SIGNS OF THE TIMES

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 3:1-6

Today is the second Sunday in Advent.  And as such, our Liturgical Calendar takes us to the text concerning John the Baptist.  It reminds us that before the public ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, God sent a forerunner.  He sent a PR man, so to speak, to prepare the hearts and minds of the people to receive the Anointed One of God.  John came preaching, “repent, for the kingdom of God is near.”  Scripture describes John, as the voice of one crying in the wilderness.  Until today, I always considered that text as describing the fact that John preached, taught and lived in the wilderness.  Which, of course, we know that he did.  But God has revealed to me that not only did the wilderness depict the dry, desert place where John lived; it also depicts the condition of the people’s hearts.  It also depicted the society in which John lived and the kind of social environment that John would be preaching in.  What do I mean by that?  Think about it, a wilderness is not only a dry, desert place but it is also a place where wild, ferocious animals live.  A wilderness is a place of scarcity; a place of lack and want; and a place where growth is almost impossible unless by some miracle the rain starts to fall.  This was the condition of the human experience at that time.  It had been over four hundred years since God had sent a prophet to speak to His people.  I am sure that many of the people’s hearts had started to become cold and indifferent towards God.  While others heart’s had become steeped in religion and tradition.   This is the kind of spiritual wilderness that God had sent John to preach in.  Whereby he would tell them to repent of their sins (a message that they did not want to hear) so that they could receive the coming Messiah.
I need you to notice the way John’s message would jump from the present to the future.  John was not only preaching concerning Christ’s coming the first time, but he also was foretelling Christ’s second coming as well.  Notice verse 4 “…The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight…’”  That was present tense, what was happening right then.  But notice the rest of this verse  “…Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”  This is prophetic, John was talking about what was going to happen at Christ’s second coming.
I need to stop right here and let you know that God has called me to be His’ John the Baptist this morning.  I need you to know that God has called me to be the voice of one crying in the wilderness.  Bringing you a message that you may not want to hear.  And I will deliver this message, piggy-backing on John’s message.  Look at vs. 9.  “and now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees; every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”  Vs. 17 “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into the garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.”  Not God uses two different analogies in these text.  He use the analogy of a fruit inspector.  Who comes inspecting his trees with an axe in his hand.  He comes looking for his trees to bear good fruit.  Notice this text doesn’t just say God is expecting fruit from our lives, but he is expecting good fruit.  You see God is saying that it is not enough just to SAY that we Christians, we’ve got to LIVE it!  Our lives have got to SHOW the Jesus in us, not just to talk about Jesus!  God says that if He comes inspecting your lives and there is not fruit, than you are no child of His!!!  You say, “Pastor, that’s too harsh!”  But I didn’t say it, God did.  Notice what He says, “the axe in laid unto the root of the tree, every tree that doesn’t bring forth good fruit is cut down and cast into the fire of hell.”  If there is no fruit, you can’t be a child of God.  Because God is not going to cast one of His children into hell.

Then notice God goes on and says more that sounds so much more harder/harsher.  In verse 17, God compares Himself to a farmer who has gathered in his wheat.   The threshing floor has been purged or cleansed.  The wheat is then laid on the floor, and the threshing (separating the grain from the husk) is done by the treading of cattle, or a threshing hedge or the wheels of a cart.  The farmer then takes a winnowing fork and tosses the wheat in the air so that the wind, which usually came for a few hours in the after, blew away the chaff and the wheat would remain at the winnower’s feet.  God says in verse 17, that He would gather the wheat into the garner but the chaff he would burn with fire unquenchable.  (comments – H.S.)  This is God talking about separating the believers from the non-believers.  God is talking about separating the saved from the lost.  There will be a separation, just like separating the wheat from the chaff.  You say, Pastor, that was John speaking, I don’t believe that?  Well, let’s see if you believe it if Jesus says the same thing.  Turn to Matthew 13:24-30  “Jesus told them another parable:  The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field.  But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed seed among the wheat, and went away.  When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, the weeds also appeared.  The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field?  Where then did the weeds come from?  An enemy did this, he replied.  The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’  No, he answered, ‘because, while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.  Let them both grow together until the harvest.  At that time I will tell the harvesters:  First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned:  Then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.”
Verses 36-43  “Then he left the crowd and went into the house.  His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  He answered, “The 
one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom.  The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, let him hear.”  Whoa!!!  (comments – H.S.)
Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near.  Repent for it is almost harvest time.  Repent because God’s Holy angels are prepared to weed out this world, separating the believers from unbelievers.  Do these texts give you any idea as to why I am so burdened about our young people?  Do these texts give you an inkling as to why I am so concerned about them consistently being in Sunday School.  Do these text let you know why I try so hard to have as many Bibles studies as I can?  Do these text give you an idea as to why I preach sermons that would not be popular to the world?  Do these text help you to know why I am so burdened for the lost, so burdened for you and your families?  You think all I am interested in is whether you come to church or not?  Why do you think it would make a difference to me if I didn’t believe that your eternal soul hung in the balance?
Brothers and sisters in Christ it is time for us to stop playing church and to start being the church.  The return of Christ is nigh, even at the door.  Let me show you some Bible prophecies that prove that we are the generation that will be alive at Christ’s return.

