WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 2:1-2

Today is the last day of the year of 2007.  When I think about the fact that this is New Years Eve – my mind goes back over some of the things that have happened this year.  There is an old cliché that goes ‘if a year comes in like a lion, it will go out as a lamb.’ (explain)  I guess it would depend upon who you talked to as to whether this year came is as a lion or not.  But no matter who you would talk to they must agree that this year is not going out as a lamb, because there seems to be violence and mayhem every where you turn.  People are being beat-up or shot on our public transportation buses, a world leader in Pakistan was killed this past week, a young man was savagely killed by a lion that had escaped from the zoo, a couple sits in jail because of the death of their two year old son who weighed only 13 pounds, drug addition is on the rise and the list goes on and on.
People are crying out for answers and solutions everywhere.  So what is the answer?  The answer can be found in our Scripture text that was just read – “there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem.  Saying, ‘Where is he that is born King of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”   You say ‘how is this the answer to the problems that are going on in this world?”  Perhaps if I gave you the title to our sermon it would help you to understand.  The title to our sermon is “Wise Men Still Seek Him!”
These men came from a great distance to seek the Lord.  Scripture says that they came from the East; Bible Scholars believe that this means that they came from China.  Some even say that they traveled over a year falling that star.  Whether that is how long it took them or not, I don’t know.  All I know is that they went out of their way, they suffered hardships traveling, they diligently searched – never giving up.  They searched until they found Him.  Wise men still seek Him!  What does it mean to seek the Lord?  Proverbs 8:17 “…those that seek me early shall find me.”  (comments – H.S.)  Isaiah 55:6  “Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.”  (comments – H.S.)
The Scripture that explains more succinctly what it means to seek the Lord and that will provide a solution to the problems that we are encountering can be found in 2 Chronicles 7:14.  “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and SEEK my face, and turn from their wicked ways; THEN will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”  There it is!  And it can’t be any clearer as to what needs to be done to heal our land and to heal our lives.
Most of us who go by the Name of Christ have heard this verse over and over again.  But what the Lord would have me to do is to show you a revelation is this verse that perhaps you never noticed before.  Notice who it is that this verse is written to, it says:
‘If my people, which are called by my name” – God is talking to those of us who go by the Name of Christ.   He is talking to those of us who claim to be children of God!  He is talking to us who say that we have been saved, that we have been born-again.  God is saying that if we want the world to change and we want to see a change in our lives and the lives of those we love, WE have to do something.
When we hear about the violence on the MTA, we cry out – “why doesn’t the police do something?’  Or we complain that the politicians need to hire more policemen or make some changes in our social structure.  When we hear about the violence, drugs, child abuse, we send out a loud cry and say “why doesn’t someone do something?”  But God is saying very clearly and very succinctly that the politicians don’t have the answers, the police don’t have the answer.  We, who go by the Name of Christ, are the only ones with THE answer.  So, what is it that we need to do?  God says, “If my people, who go by my name,
· “shall humble themselves and pray.” – There are two ways to define the word humble.  The word humble has been described as ‘strength under control.’  But that is not how God is using the word humble here.  The word ‘humble’ hear means ‘contrition.’  Turn to Psalm 34:18  “The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite Spirit.
Turn to Joel 2:13  “And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God:  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of evil.
The word contrition means sorrow – it means that you come with a broken heart concerning what is going on in your life and in the world; realizing that there is nothing in your power to do anything about it.  The word humble here means that your heart is breaking because of sin and because people are destroying themselves – turning away from God rather than turning to Him!  (comments – H.S.)
But not only does this text say to humble yourself, it says to humble yourself and pray.  Don’t just sit around wallowing in self-pity.  If you can’t do anything about the circumstance – you can pray!!!  There is a cliché that says ‘when you are so burdened down with problems that they push you down to your knees, then you are in your most powerful position to fight!”  (comments – H.S.)  But notice what the next part of this verse says:
· “seek my face’  Remember the title of this sermon is ‘Wise Men Still Seek Him.’  We know what the Wise Men went through to seek Jesus.  But what does this text mean when God says – ‘seek my face.’  To try and answer that question Turn to Exodus 33:11(a) “And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend…”
Vs. 18-20 “And he (Moses) said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.  And he (God) said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.  And he (God) said, Thou canst not see my face-  for there shall no man see me, and live.”
It appears that we have a contradiction here.  In vs. 11 it says that Moses spoke to the Lord face to face but vs. 20 says that ‘no man can see the face of the Lord and live.”  So, again, what does it mean to ‘seek the Lord’s face?’  I believe that these verses explain what it means.  Remember that Scripture says that the Lord spoke to Moses as unto a friend.  This shows that ‘seeking’ God face – means come to Him with confidence, coming to Him with assurance and coming to Him with the confidence that you have the right to exact and that you have the right to receive!!!  (comments – H.S.)
Remember also in vs. 18-20 – that Moses asked to see God’s glory and the Lord told Him that He would allow His goodness to pass before Him.  Notice that Moses asked to see God’s glory and God said that He would reveal His goodness!  This shows that seeking God face – means that when you are praying you are asking God for an answer to the situation that will be for His honor and glory and praise, not yours!  It means that seeking God’s face means that you are asking for His goodness and mercy to be revealed!  Hallelujah!
So what is the next thing that we need to do to change the circumstances in our lives and the circumstances in our city?  Back to 2 Chronicles:
· “turn from their wicked ways.”  This shows that one of the problems of the world and in our homes, is because we ‘as Christians’ are not living up to what we say we believe and teach.  God is saying that we cannot have unconfessed sin in our lives and expect God to hear and answer our prayers.  You say you don’t believe that – Turn to Isaiah 59:1-2 “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”  (comments – H.S.)
God has given you, and He has given me a remedy to whatever situation that is going on in our neighborhoods, in our cities, in our homes and in our lives.   God has said that IF we do these things that THEN He will hear our prayers and heal our land.  As we go into the year of 2008, let us resolve that II Chronicles 7:14 will be our guiding light and that we ‘live’ this verse, not simply quote it.  Thereby, changing this world for Christ!  Amen!
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