we just read it was Jesus Himself who was speaking.  And if Jesus said it - it must be true!  Jesus said we could ask ANYTHING in His Name and it SHALL be done.  So what is the problem?  Let’s go back and look at these texts in their contents and see if we can find the answer.

Look at John 14:13 again. Notice what it says “And I will do whatever you ask in my Name, (why) so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.”  That means when we pray,  we ask only for things that will bring, glory, honor and praise God!!!  This means that the believer will never ask for things that will bring dishonor to His Name!!!  (comments - H.S.)

Turn back to John 15:16 Notice what Jesus says right before He says “the Father will give you whatever you ask in my Name.” In verse 9-10 “As the Father has love me, so have I love you.  Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love.”  vs. 12  My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.”  Then right after He says that we will receive what we ask in His Name - in vs. 17 “This is my command: love each other!”  And as the young people would say “whoop - there it is!!!”  

When you said that you have been praying and using the Name of Jesus that nothing happened - ask yourself three question “Has what I been praying for going to bring glory and honor to God?  And have I been walking in obedience to God Word?  Have I being walking in love with my family, friends, etc.”  Now lets look at this last Scripture God gave us Turn back to John 16:24  “Until now you have not asked for anything in my Name.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”    Now lets look at the verse immediately preceding this.  Let’s start at verse 21  “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world.  So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and not one will take away your joy.”
In this text Jesus had been talking to His disciples about His death and resurrection.  He had told His disciples that He was going away and that they would not see Him anymore.  And of course that were sorrowful.  But then Jesus told them after His resurrection that their sorrow would be turned to joy!  Now, Jesus is saying to you and to each of us - ‘where is your joy - I’m not dead, I’m alive!!!  Where is your joy?  When you use the Name of Jesus - there must be joy inside of your heart.

God says that He wants to answer your prayers so that your joy may be full.  But you have got to start off with joy - it can’t become full if you don’t have any joy to begin with.  He says ‘yes, you may be going through trials - just like a woman going through labor pains - it hurts!!!   But the woman knows that the pain won’t last forever - because she is preparing to give birth.  So in the midst of the pain she has joy - knowing what the end is going to be!  Hallelujah!

God is saying to each of us this morning - that the pain that we are going through is not going to last forever.  And we can have joy in the midst of our adversity and struggle - because we know that we will have victory in the end.  Because Scripture promises us that ‘greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world!!!!!!  (comments - H.S.)  These are the criteria that must be met in order to use the Name of Jesus.  And as I said before - there is POWER in the Name of Jesus!!!!  But, remember, this is all about faith - you have got to have FAITH in the Name in order to use the Name!  Now, I need to let you know that it is not the name by itself that has any power.  For example - think of the name Bill Gates.  Now I know that through out the world there must be hundreds of men that have that name - because it is a relatively common name.  Ten ordinary men can go into a hotel and say that there name is Bill Gates and nothing happens.  They are treated just like anyone else.  But if THE Bill Gates entered the same hotel - the management would roll out the ‘red carpet.’  Why?  Because of WHO it is that stands behind that name, and the WEALTH that is invested in that name, and because of the POWER that the real Bill Gates holds.  Well, it is the same thing with the Name of Jesus.

There are a whole bunch of people who have the name Jesus, especially in Hispanic circles.  There are also other people in the Bible who had the name Jesus.  But there is only One Jesus who is God in the flesh.  There is only one Jesus that stands as a mediator between the Father God and humanity.  There is only one Jesus who died on the cross and arose victoriously - who said “All power in heaven and in earth now belongs to Me!”  Using the Name of Jesus in faith means knowing WHO it is that stands behind that Name, knowing the wealth and the power that is invested in that Name!  This is one of the greatest weapons that you have in your arsenal to use against the enemy.  Remember what God tells us in  Phil. 2:10-11  “That at the NAME OF Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Don’t allow Satan to make you think - ‘oh, I tried this before, it just doesn’t work for me.’  This is not a trick this is the Word of God.  You have got to plant the Word inside your heart and mind and not move off of it - no matter what you see or hear.  God tells us in His word - ‘ that every word is true and every man (that denies it) is a liar!”  God is trying to work some miracles out in your life and Satan is trying to block it.  But you can be victorious by using the Name of Jesus and having faith and confidence in His Name.  You can trust God’s Word.

Remember last week when we talked about the power of giving - and God’s kingdom principles of sowing and reaping?  Well in God’s Word is a seed.  And this seed has the potential to reproduce itself.  (Remember how God placed His Word/Seed) inside of Mary’s womb?  But that’s another sermon!)  When you plant God’s Word/Seed inside your heart it will reproduce.

Turn to Isaiah 55:10-11  “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returned not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:  it shall not return unto me void, but is shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it!!!!!”  Hallelujah!!!  God watches over His Word to perform it!!!  Amen!!
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