· Daniel 12:4  “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end:  many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”   This Scripture is telling us that there will be a vast increase of knowledge in the last days.  This knowledge explosion occurred in the last century.  Proof of that can be seen in the internet that some of you visit daily.  A wealth of information is at you fingertips.  We are living in the information age.  God said in the last days knowledge would increase.  Just think about it, from the Garden of Eden until the early 1900’s people walked or rode horses or carriages just like King David and Julius Caesar did.  But in the course of a few year, humankind invented the car, the jet plane and the space shuttle.  You can send faxes in you car, connect to internet on your phone, beside taking message, pictures, etc.  In the past several generations we have put men on the moon and redefined both death and life.  Medical science has learned to clone animals and plants and are working on cloning humans.  Premature babies weighing less than one pound can survive, and unborn babies now routine undergo surgery within the womb.  I would dare to say that knowledge has increased.  And God prophetically said that this would occur at the time of the end!!!  God also tells us in 2 Tim. 3:7  “…always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
· Turn to Isa. 66:8-10  “Who has heard such a thing?  Who has seen such things?  Shall the earth be made to give birth in one day?  Or shall a nation be born at once?  For as soon as Zion (Israel) was in labor, She gave birth to her children.  Shall I bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?’ says the Lord.  Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?  Says your God.  “rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all you who love her;  Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn for her.?
One time Jesus’ disciples asked Him for a sign of the end times.  He responded Matt. 24:32-34  “Now learn the parable from the fig tree.  When its branch has already become tender and put forth leaves, you know that summer is near.  So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors?  Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.  In Bible prophecy, the nation of Israel is often referred to as the fig tree.  When Jesus says “When its branch has already become tender and put forth leaves.”  He is letting us know that when Israel is a young tree, reborn and growing, putting forth leaves, the latter days are at hand.  Jesus then goes on to tell us “this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. (v.34)  The generation that saw the rebirth of the nation of Israel is the last generation before the return of Christ.
Since 70 A.D. when the Romans attacked Jerusalem and destroyed the temple, the Israelite people have been scattered around the face of the earth.  They did not control their own destiny or live in a homeland that they could call their own until May 15, 1948.   On that day te United Nations made a radio announcement that declared.  They stated, “The United Nations has today announced that the members have formally recognized the State of Israel.”  The nation of Israel was reborn in one day.  (comments – H.S.)    Turn to Jeremiah 23:7-8  “Therefore, behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ but, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and led the descendants of the house of Israel from the north country and from all the countries where I have driven them’  And they shall dwell in their own land.”
More than 750,000 Russian Jews (from the north country)  returned to Israel between 1988 and 1996.  This amount doubled in the first two months of 1999 and is continuing unto this day.  The Jewish peoples return to their native homeland, Israel, is another sign of this being the generation who will physically see the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.

The last sign I want to show you can be found in Zech. 14:12-15  “And this shall be the plague with which the Lord will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem:
Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets.  And their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths.  It shall come to pass on that day, that a great panic from the Lord will be among them.  Everyone will seize the hand of his neighbor, And raise their hand against his neighbor’s hand;  Judah also will fight at Jerusalem.  And the wealth of all the surrounding nations shall be gathered together:  Gold, silver, and apparel in great abundance.  Such also shall be the plague on the horse and the mule, on the camel and on the donkey.  And on all the cattle that will be in those camps.  So shall this plague be.
Zachariah did not know how to describe this terrible vision, so he called it a plague.  Zachariah may not have known how to explain this vision but we do.  This vision is a classic example of what will happen to the body as a result of atomic or nuclear warfare.  And it is also an example of what can occur as a result of biological or chemical warfare.  This vision could not have been fulfilled in the 1800’s or even in the early 1900’s, but this vision can and has been fulfilled in our generation.  God is showing us here the weapons that will be fought in the last days over the small city called Jerusalem.
These are just a few examples of Biblical prophecy that is being fulfilled right before our eyes.  For those of us who are believers we can rejoice because soon we will see our Savior face to face.  (comments – H.S.)  But, woe unto those who continue to reject Him.  Woe unto those who think they can continue to live anyway they choose and still call themselves a child of God.  The day of reckoning is close at hand.  Keeping watching for the signs of the times and rejoice because it is all almost over!  Thank you Jesus!!!
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