HAVE A MARY CHRISTMAS

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 1:26-38, 2:6-11
For the past month or so, as we have gone about our travels, we have been greeted with many and varied greetings.  Some have said to us Happy Holiday, Happy Holy Day, and perhaps even Happy Hanukah, or Happy Kwanza.  Some even have been bold enough to you to say Merry Christmas.  Well, I hope and pray that your Christmas was as blessed and glorious as mine!  But this morning I want to greet you another way, in a way that I heard the television Minister Jack Hayford preach on, and that was to have a “M-a-r-y Christmas.”  On this last Sunday of 2007, that is what I wish for you, not only on Christmas Day; but for every day throughout your life.  A Mary Christmas!
You say, Pastor, what does that mean?  Well, if we look closely at these texts that were read we will see that the Holy Spirit spoke, to, in, through, and around Mary.  Blessing her in a way that no other person has been blessed throughout eternity.  God blessed her in such a mighty way, that in her own words she declared that she was ‘highly favored’ among women.
Well, this is what God wants for you this morning – to live under his divine favor.  So much so that you will not only see yourself as favored – but ‘highly favored!’  You say, Pastor, how can I live under the favor of God?  Well, let’s look at Mary for a moment.  First of all the Angel Gabriel came and spoke to Mary.  He spoke a promise to her.  “And, behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:  and the Lord God shall give unto him he throne of his father David:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
Remember that I said that the Holy Spirit spoke to, in, through, and around Mary.  Well in this text he is speaking TO her.  He is speaking a promise from the Word of God TO her.  Now in order for you to have a Mary Christmas, every day of your life – you need to allow the promises in the Word of God to speak TO you!  Whatever it is that you are going through in life, whatever it is that you stand in need of in life, healing of your body or relationships, financial stability, friends,  home, etc., go into Scripture and find a verse that speaks TO that situation.  Go into your Bible and find a Scripture that speaks TO your Spirit.
You have to know whatever Scripture you have found is for you!  Notice when Gabriel spoke to Mary and told her that she was going to have a Son, she didn’t say ‘you can’t be talking to me – this message must be for someone else.’  No, she knew the promise of God was for her!  She didn’t understand – but she believed!
That’s where the next step comes in.  I said the Holy Spirit spoke to her, now we will see the Holy Spirit working IN her.  Notice what she said in vs. 38 “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word…”  When Mary spoke these words she was receiving the promising IN her.  No longer where the words of the Angel simply words – now they had become reality.  God took His Word, His promise and placed it inside of Mary womb and the child was conceived.  In the same way, when a promise of the Word of God speaks TO your spirit, you then have to allow it to be conceived IN your spirit.  You have to know that the Word is true for you!!!
Now when a child is conceived, when you first see the woman you can’t tell that she is pregnant.  You may not be able to tell that the child is inside of her – but she knows with assurance that the child is there.  Because she knows that the seed has been conceived.
We have got to know that everything begins with a ‘seed,’ whether crops or an idea.   Have you ever heard someone say that someone had a ‘germ of an idea.’  We know that that means that a ‘seed’ of an idea was placed inside of someone’s mind and had begun to germinate!  Every idea and every promise of God is received inside of us as a seed.  And we have to feed and cultivate that seed so that it will grow.  How did Mary feed and cultivate the seed inside of her, through faith and through worshipping and praising God.  (Read what she said when she went to see her cousin Elizabeth.)
Now I already told you that when a woman becomes pregnant – when the seed is placed inside of her, you can’t tell in the natural.  But by the time she is seven or eight months pregnant, everyone can tell that she is pregnant!  So what happens to the flesh on her stomach as the baby begins to grow.  It STRETCHES!!!  In the same way that when God speaks TO your spirit, and you receive the seed of His promise IN you, then God will have to stretch you before the promise can be manifested!  The question for you and me now is -  is God ‘stretching’ your faith?  One of the reasons that we may be experiencing some of the things that we are in life is because God is stretching us!!!
After God had spoke TO Mary and place His seed IN her, now it comes time for the birth, the birth of the promise of God, the birth of the Seed of God, and that birth came THROUGH Mary.  Vs. 7 “And she brought forth her firstborn son…and laid Him in a manger…”   Oh, my brothers and sister in Christ, how God longs for you to have a Mary Christmas every day of your life!
Remember, I told you that having a Mary Christmas meant that a promise of the Word had been spoken TO you, and then you conceived it IN you as a reality.  Now the promise has got to be birthed THROUGH you.  And just like when a woman has a child in the natural it involves pain and it involves a struggle, it is the same way when we give birth to the promises of God in our lives.  Often it will involve pain and it will involve a struggle!  When a person is in the natural – it takes a certain time period before the child is birthed.  In the same way when you receive a promise of the Word in you – it takes time for the promise to be birthed!  Not only does stretching you mean that God is stretching your faith.  But it could also mean that there is a stretch of time before the birth takes place.  (comments – H.S.)
Finally when Mary gave birth to Jesus it effected people all around her and is still affecting the world today.  When you know that a promise of God is speaking TO you, and then the seed is conceived IN you, then you give birth as the promise is delivered THROUGH you, it will affect all of the people AROUND you as they see what great things God has done!!!
This is the process that God uses to bring His promises in His Word into effect in your life.  Use this process, allowing the Holy Spirit to work, TO, IN, THROUGH and AROUND you!  And having a Mary Christmas for the rest of your life!!!
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