A GIFT FOR JESUS - 12/31/06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Psalm 116:12-14 & Rom. 12:1-2

Christmas morning has come and gone.  The feeling of expectancy and excitement is practically now non-existent.  Many of the gifts that have been given are carelessly tossed aside, some have been discarded, some have been broken.  And, yes, by now - many have been returned to the stores.  If I asked some of you - ‘how was your Christmas?’ many would say - ‘oh, it was okay.’  And perhaps for some of you it would be because you didn’t receive the gift that you wanted.  Or what you expected to occur on that day, didn’t!

Well, whether you consider yourself as having a good Christmas or not - I want to suggest to you that there is someone who can identify with how you feel.  You say - ‘who is that, Pastor.’  And the answer is quite simple - the person who can identify with how you feel when at Christmas you didn’t get everything you want, would be Jesus!  With my Holy Ghost imagination - I believe that Christmas is not just as special day down here on earth - but it is in heaven as well!  With my Holy Ghost filled imagination - I imagine that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit relish this day with great expectations.  With my Holy Ghost imagination - I imagine that not only is Christmas here on this earth a time for families, a time of showing love, and a time of giving and receiving gifts - but I believe that it is that way in heaven too!

Now remember I said that Christmas is a time for families, a time for showing love, and a time of giving and receiving gifts.  But here on earth when families got together to celebrate Christmas - Jesus wasn’t invited.  Not only was Jesus not invited - He was not even considered a welcome guest and it was forbidden for any one to even mention His Name!  I can imagine Jesus looking down from heaven and seeing all the families joined together laughing and talking.  I imagine tears springing from His eyes as He cries out throughout eternity.  “HOW CAN YOU CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITHOUT ME!!!!!!  Don’t you know that there wouldn’t be any Christmas if I had not come into the world.  Don’t you know that it is because of me that you truly have any reason to celebrate?  I imagine Jesus saying - you come together as families to show each other love and to spend time with each other.  Don’t you know that I came to show you the greatest gift of love - when I came and gave my life for you!  Don’t you know that if I had not come to give you my greatest gift - that there would be no cause to give gifts at all.  Why do you choose to celebrate Christmas and leave me out?”

I imagine that on Christmas Jesus also expected certain gifts from you.  And how sorely disappointed He was when He did not receive the gifts that He wanted.  You say, ‘what gifts, Pastor, what did Jesus expect for me to give Him for Christmas?  After all, Jesus is God, how can I give Him anything?  He already has everything!  When you ask that question you kinda - sorta - sound like King David when He asked God the same question.  David said - “What shall I render unto the Lord…”

The word render is an old English word for ‘give.’  David is saying ‘what shall I give unto the Lord.’  He is feeling like you at this point.  He is saying in effect - God already has everything, so WHAT can I possibly GIVE unto Him.  But God has sent me out here to you this morning to tell you that that is a misnomer.  God doesn’t have EVERYTHING!  Because God doesn’t have many of you!!  And for those of you who are saying - ‘that’s not me Pastor, because God has me, I already gave my life to Him.’  So the response to that is - ‘God doesn’t have ALL of you!’  There is still a portion of your life that you have not relinquished to His will and to His way!!!  Let’s look at what King David said again in Psalm 116 and then we will look at what Paul says in Romans 12.  “What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to me?  I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord.  I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His people.”
Again, David is saying what shall I give, what shall I repay to the Lord for everything that He has done for me?  (comments - H.S.)  Then David says the first thing that I have to do is to take the cup of His salvation and confess Him as my Lord and savior.  (comments - H.S.)  This is for those of you who don’t know Jesus yet in the pardoning of your sins.

That is the gift that Jesus wanted to receive from you on Christmas.  Now He wants you to publicly confess Him as Lord.  Then for those of you who are already saved - Jesus says the gift that He wanted from you is that you would ‘pay the vows’ that you have made to Him so many times.  He wants you to keep the promises that you made to Him when you were sick.  He wants you to pay the vows that you made to Him when you were in trouble.  He wants you to do the things that you said you would when you pray and asked Him for that job, or the money to pay your bills.  He wants you to keep your word that you promised Him if He would get your child out of jail.  He wants you to keep the vows that you made to Him when you got married, when you took that position in church, when you joined the church and promise to support the church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts and your service, etc.

The gift that God wants from you for Christmas is that you become a person of your word!!!!!! (comments - H.S.)  What other gift did Jesus want on Christmas day that He did not receive from you?

