KEEP EYE ON THE PRIZE
PRAYER

Scripture:  Phil. 3:13-14

Another year is quickly coming to an end.  It is amazing to me how quickly time goes by.  In our minds eye, if we look back, we can remember some of the things that we look forward to for this past year.   We had dreams and expectations.  Some of the things that we hoped and planned for came true.  But some of the things that we hoped for were a bitter disappointment.  If you were to ask some people they would say that this year was a hard year.  They would talk about the economy, lay offs, job closing and the list can go on and on.  Others would say that this year has been a good year.  This was the year that the got to go off to college, their baby was born or that they married the man/woman of their dreams.  But no matter how you view this current year of 2010, it is time move on from there.   Why do I say that?  Because you cannot live on yesterday’s successes/triumphs and you can’t be hindered by yesterday’s disappointments/failures.  Think about it for a moment.  No matter how great your successes were.  No matter how mind-blogging they were, you can’t live on those successes.  It’s like, the Ravens football team.   They can have a tremendous win, with the players making all kind of spectacular move.  But they know the next morning that they have to go on from there. They can’t live in the glory of that moment for the rest of their life.  They have to prepare for the next game.  We can use that same analogy, if they lose a game.  Say they played a game badly and the other team massacred them.  And they feel badly.  But the next day they have to get up and start all over again.  They can’t walk around wallowing in defeat.  They have to put that defeat behind them, learn from the mistakes they made and go on from there.  If not they can never expect to win another game again.  With that kind of thought in mind, I want you to know that this is what God expects from us as we get ready to enter a brand new year.  No matter what the year of 2010 included, whether good, bad or indifferent; the events of the past has got to be put behind us.  I want you to notice what Paul says in our text, “forgetting those things which are behind…”  For those of you who have studied the Word for any length of time, you know that God has a problem with us constantly looking back.  You remember the story of Lot in the book of Genesis.  You remember when God  told Lot to take his family and flee Sodom and Gomorrah.  We know that God was going to destroy those cities because of their sin and immorality.  God told then to run for their very lives and not to look back.  But in Gen. 19:26  “But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”  Remember the Scripture that says in Luke 9:62  “…No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  What was the problem with looking back in these two texts?  It was not the kind of looking back that was simply fond remembrances.  But it was the kind of looking back that cause her to linger behind.  Hers were not steps of rapid obedience.  But hers were steps of hesitation, she didn’t really want to go.  She enjoyed her life in the city and that’s were her treasures and her heart were; she didn’t want to let them go.  It is the same thing with the man that Jesus spoke of who put his hand to the plow, and looked back.  Oh, yes, he wanted to be saved but he was still craving his old way of life.  His heart was not totally sold out to God.  His heart still craved the things of the world!  It’s like that age old saying where a person wants to have one foot in the world and one foot in the church.  God says that that man/woman/child is not fit for the kingdom of God.  (comments – H.S.)  That person has not let go and let God!  This is the problem that God has with looking back, because if you are constantly looking back you can’t look forward.  As the year of 2010 comes to a close and the year of 2011 begins, there are some things that God wants you to leave behind you.  He wants you to learn from them, and then to let them go; not looking back.
· disappointments:  During this year there have been people who have disappointed you.  They have not lived up to your expectations.  Because of the disappointment you have allowed a wall to come up between you and them.  Where there was once smiles of acceptance, there are now grunts of disapproval.  (comments – H.S.)     Disappointment comes in all shapes and sizes.  Whatever form that it came for you in and you have been carrying it around like a sack of potatoes;  God says it’s time to lay it down and bury it.  What else does God want us to let go of as we enter the year of 2011?
· Anger:  God tells us in Joel 2:13  “…for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness…”  If God that we serve is slow to anger, with all the sinful things that we do; how is it that we are so quick to be angry with someone else?  (comments – H.S.)  God tells us in Eph. 4:26  “Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath.”  God knows that they are times that you are going to become angry.  But he tells us to deal with it in a Christ-like way.  He says be angry and sin not.  (comments – H.S.)  Then He tells us not to even take that anger into the next day, much less the next year.  He says let not the son go down with you being angry with one another.  Amen!!!  If you hold on to anger it will turn into bitterness and strife and will start to consume and color your entire life!
· Jealousy:  There is a cute cliché that many people of the faith often quote:  ‘what God has for me is for me.’  But if people really believed that, why is there so much jealousy and resentment even within the church.  Jealousy is a ugly spirit, it is a spiteful spirit and it is a spirit that should be cast out.  Jealousy has turned people into liars.  Jealousy has caused people to cheat.  Jealousy has caused people to steal and to kill!  If God has blessed someone with something that you have been praying for, leave it in God’s hands.  He knows what He is doing!  Instead of being jealousy, rejoice with the other person that God has prospered and blessed them!!!  What is the last thing that God does want us to take into the year of 2011?
· Failure:  The are two arenas of failure that God wants us to put behind us and not to look back.  The first area is that fact that you failed.  You blew it!!!  You didn’t something that you confessed that you would never do again.  You messed up!!!  Put it behind you.  Everyone has failed at some point in time.  No, it is not something that we relish.  No, it is not something that we are particularly proud of.  But it happened.  If it was a sin, then repent and ask God to forgive you.  If it was not a sin, and you failed at something.  You must realize that everybody can’t do everything.  Get up off your duff, shake yourself off and begin again.  Don’t allow that failure to color your dreams.  The other arena of failure is in the thought process.  Don’t allow Satan to make you think that you are a failure.  Because if he can get you to think like that, he will defeat you in every area of your life.
Let’s look back at the original text that we started off with.  Phil. 3:13  “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind…”  What is Paul saying here?  He says, ‘I count not myself to have apprehended’ or in other words he is say:  I don’t think of myself as having already arrived or having reached my goal.  He is saying that he knows that he has missed the mark but he is not going to allow those things to hinder him.  He is saying that he knows that he is where he is by the grace and mercy of God.  He is saying that he knows that God sees some great potential in him.  Therefore, he is going to forget those things that are behind.  God says that you, too, must realize that you may have blown it.  That you haven’t reached your goal.  Your life may have involved disappointments, anger, jealousy and failure.  But know that God still sees some great potential inside of you.  God still has a great plan for your life.  God still loves you and still wants to use you for His honor, His glory and His praise.  So, be like Paul, forget those things that are behind.  Leave all feelings of hopelessness and helplessness in 2011.  Why doesn’t God want us to always be looking behind?  Because is shows and lack of trust and a lack of faith.  (comments – H.S.)  And if you are always looking behind, you won’t be able to see forward.

Remember the 14th verse in this text:  “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Keep your eye on the prize.  The prize of the high calling that God has on your life.  And know that in the year of 2011, God is going to bless you and keep you.  Know that in this new year God is going to use you in a great and mighty way.
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