Turn to Rom. 12:1-2  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
What God is asking from us in these verses is ‘total devotion.’  That everything we are and everything we have is to be dedicated to the worship and service of God.  Anything less is unacceptable to God.  Notice this text is not written to unbelievers, but believers, those of us who go by the Name of Christ.  Notice in the KJV has it is written, “I BESEECH you, therefore, BRETHREN.”  In other words - God through the Apostle Paul is saying “Brothers and sisters in Christ, I’m begging you, I implore you, I urge you - devote yourselves to God!”  He says ‘by the mercies of God’ or in other words, considering how much God loves us and of what God has done for us!  We need to praise and thank God for His mercies.

If it weren't for the mercy of God - ‘where would we be today?’   The first thing that God asks us for in this text is our ‘bodies.’  Notice the text says ‘present your bodies.’  The word present is also the word present.  God is saying the gift that He wanted from you as believers on Christmas morning was your bodies.  You say ‘what kind of gift is that?’  The importance of the human body cannot be overstated.  The one thing upon earth that is abused more than anything else is our bodies.  We abuse, neglect, and ignore our bodies by overeating, taking of harmful substances, by being lazy and not exercising, by not resting, by caring for the external while abusing the internal, by cursing, fighting and killing.

God is saying these things should not be - He wants our bodies - but notice how He says that He wants them.  “As a LIVING sacrifice, HOLY, acceptable unto the Lord.”  This is the picture of Old Testament believers taking animals and offering them to God as sacrifices.  The believer today is to make the same kind of sacrificial offer to God, but notice the profound difference.  The believer’s offering is not to be the sacrifice of an animal’s flesh and blood.  The offering and sacrifice of the believer is to be his own body and God wants it as a ‘living’ sacrifice.

· a living sacrifice means a constant, continuous sacrifice.  Not just an occasional dedication of one’s body whereby a person gives their body to God today, and then takes it back and do his own thing tomorrow.

· a living sacrifice means that a person sacrifices their own desires and lives for God.  No matter where the body is, at home, school, work, play - his body is to belong to the Lord and to be used for the Lord.  Remember what God tells us in I Cor. 6:20  “For ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”
· Our bodies are to be a HOLY sacrifice that is ACCEPTABLE unto the Lord.  This shows us that the believer’s body is either causing God’s heart to feel pain and hurt or joy and rejoicing.

On Christmas day, did you present your body as a gift unto our Lord?  Or is that a present that Jesus was longing for and has yet to receive?

What other gift was the Lord looking for on Christmas that wasn’t there.  Notice what else this text tells us “And be not conformed to this world:  but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

What is important for you to know here is that the word “conform” comes from the root word schema which means fashion, the outward form or appearance of a persons.  It is the appearance of a person that changes from day to day.  For example a person dresses differently for work than that do for an evening out.  A person looks different as a young person than they do when they become old.  Their schema, their fashion, their outward appearances changes.  Now we could do a whole sermon, simply on this portion.  Young people, God is saying that your schema, your fashion, should not be as that of the world.

Young ladies - you should not be dressing with all your ‘boobs’ hanging out and your skirts up your ‘kazoo.’  Young men - you should not be dressing with all types of ‘foul’ things written across you chest and with your pants ‘saggin’ down to your knees.  (Just as a side note - write the word ‘saggin’ down backwards and see what you get!  Astonishing, isn’t it?)  But not only is you schema - your fashion, but it is the way that you carry yourself.

God is saying that our character - our personality (as a Christian) should not be one way today and another tomorrow.  So many people who go by the Name of Christ - walk around with one personality today and another one tomorrow.  God tells us not to be conformed to this world - but to be ‘transformed’ by the renewing of our minds.  The gift that Jesus wanted to see on Christmas was to see your mind being ‘transformed.’  Your mind being changed, being made new, being turned around.  Because you know that whatever direction your mind goes, your body will follow!

Before we were saved our mind had been corrupted by sin and Satan.  But God is saying know that you have got to allow Him to change the way that you think.  He wants to renew your mind daily.  He wants you to allow the Holy Spirit to focus your mind more and more upon God and spiritual things.

· the believer is to love the Lord with all his mind.

· the believer is to cast down his imagination and every thought that exalts itself over the Word of God.

· the believer is to let the mind of Christ dwell in him by walking humbly before God and humankind.  (comments - H.S.)

These are the gifts that Jesus was looking for from you on Christmas day.  And when you look back on your Christmas and you are upset because you didn’t get the gift you wanted - then think about Jesus and ask yourself “Did you give Him the gift He wanted?”  The good part of this message is that if you didn’t you still have time to do it.  It’s not too late!  Make up in your mind that not only at Christmas - but everyday - you will give Jesus His gifts.

The gifts of:

· accepting Him as your Lord and Savior (drinking the cup of His Salvation)

· paying the vows that you made to Him.

· present your bodies as a living sacrifice.

· a body that is holy and acceptable unto the Lord.

· renewing your mind daily through prayer and the written Word of God!  AMEN!
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